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area,  so  we  can  tell  the  rest  of  the  country.  Turn 

to  page  1 3  to  find  out  about  Vancouver's  Gay 

Pride  celebration,  the  Atlantic  gay  conference 
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Nutty,  absurd  —  and  dangerous 

If  the  Tory  government  in  Ottawa  has  its  way,  George  Orwell's  sex  police 
will  be  only  a  couple  of  years  behind  schedule  in  Canada. 

In  the  middle  of  June,  the  federal  government  finally  let  us  know  what  laws 
it's  planning  to  enact  in  response  to  the  concern  it  has  helped  generate  about 
pornography  and  child  sexual  abuse. 

So  far,  the  anti-porn  proposals  have  been  almost  universally  assailed  as  anti-sex.  Even  some  of  the  people 
who  helped  formulate  them  —  including  former  Prime  Minister  Trudeau's  advisor  on  women's  issues, 
Maude  Barlow,  and  the  odd,  misguided  liberal  seeking  feminist  brownie  points  by  conceding  that  the  hor- 
rors of  porn  might  only  be  curbed  by  state  censorship  —  have  now  said  that  the  Tories  have  gone  too  far. 
Some  of  them  even  have  the  nerve  to  seem  surprised  at  this  perfectly  unsurprising  turn  of  events. 

• 
First,  the  good  news.  Bill  C-113  —  which  revamps  the  sex  abuse  sections  of  the  Criminal  Code  and  the 
status  of  young  people  in  the  Canada  Evidence  Act  —  puts  males  and  females  on  an  equal  footing  under 
these  laws,  and  acknowledges  the  competence  of  young  people  to  testify  about  abuse  they  have  suffered. 
It  also  holds  out  some  promise  of  improvement  in  the  status  of  young  gay  people:  Bill  C-113  repeals  the 
gross  indecency  section  of  the  Criminal  Code  (which  currently  sets  the  age  of  consent  for  same-sex  activity 
at  21),  and  reduces  the  age  of  consent  for  buggery  (anal  sex)  from  21  to  18.  These  measures  would  effec- 
tively set  the  age  of  consent  at  14  for  all  sexual  activity,  with  the  exception  of  anal  sex  or  sex  between  a  person 
under  18  with  an  older  partner  who  is  in  a  position  of  trust  or  authority  over  him  or  her. 

Bill  C-113  still  assumes  that  people  under  the  age  of  14  are  incapable  of  consenting  to  sex,  unless  it  is 
with  someone  no  more  than  three  years  older  than  them.  It  also  would  make  it  a  crime  to  "incite"  children 
under  the  age  of  14  to  touch  their  own  bodies  for  a  sexual  purpose,  thus  even  prohibiting  parents  from 
letting  their  kids  know  it's  all  right  to  masturbate. 

• 
The  real  assault  on  adolescent  sexuality  is  contained  in  Bill  C-114,  the  proposed  anti-pornography  law. 
It  would  forbid  the  sale  to  anyone  under  18  of  books  that  even  mention  ejaculation  (Section  159.6).  It  would 
also  criminalize  —  as  child  sexual  abuse  —  the  production  or  possession  of  written  arguments  that 
adolescents  have  sexual  feelings,  needs  and  desires.  This  section,  162.1,  not  only  denies  a  patent  truth; 
it  would  make  printing  that  truth  illegal.  It  appears  to  have  been  derived  from  the  Badgley  Report's  recom- 
mendation to  close  the  "loophole"  through  which  this  magazine  was  acquitted  of  charges  laid  against 
it  in  1978,  after  publication  of  the  article  "Men  Loving  Boys  Loving  Men.' '  Clause  3  of  this  section  retroac- 
tively criminalizes  possession  of  photos  of  nude  or  partly  nude  people  who  are,  or  appear  to  be,  under 
the  age  of  18.  A  lot  of  family  photo  albums  are  no  doubt  headed  for  the  fireplace. 

Dangerous  (and  nutty)  as  these  proposals  seem,  they  haven't  yet  caught  the  attention  of  many  critics 

—  perhaps  because  Bill  C-114  offers  even  more  absurd  targets  to  its  opponents.  The  bill  includes  in  its 
definition  of  pornography  the  depiction  of  many  specific  acts,  and  ends  off  with  the  nebulous  catch- 
all of '  'other  sexual  activity.' '  It  defines  as '  'degrading  pornography' '  anything  that  shows  bondage,  ejacula- 
tion, menstruation  —  or  lactation.  Breast-feeding  advocates  had  better  watch  out. 

In  drafting  this  bill,  the  Tories  have  managed  to  disregard  the  diligent  (if  futile)  attempts  of  some  feminists 
to  distinguish  between  "erotica"  ("healthy"  depictions  of  sex)  and  "pornography"  (dangerous  dirty 
pictures) .  That  distinction  has  always  been  ambiguous — just  as  so  much  of  sexuality  itself  is .  Those  who 
have  naively  assumed  it's  easy  to  tell  "good"  sex  from  "bad"  sex  are  now  dismayed  that  the  government 
has  lumped  together  "normal"  sexuality  with  "perversity.' '  Not  that  a  lot  of  other  people  didn't  see  that 
one  coming. 

No  doubt  the  Tories  went  as  far  as  they  did,  sweeping  all  sexual  depictions  into  potential  illegality,  to 
make  sure  they  had  a  few  bargaining  chips  to  sacrifice  to  the  opposition.  Many  people  appalled  by  the 
breadth  of  the  definition  of  pornography  in  Bill  C-114  will  be  satisfied  if  they  can  rescue  "normal"  sex 
from  the  clutches  of  government  censors  (if  they  can  ever  agree  on  what "  normal "  sex  is) .  They  may,  in 
the  bargain,  be  willing  to  let  the  Tories  have  their  way  in  other  areas,  especially  those  in  which  defenders 
of  "normality"  feel  less  comfortable.  In  the  end,  we  could  see  the  feds  making  a  few  concessions  to  reason 

—  in  exchange  for  the  legal  de-sexualization  of  adolescence,  and  the  relegation  of  minority  sexuality  to 
the  status  of  state-defined  perversion.  For  some  idea  of  how  this  might  work  in  practice,  we  need  only  look 
as  far  as  the  current  application  of  the  Tories'  recent  Customs  guidelines,  which  anticipate  these  Criminal 
Code  "reforms,"  and  which  are  indisputably  anti-gay. 

If  you  need  any  further  confirmation  of  this  hypothesis,  consider  that  the  organization  the  Tories  are 
relying  on  to  give  credibility  to  their  proposed  anti-porn  laws  —  the  Interchurch  Committee  on  Por- 
nography —  is  headed  by  Hudson  Hillsden,  the  man  who  is  pressuring  the  Ontario  government  to  drop 
the  amendment  to  Bill  7  that  would  include  "sexual  orientation"  in  the  anti-discrimination  provisions 
of  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code. 

Now  is  the  time  to  let  your  MP,  and  the  editors  and  readers  of  your  local  newspaper,  know  what  you 
think  of  the  government's  proposals.  Anti-censorship  and  pro-sex  forces  (where  are  the  sexologists  and 
sex  therapists  in  this  debate?)  need  to  join  together  locally,  regionally  and  nationally  in  anticipation  of 
the  Justice  Committee  hearings  on  these  bills,  likely  scheduled  for  the  fall.  And  they  need  to  analyze  and 
criticize  all  the  repressive  aspects  of  these  proposed  laws,  not  just  the  most  obvious  absurdities. 

( liris  Bcarchtil.for  the  collective  • 
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Gay  men  i 


I  was  thrilled  to  see  a  letter  from  Kingston  in  the 
June  issue.  Given  the  repressive  and  discriminatory 
nature  of  the  Correctional  Services,  it  is  unlikely 
that  Frank  Smith  will  get  to  see  the  printed  version 
of  his  piece.  Inmates  are  not  allowed  to  receive  The 
Body  Politic.  Despite  assurances  from  the  Boss, 
Perrin  Beatty,  Solicitor  General,  that  Correctional 
Services  is  educating  both  inmates  and  staff  about 
AIDS,  inmates  —  whether  gay  or  straight  —  are 
denied  information  on  safe  sex.  The  rationale  be- 
ing that  homosexuality  does  not  exist  in  the  institu- 
tions and  it  is  against  regulations.  Condoms  are 
potential  contraband  in  the  parlance  of  prison  of- 
ficials. Even  their  medical  staff  is  homophobic  and 
misinformed.  One  doctor  high  up  in  the  hierarchy 
claimed,  without  citing  any  studies,  that  condoms 
rupture  during  anal  intercourse.  Smith's  courage 
in  writing  his  piece  and  getting  it  to  you  is  an  act  of 
resistance.  Some  would  call  it  porn,  hot  or  not.  It 
is  undeniably  a  valuable  document  of  the  life  of  gay 
men  inside. 

In  a  recent  visit  to  a  John  Howard  Society  (a 
prisoners'  rights  organization)  inmate  group  inside 
a  maximum  security  institution,  the  guys  told  me 
that  about  20  percent  of  the  inmate  population 
identified  themselves  as  gay  and  another  10  percent 
as  bi.  Incredulous,  I  asked  if  they  meant  those  who 
engaged  in  same-sex  activity.  No,  I  was  assured  that 
percentage  thought  of  themselves  as  being  gay.  Why 
so  many?  Tim  McCaskell,  employed  by  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Education  as  a  student  worker  in  race 
relations,  reports  in  an  April  1986  brief  submitted 
by  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  to  the 
Ontario  legislature:  "Any  needs  that  young  les- 
bians or  gay  men  experience  because  they  are  gay 
are  not  being  met,  except  in  a  few  alternative 
schools,  because  the  school  system  is  bending  over 
backwards  to  say  that  they  don't  exist." 

The  scars  of  our  oppression  are  laid  down  ear- 
ly. Some  of  us  end  up  fighting  under  impossible 
odds.  Those  of  us  on  the  outside  can't  afford  to 
forget  those  caught  on  the  psych-wards,  in  the 
group  homes  and  training  schools  and  those  in  pri- 
son —  or  our  liberation  is  hollow.  Thanks  Frank. 
Francois  Lachance 
Kingston 

Supporting  Expo  '86 

In  reading  "Coming"  in  the  July  issue  of  TBP, 
your  readers  may  get  the  impression  that  I  do  not 
support  Expo  '86  in  Vancouver. 

The  decision  to  change  the  "Expo  '86"  events 
listing  to  "Exploit  '86"  events  listing  was  made  by 
TBP  in  Toronto. 

I  personally  support  Expo  '86  as  a  worthwhile 
endeavour  of  British  Columbia's  government. 

Darren  Lowe 

TBP  Vancouver  Correspondent 

Gillian  Rodgerson  replies: 
Labelling  Expo '  'Exploit ' '  was  done  here  and  not 
by  Mr  Lowe.  I  apologize/or  any  embarrassment 
this  may  have  caused  him,  but  stand  by  my  opin- 
ion of  the/air  as  a  whole. 


CARBON  COPY 


Editor,  The  Globe  and  Mail 
Toronto 

How  coy  of  June  Callwood  to  write  an  entire  arti- 
cle on  Scott  Symons  ('  'Author  sad  that  many  have 
robbed  themselves  of  inner  life,"  May  21)  in  which 
she  never  once  mentions  a  central  reality  of  the 
man's  life  and  art,  namely,  his  homosexuality. 

Such  are  undoubtedly  the  perqs  of  his  pedigree: 
moving  in  and  out  of  the  media  closet  at  will ,  being 
praised  (though  neutered)  by  the  CanLit  establish- 
ment, coming  home  again  as  footloose  pederast 
and  garlanded  native  son.  Meanwhile,  gays  who  are 
not  Stately  Homos  of  Canada  still  wait  at  the  back 
of  the  bus  for  legislated  human  rights  protection 
against  job  dismissal,  eviction,  verbal  abuse  and 
physical  violence. 

Ms  Callwood  should  at  least  have  braved  the 
subject  of  Mr  Symons's  sexuality  and  played  down 
his  post-coital  Forest  Hill  philosophy.  In  this  con- 
text, she  should  have  a  look  at  the  poetry  of  E  A 
Lacey  (Path  of  Snow,  1974;  Later,  1978),  an  ungar- 
landed  gay  Canadian  who  knows  Latin  America 
and  North  Africa  at  least  as  well  as  does  Mr  Sy- 
mons. Among  other  things,  Ted  Lacey's  poems  cel- 
ebrate the  homoerotic  with  tenderness,  humour 
and  lyricism,  while  sparing  us  the  kind  of  bloated 
moralizing  that  makes  a  reading  of  Symons's  work 
such  a  stately  pain  in  the  ass. 

Name  withheld  by  request 
Toronto 

• 
David  Letterman 
c/o  NBC-TV,  New  York 

I  have  always  thought  of  myself  as  one  of  your  most 
faithful  viewers  and  fans.  Thanks  to  my  VCR,  I've 
probably  seen  all  but  about  10  of  your  shows  in  the 
four-and-a-third  years  you've  been  on  the  air.  I 
think  you  have  a  hilarious  show  except  for  one  thing 
—  your  apparent  homophobia. 

At  the  risk  of  sounding  like  a  gay  man  who  has 
no  sense  of  humour  and  can't  take  a  joke,  I  must 
honestly  say  that  I  feel  hurt  at  some  of  the  things 
you've  been  saying.  I  can  take  a  little  good-natured 
ribbing  about  it  but  your  humour  lately  about  gays 
hasn't  been  something  I  can  laugh  along  with.  I  feel 
I'm  being  laughed  at.  The  comments  are  more 
mean,  snickering. 

Surely  you  know  that  this  society  already  has 
enough  contempt  for  gay  people  without  your  en- 
couragement, without  you  saying  to  your  (mostly 
young)  viewers,  in  effect,  that  it's  still  "in"  to  have 
contempt  for  those  faggots. 

My  partner  and  I  will  still  watch  your  show  be- 
cause it  has  given  us  some  of  the  biggest  laughs 
we've  ever  had,  but  I  wanted  to  let  you  know  that 
our  enjoyment  has  been  tinged  with  some  bitterness 
lately.  Those  putdowns  really  take  us  aback.  It's 
hard  to  dexribe  the  feeling.  I  guess  it's  like  having 
a  good  friend  whose  company  you  cherish  and  who 
you  think  you  have  rapport  with  and  one  day  you 
overhear  them  saying  nasty  things  about  you. 

Best  wishes  for  continued  success, 

William  Stosine 
Moline,  Illinois 


The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters. 
Send  them  to  us  at:  Letters,  TBP,  Box 
7289,  StnA,  Toronto  ONM5W 1X9.  Let- 
ters selected  for  publication  may  be  edit- 
ed for  length. 


KEY  WEST 


...a  tropical  island  paradise 
and  America's  premier  gay 
resort  area. 

For  FREE  Key  West  information 
and  brochures  from  member 
guesthouses  write:  The  Key  West 
Business  Guild,  P.O.  Box4640-K , 
Key  West,  FL  33041. 


Name 


Address 


Prinstern  Acres  Guesthouse 

'  'The  Perfect  Place  for  a  Country  Getaway ' ' 

Only  2 1/2  hours  north  of  Toronto  in  the 
heart  of  the  Grey  Bruce  Peninsula 

Spend  your  day  hiking,  sailing  nearby,  or  just  lazing  about  the  pool, 
enjoying  our  relaxed  hospitality. 

Ask  about  our  Weekend  Packages  and  other  Summer  Getaways 

Call  (416)  252-5704  or  (519)  371-3680 

or  write  to  200-866  The  Queensway,  Toronto  ON  M8Z  1N7 

for  your  free  brochure 


EXPERIENCE  THE  WILD 

Or  the  tame.  From  bicycle  day  tours  in  the  city 
to  white-water  canoeing,  skydiving, 
hiking  and  horse  back  riding... 
The  Out  and  Out  alternative  - 
get  involved. 


Choose  from  the  authentic,  the  exemplary,  the  uncommon. 
Daniel  Stroud,  Leonard  Dutton  and  associates  of  Posterity  Graphics 
Ltd.  offer  Canada's  major  collection  of  contemporary  and  vintage 


B? Tells!  ** 


posterity  graphics 

265  queen  street  east  toronto  861-1851 
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"HARROWING.. .TOUCHING  AND 
DISTURBING. .  .OUTSTANDING" 

TORONTO  STAR 

Based  on  IF  BETTY  SHOULD  RISE  -  Ihe  hit  ol  the  1985  FourPlay  Festival 


DAVID  DEMCHUK'S 

Gi    «    E 

C    A    N    A    D 

w  o  *n 

I    A    N 
E   N 

Every 
family 
has  one 
secret.  . 

with  Beverley  Couse,  Shirley  Josephs, 

Ellen  Ray  Hennessy,  Shelley  Ledger 

and  Martha  Cronyn  as  Betty 

Directed  by  Robert  Scott 
Designed  by  Heather  Sherman 

AUGUST  5  —  24 

THEATRE  PASSE  MURAILLE  BACKSPACE 

363-2416  A  Theatre  Tozo  Production 


^°     ^ 


&v> 


v°c< 


»<ae 


Agent  (or  Atlas  Van  Lines 


WANT  TO 
BLOW  YOUR 
FRIENDS 
...AWAY? 

COME  SAIL 
ON  ST.  ELMO'S  FIRE 


CHOOSE  A  CRUISE 

Early  Bird 

*  Business  Class  Lunch 

Gourmet  Dinner 

Sunset  Strip 

Saturday  Sailors 

Sunday  Brunch 

Night  Moves 

Great  Escape 

CLIMB 

ABOARD 

ST.  ELMOS 

FIRE 

and 

experience 
that  exclusive 
party  you've  been 

waiting  for.  You  and  your  guests  will  enjoy  a 
unique  dining  experience,  an  exhilarating  ride,  the  best 
summer  sun,  or  a  starey,  starey  night. 


RESERVE 

WHAT  YOU 

DESERVE 

(416)465-7682 


PTx- 


"ELMO'S  FINE 


SAIL  N  CRUISE 
CHARTERS 


(9&  A  COUNTRY  JOURNAL  $) 
FOR  GAY  MEN  EVERYWHERE 


SI'KINi.   SIIMMIK  I  Ml.   f   \>IMIK 
*H.3l&  SAMPLE  COPY  LATEST  ISSUE 
U.00 REGULAR  SUBSCRIPTION  (IYR) 
AS.OOWTH  FIRST  CLASS  NAILING 
vRouiv  iTBtfv  1&-E   v    Dakersvllk.  1$,   t  28705  * 
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"If  you  can't 

be  a  house 

guest  in  the 

country. . . 

be  ours." 


Rill  House  is  a  restored  nineteenth 
century  country-house — worthy  of 
your  consideration  because  of  the 
determination  of  the  host  to  give  his 
guests  a  "special"  place  to  visit  that 
is  quiet,  secluded  and  memorable. 

In  w  inter  there  is  cross-country  and 
alpine  skiing,  quiet  walks  along  the 
Bruce  Trail — and  in  summer,  swim- 
ming, fishing  and  hiking — and 
always  a  host  who  knows  a  thing  or 
ijig  you  welccrafe. 

tate   and   fnm&al 

who  like  com  fori, 

to  pay  luxtayptjces. 

rth-west    of    Toronto. 


-Selby  Hotel- 


Member  IGTA 


You've  slept 
'  with  the 

rest... 
-  Now  sleep 

with 

the  best. 


It's  true.  Hemingway  lived  here. 
Double  Occupancy  from  $35 


Gratify  yourself! 

We've  got  tlie  men 
and  Toronto's 


friendliest  bars. 


:'it 


Bop  til  you  drop 
Disco. 


Cruisy  video  bar 


with  games,  juke  box,  and 
summer  courtyard. 


592  Sherbourne  St.  Toronto  M4X  1L4 

(just  below  Bloor  St  E.) 

(416)921-3142 


Share  the-- 
\ision 


^Dareto 


Your  doctor  cares  for  your  physical  health  and 
your  friends  give  you  emotional  support.  But 

where  do  you  turn  for  spiritual  strength? 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Toronto  is 

here  for  you,  today  and  forever.  Share  the 

dream,  share  our  new  home. 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Toronto 

20?)  GcrnnJ  Sireo  East 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M4E  2B3 

416   690-2UJ 


SHETLAND'S  MEADOW 
GUESTHOUSE  > 


THE  PERFECT  PLACE 
FOR  A  COUNTRY  GETAWAY 
FROM  $75  PER 
PERSON  PER  WEEKEND     *^ 

We  are  located  in  the  Grey  Bruce  County  near  Owen  Sound,  only  2  1/2  hours  north  of 

Toronto.  Perfect  for  a  Weekend  Getaway,  or  your  Summer  Vacation.  Go  Hiking  on  the 

Bruce  Trail,  sailing  nearby;  or  attend  local  antique  auctions  and  flea  markets. 

Call  961-8861  or  822-4484  or  write  to  89-2170  Bromsgrove  Rd. 
Mississauga  ON  L5J  4J2. 


Congratulations! 

519  Church  Street  Community  Centre,  All 

Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Day  Organizers  and 

Supporters  for  giving  us  a  Grand  Event 

and  Super  Special  Day! 

Shame  on  you, 
Mayor  Art  Eggleton, 

for  not  demonstrating  fashionable  and 
sophisticated  leadership  and  sharp  polit- 
ical sense  by  lending  a  hand  and  officially 
recognizing  this  important  day  and  event, 

plus  a  human/social  element  that  is  not 
going  to  disappear.  One  that  aggressively 

contributes  to  the  economic  growth  and 

stability  of  Toronto,  whose  practitioners 
have  supported  you! 

It's  time  for  Toronto  to  take  its 

rightful  place  among  all  other 

contemporary  and  progressive 

cities  throughout  the  word, 

moving  "Forward  Together!" 


Gary  Farr,  Toronto 


340  Somerset  W.,  Ottawa 


Welcomes  all  gay  visitors  to  Ottawa 


3I4  Jarvis  Street 

Toronto.  Ontario 

M5B  2C5 

(4I6)  59!  -6763 


ON  LOCATION  RESORT 
(416)894-1058 

Guestrooms  •  Cottages  •  Swimming  pool 

Private  grounds  •  Fabulous  Beach 

Heart  of  Niagara  Tourist  Area 

where  Canada  and  U.S.  meet 

WHERE  TORONTO  PARTIES 
IN  THE  SUMMER 
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BODY 


Proposed  federal  legislation  on  pornography  is  so 
bad,  only  the  loonies  support  it  Unfortunately,  the 
loonies  are  in  power  Andrew  Lesk  reports. 


Back  in  the  gutter  again 


Federal  justice  minister  John  Crosbie  intro- 
duced two  controversial  bills  in  the  House 
of  Commons  June  10,  Bill  C-113  and  Bill  C-114. 
The  former  primarily  addresses  "child  sexual 
abuse"  and  the  latter  focusses  on  definitions  of 
what  kinds  of  "pornography"  would  constitute 
indictable  offences.  The  two  bills  which  have 
prompted  an  outcry  from  representatives  from 
the  full  political  spectrum,  are  scheduled  for 
committee  hearings  later  this  year,  most  likely  in 
the  fall. 
Bringing  a  maximum  ten-year  sentence  are: 

•  enticing  or  involving  people  under  18  in  the 
production  or  distribution  of  "pornographic 
magazines  or  films,  including  videos; 

•  touching,  directly  or  indirectiy,  with  a  part  of 
the  body  or  an  object,  any  part  of  the  body  of  a 
person  under  the  age  of  14  ("sexual  inter- 
ference"); 

•  inviting  a  person  under  the  age  of  14  to  initi- 
ate "sexual  interference." 

A  maximum  sentence  of  five  years  could  be 
imposed  on  those  in  a  position  of  trust  or  author- 
ity over  people  aged  14  to  18  who  try  to  "exploit" 
them.  The  legal  remedies  relating  to  "child  sexu- 
al abuse"  do  not  allow  consent  as  a  defence. 

Current  law  defines  "men"  as  the  perpetrators 
of  prohibited  sexual  acts;  this  would  be  changed 
to  "person.' '  Most  notable  for  gay  men  and  lesbi- 
ans is  the  repeal  of  the  provision  against  gross  in- 
decency which  would  lower  the  age  of  consent  for 
homosexual  sex  to  14  from  21 .  This  change  would 
also  apparently  legalize  private  JO  clubs  and  or- 
gies in  which  the  participants  do  not  engage  in 
buggery. 

Gross  indecency  is  often  used  as  a  second 
charge  for  plea  bargaining  purposes  in  indecent 
act  cases.  The  repeal  of  the  gross  indecency 
section  of  the  Criminal  Code  may  also  affect 
police  surveillance  of  public  washrooms  by  video. 

Also  significant  is  the  change  of  the  age  of  con- 
sent for  buggery:  it  would  be  18  rather  than  21. 
The  act  of  buggery,  however,  would  still  be  con- 
sidered "public"  and  therefore  illegal,  if  more 
than  two  people  are  present. 

Biff  C-114  amends  the  Criminal 
Code,  making  it  illegal  to  produce 
or  circulate  pornography,  de- 
grading pornography  and  por- 
nography that  shows  physical 
harm,  or  possess  material  deem- 
ed to  contain  depictions  of  "child 
sexual  abuse."  The  bill  uses  the 
following  definitions: 

"Pornography"  means  any  visual  matter 
showing  vaginal,  anal  or  oral  intercourse,  ejac- 
ulation, sexually  violent  behaviour,  bestiality, 
incest,  necrophilia,  masturbation  or  other  sex- 
ual activity. 

"Sexually  violent  behaviour"  includes  sexual 
assault  and  any  behaviour  shown  for  the  ap- 
parent purpose  of  causing  sexual  gratification 
to  or  stimulation  of  the  viewer  in  which  phy  s- 


Prostitution  is  also  mentioned  in  the  propos- 
als. Forcing  someone  to  work  as  a  prostitute  or 
being  a  customer  of  a  juvenile  prostitute  are  pun- 
ishable offences,  and  mistaking  the  age  of  a 
young  prostitute  is  not  a  defence. 

Possession  of  "child  pornography"  would  al- 
so be  indictable.  This  includes,  for  example,  the 
unsuccessfully  prosecuted  article  "Men  Loving 
Boys  Loving  Men"  by  Gerald  Hannon  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Dec/Jan  1978  issue  of  TBP  and  ap- 
pears today  in  the  book  Flaunting  It! .  People  or 
organizations  possessing  this  issue  or  book  could 
be  prosecuted. 

These  bills,  aimed  at  visual  matter,  would  ex- 
empt printed  material  unless  it  is  about  those 

ical  pain  is  inflicted  on  a  person  by  another 
person  or  by  the  person  himself. 

"Degrading  pornography"  means  any  por- 
nography that  shows  defecation,  urination, 
ejaculation  or  expectoration  by  one  person  on- 
to another,  lactation,  menstruation,  penetra- 
tion of  a  bodily  orifice  with  an  object,  one  per- 
son treating  himself  or  another  as  an  animal 
or  object,  an  act  of  bondage  or  any  act  in 
which  one  person  attempts  to  degrade  himself 
or  another. 

"Pornography  that  shows  physical  harm" 
means  any  pornography  that  shows  a  person 
in  the  act  of  causing  or  attempting  to  cause  ac- 
tual or  simulated  permanent  or  extended  im- 
pairment of  the  body  of  any  person  or  of  its 
functions.*  ' 


who  are  or  appear  to  be  under  the  age  of  18.  No 
laws  are  broken  if  the  accused  can  prove  that  the 
"pornography"  is  of  scientific,  educational  or 
artistic  merit. 

The  Conservative  government  has  derived 
some  of  the  bills'  proposals  from  the  Fraser  com- 
mission and  the  Badgley  commission  reports,  al- 
though notable  exceptions  are  evident.  Ignored 
was  the  Fraser  commission  recommendation 
that  erotic  material  contained  in  adult  magazines 
would  be  exempt  from  prosecution  because  they 
are  acceptable  to  Canadians.  The  Badgley  com- 
mission's terms  of  reference  were  to  pay  "special 
attention  to  the  issues  of  age  and  consent."  The 
government's  adoption  of  the  commission's  rec- 
ommendation that  abusing  a  person  under  14 
could  be  done  by  "sexual  touching"  implies  that 
the  government  is  not  interested  in  consent,  espe- 
cially when  it  applies  to  youth. 

In  his  efforts  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  feminists 
and  right-wing  forces,  Crosbie  seems  to  have 
touched  too  many  bases.  In  the  July  edition  of 
Broadside,  a  feminist  review,  an  editorial  stated: 
"...the  interests  of  the  two  groups  are  not  the 
same,  and  in  trying  to  cut  it  both  ways,  the  gov- 
ernment has  underestimated  the  sophistication 
of  feminists,  and  we  hope,  the  majority  of  Cana- 
dians." Obviously,  the  Conservative  government 
has  used  feminist  concerns  as  a  figleaf.  Party 
right-wingers,  upset  with  Crosbie's  liberal  inter- 
pretations of  the  Charter  of  Rights  —  most  not- 
ably the  protection  for  lesbians  and  gays  —  could 
be  the  ones  to  blame  for  these  harsh  proposals. 

Susan  G  Cole,  a  Broadside  contributor,  told 
TBP  that  she  feels  the  proposed  laws  are  "run- 
ning in  opposite  directions"  in  addressing  por- 


nography with  obscenity  law.  Cole  said  that 
lumping  lactation  and  menstruation  in  with 
defecation  reveals  "anti-woman  sentiments." 

"It  is  crucial  to  see  the  political  process,"  Cole 
said,  referring  to  Crosbie's  attempts  to  please  the 
militant  factions  within  his  party.  What  should 
be  done  with  the  proposals  as  they  are?  "Throw 
them  out,"  Cole  says. 

More  criticism  of  extended  state  control  of 
pornography  came  from  a  Globe  and Mail  edito- 
rial: "...the  heart  of  the  pornography  bill  —  the 
Government's  suppressive  attitude  toward  depic- 
tions of  sex  between  consenting  adults  —  is  a  pur- 
itanical throwback  that  makes  a  mockery  of  the 
legislation.  It  should  be  tossed  out."  Louise 
Delude,  newly  elected  president  of  the  National 
Action  Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women,  told 
reporters:  "It  seems  that  they  have  listened  much 
too  closely  to  the  religious  and  fundamentalist 
groups  that  are  against  pornography  ...  because 
they  think  sex  is  dirty." 

"It's  obscene,"  she  continued.  "They  are 
reaching  too  far  in  the  hope  of  making  political 
capital  out  of  this  very  sexy  issue." 

Crosbie  himself  has  trouble  defending  his  pro- 
posals, most  evidently  when  he  appeared  on  the 
June  10  segment  of  the  nationally  televised  CBC 
programme  The  Journal.  When  commentator 
Barbara  Frum  asked  Crosbie  why  he  added  "or 
other  sexual  activity"  to  the  definition  of  por- 
nography. Crosbie  replied:  "Nothing  is  perfect." 

After  half-heartedly  describing  how  the  gov- 
ernment wishes  to  stop  "sadism  and  maso- 
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chism,"  he  said:  "There's  no  redeeming  feature 
for  this  material. . . .  You'll  see  why  we  have  to  take 
this  approach."  When  Frum  suggested  to 
Crosbie  that  he  was  giving  in  to  an  "extreme  lob- 
by," Crosbie  shamelessly  offered  a  completely 
unfounded  reply:  "I  don't  go  by  lobbies  or  pres- 
sure or  public  opinion;  it's  unanimity." 

Crosbie,  doing  his  best  to  avoid  a  direct  an- 
swer, finished  with:  "...these  groups  (referring  to 
organized  feminists)  are  on  the  frontiers  and 
therefore  they're  never  going  to  agree  completely 
with  anything  the  government  suggests ....  I  think 
the  reactions  have  been  positive." 

Later,  in  the  same  programme,  Frum  spoke 
with  Rose  Potvin,  president  of  the  Canadian  Co- 
alition Against  Media  Pornography.  Potvin  de- 
scribed the  laws  as  being  "almost  a  little  more 
than  we  wanted,"  but  said  that  "Three-quarters 
of  what  we  have  in  the  law  is  going  to  be  very,  very 
good."  After  revealing  her  misunderstanding  of 
the  parliamentary  process  —  a  bill,  according  to 
Potvin,  goes  through  a  fourth  reading  —  Potvin 
said  that  she  doesn't  "have  a  problem  picking  out 
degrading  materia],"  although  she  told  The  Tor- 
onto Star  on  June  11  that  she  "has  trouble  find- 
ing the  line  between  erotica  and  pornography." 

Speaking  later  with  TBP,  Potvin  said  that  she 
believes  that  she  was  misquoted  by  the  Star,  re- 
gardless, she  said  she  found  it  hard  to  believe  that 
"plain,  sensible  people  like  engaging  in  degrad- 
ing sexual  practices."  She  maintained  that  por- 
nography of  a  degrading  nature  leads  to 
restriction  of  freedoms,  namely  personal  safety. 

Potvin  also  felt  that  the  phrase  "or  other  sexu- 
al activity"  should  read  "or  other  similar  activi- 
ty" so  that  the  law  would  not  be  all-encompas- 
sing. While  she  stated  on  The  Journal  that  95 
percent  of  porn  is  directed  against  women,  she  la- 
ter withdrew  this  stating  that  she  really  would  not 
quote  a  figure;  it  was  used  only  as  a  rebuttal  to  her 
co-interviewee,  author  June  Callwood. 

Callwood,  noted  for  her  anti-censorship 
stands,  simply  said:  "This  is  an  example  of  the 
law  gone  crazy." 

Callwood,  who  also  raised  the  unanswered 
question  of  why  Customs  officers  should  be  al- 
lowed to  make  a  decision  on  what  she  herself  was 
allowed  to  view,  summed  up  her  interview  by  tel- 
ling Frum:  "I'm  rather  glad  this  law  is  so  awful.  I 
think  it  says  more  for  the  issue  that  I  have  been 
struggling  to  explain  for  a  long  time:  that  you 
cannot  catch  a  violence  by. . .  trying  to  censor  de- 
pictions of  women  being  hurt.  It  isn't  going  to 
end  rape...." 

Discussion  of  the  implication  of  these  bills  will 
probably  rest  solely  with  a  standing  committee. 
According  to  Varda  Burstyn,  co-founder  of  Fem- 
inists Against  Censorship,  the  committee  stage  is 
not  a  good  forum  for  communicating  views  on 
the  proposed  legislation.  She  points  to  the 
Badgley  commission  report  as  as  example  of 
committee  presentation  without  any  real 
subsequent  public  discussion.  Of  the  bills, 
Burstyn  says  they  are  "clearly  anti-sex  rather 
than  anti-sexist"  and  that  they  "ignore  feminist 
concerns." 

The  Canadian  Committee  Against  Customs 
Censorship  (CCACQ  is  trying  to  organize  a 
cross-country  response  to  the  proposals. 

"We  hope  to  coordinate  displays  of  material 
that  have  been  banned  or  could  be  banned  under 
these  laws,"  CCACC  spokesperson  Christine 
Bearchell  told  TBP,  pointing  out  that  CCACC  is 
concerned  about  alerting  the  public  to  the  real 


dangers  of  Crosbie' s  proposals. 

All  three  federal  parties  favour  Bill  C-113  and, 
with  a  majority  Conservative  government  at  the 
helm,  C-114,  containing  the  definition  of 
"pornography,"  could  be  passed  virtually 
untouched.  The  important  issue  of  how  this 
legislation  could  affect  consenting  adults  will 
probably  not  be  addressed  by  the  Conservatives 
when  the  expected  cosmetic  touches  are  added  to 
the  bills.  Andrew  Lesle 


Profs  get  offer  in 
gay  spouses  dispute 


Acadia  University  in  Wolfville,  NS  has  offered  to 
pay  half  the  cost  of  medical  insurance  for  the  lov- 
ers ot  two  of  its  gay  faculty  members.  However, 
Mat  Hughes,  a  music  professor,  and  Beert 
Verstraete,  a  classics  professor,  have  not  yet  ac- 
cepted the  offer. 

Hughes  and  Verstraete  launched  a  grievance 
against  Acadia  earlier  this  year  (TBP  June  1986) 
after  the  Board  of  Governors  refused  to  pay  for 
medical  benefits  for  the  two  men's  lovers.  The 
collective  agreement  between  faculty  and  the  uni- 
versity provides  tuition  and  medical  benefits  for 
faculty  spouses  and  bars  discrimination  because 
of  sexual  orientation.  The  university  agreed  to 
extend  tuition  benefits  to  the  lovers  of  gay  faculty 
last  November.  But  Maritime  Medical  Care  Inc, 
the  company  which  provides  Acadia's  medical 
coverage,  would  not  agree  to  cover  partners  of 
gays. 

Acadia's  Group  Insurance  Triannual  Review 
Committee  proposed  a  compromise,  under 
which  the  university  would  pay  for  half  the  cost  of 
individual  coverage  for  the  lovers  and  the  two  fac- 
ulty members  would  pay  the  other  half.  That  pro- 
posal has  now  been  accepted  by  the  university. 

Verstraete  says  the  proposal  is  discriminatory 
because  it  means  gay  faculty  must  pay  extra  to 
obtain  the  coverage  that  straight  faculty  members 
receive  from  the  existing  plan.  "We're  willing  to 
accept  this  as  an  interim  measure,"  he  says,  "but 
we  eventually  want  coverage  through  the  group 
plan."  KenPoperf 


Alberta  ML  As  greet  gays 

Gay  rights  bill  introduced  in  legislature  for  first  time 


EDMONTON  -  "Mr  Speaker,  I  have  the  great 
pleasure  today,  during  this  Week  of  Gay  and  Les- 
bian Awareness,  to  introduce  to  all  members  of 
this  assembly  members  of  several  Edmonton 
constituencies  who  have  worked  to  promote 
GALA  Week.  I  ask  on  this  unprecedented  day 
that  they  rise  from  their  seats  in  the  visitors'  gal- 
lery and  receive  a  warm  welcome  from  this  Legis- 
lative Assembly." 

Unprecedented  indeed!  The  speaker  was  Rev 
William  Roberts,  the  newly-elected  NDP  MLA  for 
Edmonton  Centre  and  he  was  addressing  the  new 
Alberta  legislature  during  the  welcome  of  special 
guests  on  June  26.  Gay  and  lesbian  Albertans  are 
not  accustomed  to  being  treated  amicably  by 
their  elected  officials.  The  visitors  could  appreci- 
ate the  irony  of  receiving  public  recognition  and 
applause  from  a  governing  body  whose  members 
have  usually  dismissed  our  concerns  or  were  nev- 
er careful  to  hide  their  disdain. 

The  gay  and  lesbian  delegation  had  really 
come  to  hear  Roberts  introduce  a  private  mem- 
ber's bill  that  would  amend  Alberta's  human 
rights  act  to  include  protections  for  homosex- 


'Unprecedented.'  MLA  William  Roberts 

uals.  It  was  the  first  time  such  a  bill  has  been  put 
forward  in  Alberta. 


Ottawa  axes  homophobe 

Advocated  bias,  Saskatoon  lawyer  dropped  as  tribunal  candidate 


Saskatchewan  gays  and  lesbians  can  breathe  a 
sigh  of  relief:  Thomas  Schuck  has  been  removed 
from  the  federal  Canadian  Human  Rights  Tri- 
bunal. The  Tribunal  is  a  pool  of  appointees  from 
among  whom  are  chosen  judges  for  individual 
rights  cases  under  the  Canadian  Human  Rights 
Act. 

Earlier  this  year,  Schuck  publicly  criticized  the 
parliamentary  Equality  Rights  Sub-Committee 
for  recommending  that  gays  be  protected  under 
the  Act.  He  told  the  Saskatoon  Star-Phoenix: 
"Society  must  discriminate  because  discrimina- 
tion... shows  society's  disapproval  of  certain 
conduct."  And  he  told  TBP:  "We  wouldn't  intro- 
duce legislation  banning  discrimination  against 
murderers." 

Although  no  reason  was  given  for  the  removal 
of  his  name  from  the  list  of  Tribunal  members 
published  annually  in  the  Canada  Gazette,  it 


probably  reflected  the  manner  in  which  he  ex- 
pressed his  opinions,  not  his  opinions  themselves. 
It  is  entirely  legal  to  discriminate  against  homo- 
sexuals. But,  as  former  Saskatchewan  Human 
Rights  Commission  chairman  Ken  Norman 
points  out,  such  controversial  statements  to  the 
press  by  a  member  of  the  Tribunal  create  "an  un- 
tenable conflict  of  interest."  In  the  wake  of  poten- 
tial legislation,  says  Norman,  "he  disentitles 
himself  from  being  able  to  sit  as  an  apparent  ob- 
jectivejudge." 

Mike  Glenn,  a  Tribunal  information  officer, 
indicated  that  angry  letters  about  Schuck  had 
been  received  by  his  office,  but  would  not  say 
whether  these  were  a  consideration  in  the  deci- 
sion to  remove  Schuck.  He  did  say  that,  once  a 
member  is  removed,  he  or  she  can  never  again  be 
eligible  for  a  Tribunal  position.  Tony  Johnston* 


The  amendment  was  introduced,  but,  as  with 
most  private  member's  bills,  it  will  likely  not  ad- 
vance to  a  second  reading  or  debate  on  the  floor. 

Just  one  hour  of  legislature  time  each  week  is 
allocated  to  private  member's  bills.  Bills  not 
brought  up  simply  die  on  the  order  paper  and 
must  be  reintroduced  in  the  following  session, 
whereupon  the  procedure  is  repeated. 

While  the  fate  of  Roberts's  bill  is  predictable,  it 
is  the  gesture  that  is  significant.  It  reinforces  the 
sense  that  the  political  climate  has  been  altered  by 
the  recent  election  (TBP  July  1986)  and  that  the 
conditions  exist  to  allow  the  expression  and  con- 
sideration of  a  greater  range  of  concerns . 

Even  so,  some  things  do  not  change.  A  day  af- 
ter he  introduced  his  bill,  Roberts  was  confronted 
by  a  Conservative  MLA  from  Red  Deer  who  de- 
clared his  actions,  as  an  Anglican  minister,  an 
abomination.  In  Alberta,  it  seems,  death,  taxes 
and  prairie  bigots  will  always  remain. 

JeffWinkelaar* 


Hookers  win  support 
from  women's  group 


OTTAWA  —  Lesbian  activism  is  alive  and  well,  if 
somewhat  underground,  in  the  National  Action 
Committee  on  the  Status  of  Women  (NAC).  NAC's 
Annual  General  Meeting  this  year  (May  30- June 
2)  marked  the  Canada-wide  coalition's  14th  an- 
niversary. 

This  AGM  also  marked  the  second  anniverary 
of  the  Lesbian  Issues  Committee. 

The  lesbian  caucus's  discussion  of  NAC's  pol- 
icies on  lesbian  rights  was  limited  to  producing  a 
carefully  worded  question  —  and  a  rationale  for 
why  it  should  be  among  the  eight  questions  raised 
with  MPs  during  NAC's  annual  lobby  on  Parlia- 
ment Hill.  This  past  year  NAC  has  experienced 
impressive  growth,  with  the  addition  of  100  new 
member  organizations.  But  few  of  those  seemed 
to  be  lesbian  groups. 

At  least  one  of  those  new  members,  the  Cana- 
dian Organization  for  the  Rights  of  Prostitutes 
(CORP),  is  forcing  NAC  to  re-examine  some  of  its 
traditional  approaches  to  sexual  politics. 

Defending  their  emergency  resolution,  CORP 
members  hammered  home  how  vital  it  was  that 
whores  achieve  control  over  their  working  condi- 
tions in  order  to  gain  control  over  their  own  lives. 
Many  delegates  seemed  reluctant  to  take  prosti- 
tutes' word  that  pimping,  procuring  and  bawdy- 
house  laws  were  as  much  a  part  of  their  oppres- 
sion as  the  soliciting  law. 

A  lesbian  member  of  CORP  stood  at  the  mic- 
rophone and  read  out  the  text  of  the  pimping  law 
that  criminalizes  anyone  who  lives  with  or  is  habi- 
tually in  the  company  of  a  prostitute.  "Essential- 
ly it  says  that  prostitutes  can't  have  friends,"  she 
explained.  "My  lover  is  a  prostitute  so  that  law 
says  I'm  a  pimp." 

All  three  parts  of  the  resolution  —  to  work  to 
repeal  the  soliciting  law,  to  oppose  all  other  legis- 
lation that  seeks  to  control  the  lives  of  prostitutes, 
and  to  include  prostitutes  in  the  formulation  of 
related  NAC  policy  —  were  eventually  adopted, 
with  friendly  amendments  fine-tuning  the 
wording.  Christine  Bearchell* 
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Determined.  'I'm fighting  the  case  because  gay  people  have  been  pushed  around  long  enough,'  says  fired  youth  counsellor  Rob  Joyce. 

Fired  man  won't  say  'uncle* 

BC  won  7  compensate  gay  youth  counsellor  it  ruined  with  false  sex  abuse  accusation 


VANCOUVER  —  Two  years  ago  youth  counsellor 
Rob  Joyce  won  an  important  victory:  a  gay  man 
falsely  accused  of  sexual  misconduct,  he  succeed- 
ed in  forcing  the  BC  government  to  remove  his 
name  from  a  provincial  child  abuse  register.  That 
should  have  been  the  end  of  Joyce's  fight  for  fair 
treatment,  but  it  wasn't.  Now  Joyce  faces  mount- 
ing bills  as  he  resolutely  pursues  his  suit  against 
the  government  for  defamation  and  wrongful 
dismissal. 

"A  lot  of  people  think  the  case  has  gone  away 
and  some  other  people  think  I've  dropped  it," 
says  Joyce,  referring  to  the  lack  of  publicity  dur- 
ing the  last  year.  In  fact,  the  recent  low  profile  of 
the  case  was  the  result  of  Joyce's  need  to  rebuild 
his  life  after  being  accused  of  sexual  abuse  and 
being  dismissed  from  his  job.  "The  last  two  years 
were  an  essential  period  to  reconstruct  my  own 
life  and  and  get  on  with  my  own  pursuits,"  he 
explains. 

Joyce  was  funded  in  August  1980  by  the  BC 
Ministry  of  the  Attorney  General  to  work  as  a  job 
placement  officer.  He  was  assigned  to  the  Senator 
youth  hostel  for  juvenile  prostitutes,  a  project  of 
the  BC  Ministry  of  Human  Resources,  in  Van- 
couver. He  was  so  effective  in  finding  jobs  for 
young  men  who  wanted  to  get  out  of  prostitution 
that  he  received  a  special  commendation  from 
human  resources  minister  Grace  McCarthy  in 
January  1982.  But  then  the  roof  fell  in:  a  month 
later,  members  of  the  Senator  management  filed 
a  report  claiming  that  Joyce  was  guilty  of  sexual 
misconduct  with  one  of  his  clients. 

Joyce  says  some  of  the  Senator  management 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  him  because  they  learned  that 
he  had  been  asked  by  an  official  of  the  attorney 
general's  ministry  to  document  instances  of  sex- 
ual abuse  and  illegal  drug  use  on  the  Senator 


premises. 

In  the  wake  of  the  accusation,  Joyce  was  fired, 
his  name  was  placed  on  the  child  abuse  register 
and  McCarthy,  in  her  capacity  as  a  cabinet  minis- 
ter, repeated  the  accusation  of  sexual  abuse  on  an 
open-line  radio  programme. 

Joyce  filed  suit,  alleging  defamation  and 
wrongful  dismissal. 

Three  human  resources  ministry  investiga- 
tions were  subsequently  conducted  without  find- 
ing any  evidence  of  wrong  doing  by  Joyce.  A  re- 
port from  the  provincial  ombudsman  recom- 
mended the  ministry  apologize  to  Joyce  for  its 
actions. 

More  interesting,  within  a  week  of  the  sex 
abuse  accusation,  the  supposed  victim  told  a 
ministry  worker  that  the  man  he  had  sex  with 
might  not  have  been  Joyce  at  all. 

Eighteen  months  later,  the  boy  approached 
Joyce  on  the  street  and  apologized.  Joyce  flagged 
down  a  passing  police  car  and  had  a  police  officer 
witness  a  signed  statement  by  the  boy,  which 
read,  "Rob  Joyce  did  not  sexually  represent  him- 
self in  any  way  to  me,"  and  said  that  the  case 
against  Joyce  was  "based  on  rumours." 

Despite  the  boy's  statement,  the  provincial 
government  still  refused  to  strike  Joyce's  name 
from  the  child  abuse  register. 

Finally,  Joyce  filed  a  petition  in  BC  Supreme 
Court  in  November  1983,  seeking  to  have  his 
name  removed  from  the  child  abuse  register.  He 
expected  a  lengthy  court  battle.  To  his  surprise, 
the  government  backed  down  in  March  1984  and 
agreed  to  remove  his  name  from  the  register  and 
to  pay  his  legal  costs.  But  it  refused  to  pay  Joyce 
his  back  wages  and  rehire  him,  leaving  a  cloud  of 
suspicion  hanging  over  the  youth  counsellor. 

To  clear  his  name  once  and  for  all  and  make 


himself  once  again  employable  in  youth  counsel- 
ling, Joyce  pressed  on  with  the  lawsuits  for  defa- 
mation and  wrongful  dismissal,  naming  Grace 
McCarthy  and  other  government  officials,  and 
the  Ministry  of  the  Attorney  General. 

"I've  only  worked  for  seven  months  since  then,' ' 
explains  Joyce.  "I  can't  find  work.  I'mon  welfare 
again.  The  only  time  I  did  find  work  was  through 
a  (Canada)  Manpower  grant.  Someone  shouldn't 
go  from  being  one  of  the  top  counsellors  in  the  city 
to  being  unemployable." 

TBP  contacted  the  BC  Ministry  of  Human  Re- 
sources to  ask  why  the  government  would  not  pay 
Joyce  his  back  wages  or  rehire  him.  Human  Re- 
sources information  officer  Art  Scott  replied  that 
Joyce  wasn't  an  employee  of  the  human  resources 
ministry  at  the  time  of  his  dismissal  and  ruled  out 
further  questions:  "The  policy  of  the  ministry  is 
that  we  don't  comment  on  matters  that  are  before 
the  courts." 

The  government  responded  to  Joyce's  lawsuits 
with  legal  manoeuvres  which  ate  into  Joyce's  de- 
fence fund.  It  suceeded,  for  example,  in  having 
the  attorney  general's  ministry  removed  from  the 
suit  because  of  a  minor  technical  error  in  the  orig- 
inal writ  filed  with  the  court.  It  also  asked  for, 
and  got,  an  order  requiring  Joyce  to  pay  its  legal 
bills  for  the  motion. 

"A  year  ago,  there  was  a  motion  brought  by 
the  Ministry  of  Human  Resources,"  says  Joyce, 
"to  remove  everyone  from  the  defamation  suit 
except  Grace  McCarthy,  somewhat  conceding 
that  she  defamed  me  on  an  open-line  radio 
show."  Just  hours  before  that  motion  was  to  be 
heard,  the  ministry  agreed  to  drop  it  if  Joyce 
would  pay  the  cost  of  having  the  ministry  lawyer 
flown  in  to  Vancouver  from  Victoria. 

lawyers  for  Joyce  and  the  government  arc 


presently  carrying  out  pretrial  examinations  for 
discovery,  leading  up  to  the  actual  trial  for  defa- 
mation, scheduled  for  this  coming  November. 

Although  the  government  agreed  to  pay  court 
costs  for  Joyce's  campaign  to  have  his  name  re- 
moved from  the  child  abuse  register,  he  and  the 
Rob  Joyce  Legal  Defence  Fund  have  had  to  pay  all 
the  costs  arising  to  date  in  the  defamation  and 
wrongful  dismissal  suits. 

"The  real  dilemma  we're  in  right  now  is  that 
we've  got  a  bill  for  $1,100  and  there  is  $300  in  the 
defence  fund,' '  explains  Joyce.  "The  case  is  really 
being  stymied  in  a  way  by  the  fact  that  there  will 
be  20  to  30  examinations  for  discovery  that  are  es- 
sential to  the  case,  including  Grace  McCarthy." 

"They've  all  got  to  be  examined,  and  they  will 
take  a  day  or  two  each.  As  well  (at)  every  examin- 
ation you  are  required  to  buy  documents,  which 
are  very  expensive." 

"We're  reluctant  to  proceed  with  the  examina- 
tions, which  are  essential,  because  we  don't  have 
the  money,'  'says  Joyce. ' '  We  have  got  to  get  start- 
ed on  another  fundraising  campaign." 

Tim  Louis,  Joyce's  lawyer,  has  agreed  to  forego 
his  usual  fees  in  prosecuting  the  case,  which  he  es- 
timates would  have  run  to  as  much  as  $10,000  by 
the  time  the  trials  are  completed.  But,  even  so,  the 
cost  of  documents  and  other  necessary  expenses 
could  be $3,000. 

Louis  also  stresses  another  cost  of  the  case:  the 
strain  on  Rob  Joyce.  "There's  no  question  that 
it's  a  very  trying  and  difficult  matter  for  Rob,"  he 
says.  "It's  really  testing  his  ability  to  hang  on." 

Joyce  has  continued  the  case  despite  his  own 
reluctance  because  he  feels  that  he  is  being  perse- 
cuted for  being  gay  and  that  the  Ministry  of  Hu- 
man Resources  clings  to  the  idea  that  gay  means 
guilty. 

He  has  been  backed  by  Vancouver's  Gay 
Rights  Union,  which  shares  his  assessment  of  the 
government's  motives.  Harry  Grundsky,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  group,  says  it's  a  case  of  dis- 
crimination and  gay  stereotyping:  "The  govern- 
ment would  like  us  to  believe  that,  because  Rob  is 
gay,  he  must  be  guilty  (of  sexual  abuse).  The  me- 
dia here  are  constantly  full  of  child-molestation 
scare  stories.  The  government  has  abolished  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  and  makes  people 
pay  for  justice  in  the  courts." 

"I'd  be  much  better  served  by  leaving  it  be- 
hind," says  Joyce.  "But  I'm  fighting  the  case  be- 
cause gay  people  have  been  pushed  around  long 
enough  and  how  could  I,  as  a  gay  activist,  en- 
courage other  people  to  fight  cases  if,  when 
something  comes  to  my  doorstep,  I  walk  away 
from  it?" 

"If  this  happened  to  a  straight  man,  it  would 
be  apple  pie.  McCarthy  would  have  apologized 
a  long  time  ago.  I  would  have  got  my  job  back.  I 
could  have  cleared  my  name." 

"I  don't  want  to  come  across  as  a  victim, 
though,"  says  Joyce.  "I'm  not  a  victim,  I'm  in 
the  driver's  seat  of  this  case  and  I'm  not  begging 
for  money.  I  think  people  should  give  to  the  case 
because  it's  a  winnable  case  and  it  will  help  them 
when  I  win  it." 

Donations  can  be  made  to  the  Rob  Joyce  Legal 
Defence  Fund  at  Box  3130,  MPO,  Vancouver,  BC 
V6B3X6.  Michael  Braise 
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Certification  vote 
okays  unionization 
off  Halifax  club 


HALIFAX  —  Rumour  has  it  that  Rumours,  this 
city's  principal  gay  social  spot,  may  soon  be 
unionized. 

The  results  of  a  certification  vote  conducted  by 
the  Hotel,  Restaurant  and  Bartender  Employees 
Union,  a  CLC  affiliate,  favoured  unionization  of 
the  employees  of  the  non-profit  social  club  oper- 
ated by  the  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality.  A  prelim- 
inary hearing  was  held  in  June  with  a  final  deci- 
sion yet  to  be  announced. 

Still  to  be  decided  is  the  exact  make-up  of  the 
bargaining  unit.  Besides  the  manager,  Rumours 
employs  12  people  full-time:  three  security  per- 
sons, five  bartenders,  a  carpenter,  two  DJs  and  a 
cleaner. 

A  key  issue  of  concern  to  the  employees  is  job 
security.  Developers  plan  to  convert  the  Green 
Lantern  Building,  whose  grungy  halls  have  hous- 
ed many  a  gay  institution,  into  a  luxury  hotel. 
The  club  is  scheduled  to  move  next  year  when  its 
lease  expires  to  an  as  yet  undetermined  location. 
Rumours  staff  want  to  know  whether  there  will  be 
a  job  waiting  for  each  of  them  when  the  unpack- 
ing is  finished.  Robin  Metcalfe* 

Scholarship  set  up 

in  memory  of 

g  ay  bashing  victim 


A  scholarship  has  been  established  at  the  Nation- 
al Ballet  School  in  memory  of  Kenn  Zeller,  the 
40-year-old  gay  man  beaten  to  death  in  a  Toronto 
park  last  June  21  by  five  high  school  students 
(TBP,  January  1986). 

Zeller,  a  high  school  librarian  popular  with 
students  and  parents  alike,  had  been  an  enthusi- 
astic supporter  of  the  National  Ballet  Company 
and  enjoyed  working  with  young  people,  both  in 
his  professional  capacity  and  as  a  voluntary 
worker  helping  inner  city  teenagers.  After  his 
murder,  parents  of  his  students  raised  enough 
money  to  commission  a  portrait  of  Zeller  for  his 
high  school. 

Funds  to  endow  the  scholarship  have  been 
contributed  by  Zeller's  lover,  Eric  Lipka,  and 
friends.  "It's  nice  to  have  something  good  come 
out  of  a  tragedy,"  Lipka  says. 

Contributions  to  the  Kenn  Zeller  Scholarship 
endowment  can  be  sent  to  the  National  Ballet 
School,  105  Maitland  St,  Toronto  M4Y  1E4. 

Ken  Paper  f 


ONCEUPON  ATIME 


Five  years  ago: 

July  13, 1981:  Five  months  after  the  bathhouse 

raids,  Toronto  City  Council  appoints  Arnold 

Bruner  to  conduct  a  study  into  relations  between 

the  police  and  the  gay  community. 

August  1-7,  1981:  In  Vancouver,  Mayor  Mike 

Harcourt  proclaims  Gay  Unity  Week ;  a  parade  is 

part  of  the  celebrations  for  the  first  time. 

Ten  years  ago: 

Summer,  1976:  The  Body  Politic  receives  a 
$1,500  grant  from  the  Ontario  Arts  Council ,  the 
first  of  three  such  grants.       Michael  Totzke* 


Lesbian 
and  Gay 
Pride 
Day '86 


Proud  and  loud.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day 
was  marked  in  at  least  four  cities  this  year:  St  John 's, 
Ottawa,  Toronto  and  Edmonton. 

Ottawa  lesbians  and  gays  held  their  first  Gay  Pride 
Week,  which  included  a  June  28 picnic  in  Strathcona 
Park  (see photo). 

The  biggest  event  was  in  Toronto,  where  a  record 
eight  to  ten  thousand  people  took  part  in  the  June  29 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  march. 


Newfoundland  NDP 
favours  gay  rights 


ST  JOHN'S  -  The  Newfoundland  New  Demo- 
cratic Party  will  support  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
their  struggle  for  equal  rights  and  will  appeal  for 
the  appropriate  changes  in  the  province's  human 
rights  code. 

At  the  June  7  and  8  NDP  convention  in  St 
John's,  party  members  recognized  that  "lesbians 
and  gay  men  in  the  province  have  no  protection  in 
the  provincial  or  federal  human  rights  codes,  or 
federal  Charter  of  Rights,  and  have  and  will  con- 
tinue to  suffer  discrimination  in  housing,  em- 
ployment and  other  aspects  of  their  daily  lives." 

"We  considered  it  very  important  that  there  be 
protection  against  sexual  discrimination  for  gay 
men  and  women,"  said  Rosemary  House,  an 


NDP  delegate  from  the  St  John's  East  district. 

The  resolution  that  "the  New  Democratic  Par- 
ty make  a  commitment  to  lesbian  and  gay  men  in 
their  struggle  for  equal  rights  by  adopting  party 
policy  to  support  them  in  their  effort  towards 
equality"  was  passed  almost  unanimously  by  the 
delegates. 

It  further  resolved  that  "the  Party  demonstrates 
its  support  by  appealing  for  changes  to  the  Human 
Rights  Code  incorporating  sexual  orientation  as  a 
prohibited  ground  for  discrimination." 

"We  wanted  the  NDP  to  show  its  support  for 
the  gay  community  and  our  concern  for  human 
rights,"  said  House.  "As  far  as  I  know,  all  three 
federal  parties  have  committed  themselves  to 
eliminating  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation,"  said  House. 

The  New  Democratic  Party  holds  one  seat  in 
the  52-seat  Newfoundland  House  of  Assembly. 

JeffPaddocIc 


Lesbian  videotapes 
seized  again  in  BC 


Customs  officers  in  Toronto  are  not  the  only  ones 
working  hard  to  protect  us  from  ourselves. 

Customs  in  Vancouver  seized  a  copy  of  the 
Blush  Productions  videotape  Private  Plea- 
sures/Shadows April  1. 

Evelyn  Beheshti  of  Vancouver  ordered  the  tape 
from  the  California  distributor  and  had  it  seized 
for  examination  when  she  went  to  claim  it.  The 
dust  jacket  on  the  cassette  shows  a  scene  from  the 
video,  which  has  been  declared  prohibited  for  im- 
port by  Customs  in  Toronto  as  well. 

Beheshti  is  appealing  the  seizure. 

Gillian  Rodgerson* 
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Nova  Scotia  to  ban  gay  cops 

Uproar  greets  attorney  general's  threat  to  pass  law  overriding  Charter  of  Rights 


HALIFAX — The  attorney  general  of  Nova  Scotia 
is  threatening  to  opt  out  of  the  Charter  of  Rights 
And  Freedoms  in  a  bid  to  keep  gays  and  lesbians 
off  the  province's  police  forces. 

In  an  address  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  At- 
lantic Provinces  Police  Chiefs  Association, 
Ronald  Giffin  said  he  will  use  Section  34  of  the 
Charter  to  exempt  the  province  from  federal  leg- 
islation allowing  gays  to  enlist  in  the  RCMP  and 
the  Armed  Forces. 

He  also  said  if  necessary  there  will  be  legisla- 
tion to  allow  the  Nova  Scotia  Police  Commission 
to  fire  any  gays  who  might  be  hired  without  re- 
vealing their  sexual  orientation.  "I  honestly 
wonder  if  we  aren't  being  carried  away  with  indi- 
vidual rights,"  said  Giffin.  Giffin  has  received 
support  from  some  police  chiefs.  "I'm  very 
pleased  that  Mr  Giffin  has  taken  a  stand  and  is 
prepared  to  defend  it  with  legislation,' '  said  Truro 
police  chief  Lonnie  Murray.  And  New  Waterford 
police  chief  Douglas  Crowe,  president  of  the  At- 
lantic Provinces  Police  Chiefs  Association,  said: 
"I  agree  with  the  attorney  general  100  percent.  I 
give  him  credit  for  taking  a  stand." 

But  Giffin' s  remarks  have  received  harsh  criti- 
cism from  gay  rights  activists,  civil  liberties 
groups  and  the  media  in  Nova  Scotia,  as  well  as 
police  unions  and  politicians. 

Joe  Ross,  executive  director  of  the  Police  Asso- 
ciation of  Nova  Scotia,  said  he  will  fight  the  attor- 
ney general's  office  in  court  if  police  officers  are 
fired  because  they're  gay.  "If  I  have  members 
now  and  they  were  dismissed  over  homosexual 

photo:  Philip  Hannan 


preference,  then  we  have  a  duty  as  an  association 
to  look  at  their  grievances  and  would  be  obligated 
to  do  so,"  said  Ross. 

A  member  of  the  Civil  Rights  Committee  of 
the  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  in  Halifax  said  Gif- 
fin might  believe  he  represents  Nova  Scotia  in  his 
opinion  about  allowing  gays  to  join  police  forces, 
but  the  response  his  remarks  have  generated  show 
he  is  wrong.  "He's  not  reading  Nova  Scotia 
right,  he's  not  even  reading  the  cops  right,"  said 
Lynn  Murphy.  "Every  time  he  opens  his  mouth 
he  puts  his  foot  into  it  and  he  insults  someone 
else.  Now  he's  too  stubborn  to  back  down." 

Murphy  says  Giffin' s  attack  on  the  gay  com- 
munity is  one  way  the  attorney  general  can  attack 
the  Charter,  something,  she  said,  he's  never 
agreed  with.  Giffin's  suggestion  that  Nova  Scotia 
opt  out  of  the  Charter  shows  his  intent  in  weaken- 
ing the  individual  rights  it  guarantees,  says  Mur- 
phy, and  opens  the  way  for  further  erosion  of  the 
Charter  down  the  road. 

Murphy  said  she  wasn't  surprised  that  Giffin 
believes  that  gay  people  should  not  work  as  cops, 
but  she  was  surprised  that  he  publicly  stated  these 
beliefs  and  intends  to  enforce  them  with  legisla- 
tion if  necessary.  "What  surprised  me  is  that  he 
thought  he  could  say  those  things,  innocently  in  a 
sense,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  ruckus  those 
statements  would  cause,"  she  said. 

That  ruckus  has  included  front-page  headlines 
in  the  Halifax  press  shouting  "Giffin  must  go." 
and  editorials  calling  his  attack  on  the  Charter 
"hopeless."  "We  don't  think  Giffin  has  the 


slightest  hope  of  opting  out  of  anything  except  his 
job,  which  sounds  like  a  good  idea,"  said  an  edit- 
orial in  the  Daily  News. 

MP  Howard  Crosby  (PC  -  Halifax  West) 
came  close  to  calling  for  Giffin's  resignation  for 
his  gay-bashing  stance.  "He  should  reconsider 
whether  he  should  carry  on  as  attorney  general," 
said  Crosby.  Crosby  said  Giffin  is  entitled  to  his 
views  on  how  homosexuals  should  be  treated,  but 
as  attorney  general,  "he  is  not  the  arbiter  of  hu- 
man rights,  but  the  officer  sworn  to  uphold 
them." 

Nova  Scotia  cabinet  ministers  have  been  quiet 


VANCOUVER 

ASK  Reunion.  A  meeting  of  people  who  were 
associated  with  the  Association  for  Social 
Knowledge,  the  first  Canadian  gay  rights  organiza- 
tion, which  functioned  in  Vancouver  in  the  1960s. 
October  3  and  4.  Location  to  be  announced.  Con- 
tact Doug  Sanders  for  more  information,  (604) 
734-4715. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  Festival.  This  year's  theme 
is  "Remembering  the  Past;  Creating  the  Future.' ' 
August  1-17.  Events  include  a  parade,  rally  and 


on  the  issue  and  many  gay  activists  are  saying  it's 
time  the  premier's  office  issued  a  statement  repu- 
diating Giffin's  stand.  "I'd  like  to  hear  the  pre- 
mier say  he  doesn't  agree  with  Giffin  and  that  the 
province  doesn't  agree  with  Giffin  and,  of  course, 
I'd  like  a  resignation  to  follow,"  said  Murphy. 

Gays  and  lesbians  and  their  supporters  are 
meeting  in  Halifax  to  decide  on  strategy  to  fight 
the  attorney  general. 

Posters  around  the  city  ask  workers  to  call  the 
premier's  and  attorney  general's  offices  to 
protest. 

Murphy  said  her  committee  is  asking  straight 
cops  to  phone  the  attorney  general  and  tell  him 
they  don't  mind  working  with  gays  and  lesbians 
and  they're  hoping  gay  and  lesbian  cops  will 
paint  pink  triangles  on  their  squad  cars. 

Lois  Corbetf 


concert  August  4,  a  night  of  gay  theatre  August  7 
and  a  women's  dance  August  9.  For  more  informa- 
tion, watch  the  bulletin  boards  in  local  gay  spots. 

MONTREAL 

LAndrogyne  move.  Montreal's  resource  centre  for 
gay,  lesbian  and  feminist  titles  has  moved 
downstairs  to  3636  St  Laurent.  Grand  opening 
August  1.  Call  (514)  842-4765. 
Cafe  Concordia.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of  Con- 
cordia hosts  an  open-house  August  1  in  the  Gay 
Friends'  office  lounge.  8pm-midnight.  2020 
Mackay,  P  Annex.  At  the  corner  of  de  Maison- 
neuve  (Guy  metro).  For  more  information,  call 
(514)  848-7414. 

Video  Night.  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto  hosts  a  video 
night  in  Montreal,  August  2.  Highlights  include 
Richard  Fung's  Orientations  and  Chinese 
Characters.  For  more  information,  call 
(514)  525-1215. 

MONCTON 

Atlantic  Conference.  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Monc- 
ton  will  host  a  conference  on  the  theme ' '  Homosex- 
uality and  You,"  October  10-12  on  the  campus  of 
the  Universite  de  Moncton.  Advance  registration 
is  $10  before  October  1,  $15  after  that.  Billeting  will 
be  available  for  out-of-town  guests.  For  more  infor- 
mation, write  to  Jos  Laviolette,  School  of  Social 
Work,  Universite  de  Moncton,  Moncton  NB 
E1A3E9  or  call  (506)  858-4181. 

HALIFAX 

Sunday  in  the  park  with  Jim.  A  series  of  black- 
and-white  photo  portraits  of  gay  artist  and  film- 
maker Jim  MacSwain  by  Halifax  photographer 
Ron  Ormston.  During  the  month  of  August  at  the 
Wormwood's  Photo  Gallery,  1588  Barrington  St, 
3rd  floor. 

Desert  Hearts.  The  popular  feature  film  about  an 
old-fashioned  lesbian  romance  plays  at  the  Worm- 
wood, 1588  Barrington  St,  August  22-28. • 


QUOTE  OF  THE  MONTH 


"Paul's  apparently  anti-female  stance  and  his 
virulent  condemnation  ofhomosexualit^•  —  I  find 
those  things  incompatible  with  my  own  experience 
of  life."  —  Singer  Bruce  Cockbum.  a  self-described 
Christian,  on  the  Bible  in  The  Globe  and  Mail.  10 
Julv  1986.» 
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The  only 

AIDS  VACCINE 
available  right 

now 
is  at  your 

drugstore. 

You  can  write  your 

own  prescription  for  it. 

And  it  can  cost 

less  than  50<t  a  shot. 


It's  called  a  condom. 


The  virus  that  triggers  AIDS  is  carried  in  cum 
and  can  get  in  through  the  ass. 

But  tests  have  shown  that,  used  properly  with 
a  water-soluble  lubricant,  a  condom  can  stop  the 
virus  from  getting  in. 

The  prescription?  Just 
read  the  directions  and 
take  one  before  sex,  with 
plenty  of  water-soluble 
lubricant. 

So  far  there  is  no  real  vaccine  to' 
prevent  AIDS.  Condoms  are  the  only  protec- 
tion we  have.  Doesn't  it  make  sense  to  protect 
yourself  and  others? 
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Feds  to  rush  AIDS  drugs 

Quick  action  promised,  butPWAssay  they've  heard  it  all  before 


The  federal  government  has  promised  to  expedite 
the  release  to  Canadian  doctors  of  experimental 
drugs  for  the  treatment  of  AIDS.  But  after  a 
meeting  with  health  minister  Jake  Epp,  represen- 
tatives of  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  were 
sceptical. 

Kevin  Brown  and  Warren  Jensen,  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Vancouver-based  People  With  AIDS 
Coalition,  met  with  Epp  June  27  in  Ottawa.  They 
presented  him  with  a  petition  bearing  five  to  six 
thousand  signatures.  It  urges  federal  health  au- 
thorities to  speed  up  the  necessary  approval  of 
proposals  for  the  administration  of  AIDS  drugs 
and,  in  cases  where  scientifically  controlled  pro- 
cedures are  not  practical,  to  release  such  drugs  to 
physicians  on  compassionate  grounds. 

Brown  says  Health  and  Welfare  Canada's 
Health  Protection  Branch  has  been  slow  to  ap- 
prove the  use  of  experimental  AIDS  treatments. 
He  had  a  friend  with  AIDS  who  wanted  to  use  one 
of  the  drugs  being  tested  in  the  US.  "He  waited 
and  waited,"  says  Brown,  "until  he  was  in  the 
grave." 

Kim  Elmslie  of  the  National  AIDS  Centre  in 
Ottawa  says  that  two  experimental  drugs  have 
been  approved  for  trials  in  Canada:  Cyclosporin 
and  Suramin. 

The  Health  Protection  Branch  has  been  reluc- 
tant to  grant  such  approvals,  however,  because  of 
fears  that  drugs  with  unknown  side  effects  could 
injure  or  kill  a  patient.  Similarly,  the  US  com- 
panies which  manufacture  these  drugs  don't  want 
to  release  them  indiscriminately  because  they 
could  face  suits  arising  from  unforeseen  conse- 
quences of  using  the  drugs . 

"We're  willing  to  sign  waivers,"  counters 
Brown.  "We're  dealing  with  a  life  and  death  issue 
here.  If  we  wait  for  something  to  be  proven,  it  may 
be  too  late.  I  may  not  be  alive  and  I  want  my 
chance  now." 

According  to  Elmslie,  Epp  was  to  have  a  meet- 
ing July  14  with  Burroughs  Wellcome,  the  manu- 
facturer of  Azetaphymedine  (AZT),  a  drug  being 
tested  on  PWAs  in  the  US.  She  said  Epp  would 


"encourage"  the  company  to  release  AZT  to 
Canadian  doctors.  If  the  company  agrees,  she 
said  "AZT  will  be  put  through  the  (approval) 
process  very  quickly." 

Even  if  drugs  like  AZT  are  released  for  the 
treatment  of  AIDS,  there  is  a  lack  of  facilities  for 
scientific  testing.  There  are  only  four  laboratories 
in  Canada  that  can  handle  such  AIDS  treatment 
research,  all  located  in  either  Ottawa  or  Mon- 
treal. Elmslie  said  the  health  department  is  dis- 
cussing the  renovation  of  laboratories  elsewhere 
in  the  country  to  make  them  suitable  for  virus  re- 
search. But  the  federal  government  is  not  willing, 
she  says,  to  cover  the  entire  cost  of  the  upgrading. 

Despite  the  meeting  with  Epp,  Brown  and  Jen- 
sen remain  cynical  about  the  federal  govern- 
ment's commitment  to  fighting  AIDS.  "I've 
heard  for  nearly  a  year  now  why  things  are  not 
taking  place,  but  my  time  is  running  out,"  says 
Brown. 

"There  should  be  more  compassion  and  inter- 
est in  saving  people's  lives.  I  don't  think  it's  part 
of  their  picture,' '  adds  Jensen .       Ken  Poperf 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Tony  Metie,  the  film  librarian  of  the 
Toronto  Public  Library  system  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  The  Body  Politic,  died  of  AIDS  July 
3  in  Toronto.  He  was  42  years  old. 

Tony  was  active  in  several  of  Toronto's  first  gay 
organizations:  the  University  of  Toronto  Homo- 
phile  Association,  the  Community  Homophile 
Association  of  Toronto  and  Toronto  Gay  Action. 

Late  in  the  fall  of  1971,  he  and  three  other  gay 
activists  contributed  the  money  necessary  to 
print  the  first  issue  of  this  country's  first,  oldest 
and  best-known  publication.  And  it  was  Tony 
who  came  up  with  a  name  for  it:  The  Body  Poli- 
tic. He  also  wrote  the  lead  article  of  that  first  is- 
sue, looking  at  the  annual  Halloween  drag  parade 
in  front  of  the  St  Charles  Tavern  as  an  illustration 
of  the  artifice  of  gender  and  the  roots  of 


Still  waiting.  PWA  Warren  Jensen  (r)  presents  petition  to  federal  health  minister  Jake  Epp 


You  can  get  more  information  and  advice  about  AIDS  by  calling  the  following  community  sources: 

St  John's:  AIDS  Information  Committee,  c/oWally  Upward (709)579-6143 

Halifax:  Metro  Area  Committee  on  AIDS,  c/o  Gayline (902)423-1389 

Montreal:  AIDS  Resource  Committee/Association  des  ressources  montrealaises  sur 

le  SIDA (514)933-2395 

Comite  SIDA  a  Montreal (514)282-9888 

Ottawa:  AIDS  Committee  of  Ottawa,  c/o  Gayline (613)238-1717 

Toronto:  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto (416)926-1626 

AIDS  Information  Line,  for  a  recorded  message (416)924-5200 

Hamilton:  AIDS  Committee  of  Hamilton (416)523-7055 

Kitchener/Waterloo:  AIDS  Committee  of  Cambridge-Kitchener-Waterloo, 

c/o  Bill  Allen (519)749-0977 

London:  AIDS  Committee  of  London,  c/o  Richard  Hudler (519)663-2069 

Windsor:  AIDSCommittee  of  Windsor (519)256-4244 

Thunder  Bay:  AIDS  Committee  of  Thunder  Bay (807)345-8011 

Winnipeg:WGCHC  AIDS  Committee (204)774-4846 

Regina:  AIDS  Regina (306)522-4522 

Edmonton:  Edmonton  AIDS  Network (403)424-4767 

AIDS  Phone  Line (403)424-4722 

Calgary:  AIDS  Calgary (403)228-2437 

Vancouver:  AIDS  Vancouver (604)687-2437 

Victoria:  AIDS  Vancouver  Island (604)384-4554 


homophobia. 

He  left  The  Body  Politic  after  the  first  issue 
and  in  recent  years  had  been  active  in  the  fight 
against  film  censorship.  Ken  Poperf 

ROSS  Armstrongf  swimmer,  singer 
and  AIDS  activist  in  Edmonton  and  Toronto, 
died  July  1  of  AIDS-related  illnesses  in  Toronto  at 
the  age  of  38. 

Ross  swam  for  the  University  of  Guelph  (Ont), 
for  Canada  at  the  Pan-American  Games  and  for 
Edmonton  at  the  1982  Gay  Games,  where  he  won 
three  silver  medals  for  the  city.  He  also  sang  in  an 
Edmonton  church  choir. 

He  was  Edmonton's  first  diagnosed  AIDS  case 
and  a  leading  member  of  the  AIDS  Network  of 
Edmonton.  Last  April,  in  recognition  of  Ross's 
contribution,  the  AIDS  Network  office  was 
named  the  Ross  Armstrong  Office. 

"Ross  provided  us  with  the  strength  to  keep  at 
it,  to  overcome  the  barriers  we  were  meeting,"  re- 
members AIDS  Network  chairperson  Michael 

Ross  Armstrong 


Phair.  "He  inspired  us  with  the  combination  of 
his  strength  and  the  example  he  gave.' ' 

Ross  moved  to  Toronto  last  summer  to  be  close 
to  his  family.  There  he  performed  in  the  1985  edi- 
tion of  the  gay  revue,  Fruit  Cocktail,  and  did  vol- 
unteer work  with  the  AIDS  Committee  of 
Toronto. 

Memorial  services  took  place  July  5  in  both 
Toronto  and  Edmonton,  and  a  wreath  was  laid 
by  friends  at  Edmonton  City  Hall. 

The  AIDS  Network  of  Edmonton  has  created 
the  Ross  Armstrong  Memorial  Fund  to  provide 
financial  support  to  those  with  AIDS  or  AIDS- 
Related  Complex.  Donations  can  be  made  care 
of  the  AIDS  Network  of  Edmonton,  10233-98  St, 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5J  0M7.       Ken  Poperf 


NUMBERS 


As  of  July  11 ,  the  Laboratory  Centre  for  Disease 
Control  (LCDC)  in  Ottawa  had  recorded  a  total  of 
621  adult  cases  and  17  pediatric  cases  of  Acquired 
Immunodeficiency  Syndrome  (AIDS)  in  Canada. 
This  compares  with  a  total  of  576  adult  cases  this 
past  June  12  and  a  total  of  248  cases  one  year  ago. 

LCDC  figures  may  lag  behind  provincial  statis- 
tics because  of  delays  in  diagnosis  and  reporting. 

The  current  Canadian  adult  total  of  621  cases 
breaks  down  as  follows: 


Total 

Gay 

or  bisexual 

Cases 

Living 

Canada 

621 

516 

272 

ON 

250 

235 

116 

QC 

196 

119 

68 

BC 

126 

118 

62 

AB 

28 

26 

12 

MB 

8 

8 

7 

NS 

6 

5 

3 

SK 

4 

4 

3 

NB 

3 

1 

1 

No  cases  are  reported  in  Newfoundland,  Prince 
Edward  Island  or  the  Territories. 


THE  BODY  POLITIC  •  AUGUST  1986  •  IS 


C  O  N  T  E  S 

AND  THE  CHANCE  TO  HAVE  YOUR  PHOTOGRAPHS  ON  EXHIBIT 

IN  A  TORONTO  GALLERY!! 


ELEBRATE  GAY  LIFE  '86 


In  celebration  of  The  Body  Pontic's  15th  year  of 
publishing,  we  are  devoting  our  first  national  photo 
contest  to  a  celebration  of  gay  life  in  1986. 

So  grab  your  camera,  a  roll  of  film,  and  get  snap- 
ping! There's  a  lot  to  celebrate  in  gay  life,  and  we  want 
you  to  show  us  just  how  much  there  is. 

Maybe  it's  the  final  inning  excitement  of  a  lesbian 
Softball  game.  Or  the  fevered  motion  of  the  dance 
floor.  You  celebrate  your  gay  life  through  a  thousand 
different  erotic  moments  —  capture  the  passion  of  it, 
capture  the  tenderness  of  it,  and  send  it  to  us.  There's 
the  turmoil  of  political  struggle,  the  courage  of 
thousands  in  the  face  of  AIDS,  the  dignity  of  age  and 
the  effervescence  of  youth  —  all  that  and  more  is  part 
of  gay  life  as  we  know  it. 


We  want  you  to  capture  it,  to  share  with  the 
thousands  of  Body  Politic  readers  coast  to  coast. 

First  prize  is  $300.00.  Second  prize  is  $200.00  and 
third  prize,  $100.00.  And  even  if  you  don't  win  a  prize, 
your  work  may  be  selected  to  appear  in  a  Toronto 
gallery  as  part  of  a  show  sponsored  by  The  Body 
Politic  on  the  theme  of  gay  life. 

Send  as  many  entries  as  you  like  to: 

Body  Politic  Photo  Contest 

Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W1X9. 

Just  do  it  before  August  31,  and  you  could  be 
sharing  your  view  of  gay  life  with  thousands  of  other 
gay  people  coast  to  coast.  This  is  a  year  of  celebration 
for  us.  And  we  want  you  to  be  part  of  it. 


THE  RULES 

1.  Photographs  must  be  on  the  theme  of  gay 
life. 

2. Photographs  must  be  black  and  white.  Max- 
imum size  is  9  1/4  inches  wide  by  12  inches 
deep.  Photographs  must  be  submitted  un- 
mounted On  the  back  of  each  photograph 
entered  you  must  print  your  name,  address 
and  phone  number.  Colour  prints  or  slides  are 
not  acceptable. 

3.  All  entries  must  be  received  by  August  31, 
1986. 

4.  Entries  will  not  be  returned.  All  winning 
entrants  agree  that  Pink  Triangle  Press  will 
have  sole  right  to  use  the  winning  photographs 


for  editorial  or  promotion  purposes  without 
compensation  other  than  proper  credit  to  the 
photographer. 

5.  Entrants  guarantee  that  photographs  submit- 
ted have  not  been  previously  published  and  are 
not  subject  to  any  copyright  other  than  the 
entrant's.  Signed  releases  must  be  available  for 
photographs  showing  recognizable  person(s). 

6.  Names  of  the  winners  and  the  winning 
photographs  will  be  published  in  the  November 
and  December  1986  issues  of  The  Body 
Politic. 

7  Entrants  agree  that  their  work  may  appear, 
without  compensation,  in  a  public  art  gallery 
as  part  of  a  show  on  the  theme  of  contem- 
porary gay  life.  If  their  work  is  selected  to 


appear,  entrants  will  be  informed  and  work  will 

be  properly  credited. 

8.  Employees  of  Pink  Triangle  Press  and  staff 

photographers  for  The  Body  Politic  and  Xtra 

are  not  eligible.  A  staff  photographer  is  defined 

as  someone  whose  name  has 

appeared  on  the  masthead  of  The  Body  Politic 

or  Xtra  after  February  28,  1986. 

9  Judges'  decision  is  final.  Prizes  must  be 

accepted  as  awarded. 

10.  Entries  must  be  mailed  to:  Body  Politic 

Photo  Contest,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON 

M5W  1X9.  Pink  Triangle  Press  accepts  no 

liability  for  loss  or  damage  of  entries. 


CANADA    S     FINEST    ALL     MALE     HOTEL 


AIR  CLIMATISE        PRIVATE  BATHS 
CONTINENTAL  BREAKFAST       TERRASSE 


COLOR  T.V.     DIRECT  DIAL  TELEPHONES 
SUN  DECK       DOUCHES  COMMUN AUTAIRES 
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A  giant  step  backwards 


In  a  major  setback/or  gay 
rights,  the  US  Supreme 
Court  voted  5-4  to  uphold 
the  state  of  Georgia 's  anti- 
sodomy  law.  Although  the 
law  doesn  7  differentiate 
between  straight  and  gay 
sex,  the  Court's  majority 
opinion  does. 

The  US  Supreme  Court  ruled  June  30  in 
favour  of  the  state  of  Georgia's  anti- 
sodomy  law.  In  a  5-4  decision,  the  court  refused 
to  accept  the  State  Court  of  Appeals'  contention 
that  the  law,  which  has  been  on  the  books  in 
Georgia  since  1816,  violates  individuals'  consti- 
tutional right  to  privacy. 

In  addition  to  leaving  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
Georgia  open  to  prosecution  for  having  oral  or 
anal  sex,  the  decision  could  have  grave  implica- 
tions for  such  things  as  domestic  contracts  be- 
tween gay  lovers.  A  contract  becomes  void  if  it  is 
based  on  an  illegality  —  therefore,  a  gay  relation- 
ship could  be  considered  illegal  grounds  from 
which  to  enter  into  a  contract.  Education  pro- 
grammes concerning  AIDS  and  safer  sex  could 
also  be  placed  in  jeopardy  as  could  professional 
licences  requiring  "good  moral  character"  of  the 
bearer.  Twenty-four  American  states  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  still  outlaw  sodomy.  Georgia 
was  the  first  state  to  have  its  anti-sodomy  mea- 
sures challenged  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

• 
Michael  Hardwick,  29,  was  charged  August  3, 
1982  when  police  visited  his  home  to  serve  a  war- 
rant in  connection  with  an  unpaid  fine  for  public 
drunkenness.  The  man  who  answered  the  door  at 
Hardwick's  house  told  police  that  he  wasn't  sure 
if  Hardwick  was  home,  but  that  the  officer  could 
come  in  and  check.  The  police  officer  walked 
down  a  hall  and  saw  Hardwick  and  another  man 
having  oral  sex.  Both  were  charged  under  the  law 
which  defines  "sodomy"  as  "any  sex  act  involv- 
ing the  sex  organs  of  one  person  and  the  mouth 
or  anus  of  another."  Conviction  carries  a  penalty 
of  one  to  twenty  years  in  prison. 

Hardwick  claimed  the  arrest  violated  his  rights 
of  privacy,  due  process,  freedom  of  association 
and  freedom  of  expression.  The  case  went  from 
Municipal  Court  to  Fulton  County  Superior 
Court  where  District  Attorney  Lewis  Slaton  said 
he  would  not  submit  the  charge  to  a  grand  jury 
without  further  evidence.  Hardwick's  lawyer, 
Kathy  Wilde,  told  UPI  that  they  didn't  know  what 
Slaton  meant  by  further  evidence,  "but  that  left 
Michael  in  never-never  land."  The  charge  ap- 
peared to  be  dropped  for  the  time  being  but  pro- 
ceedings could  be  reinstituted  at  any  time.  Hard- 
wick decided  to  challenge  the  law  itself  in  court. 
(The  Supreme  Court's  decision  means  that 
Hardwick  is  open  to  prosecution  on  the  original 
charges  until  they  expire  under  the  Statute  of 
Limitations  in  August  1986.  DA  Slaton  has  said, 
however,  that  he  has  no  intention  of  reviving  the 
case.) 


Georgia  Assistant  Attorney  General  Hobbs  speaks  to  the  press  after  presenting  the  state 's  oral  arguments,  March  31. 


In  May  1985  the  11th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
ruled  that  the  law  was  unconstitutional.  The  rul- 
ing stated:  "The  Constitution  prevents  the  states 
from  unduly  interfering  in  certain  individual  de- 
cisions critical  to  personal  autonomy  because 
those  decisions  are  essentially  private  and  beyond 
the  reach  of  civilized  society."  Georgia  Attorney 
General  Michael  Bowers  decided  to  appeal  the 
ruling  in  the  Supreme  Court.  The  state  claimed 
sodomy  is  an  unnatural  act,  against  the  laws  of 
God  and  man,  and  contributes  to  the  spread  of 
AIDS. 

The  Court  heard  oral  arguments  March  31, 


1986.  Harvard  law  professor  Lawrence  Tribe  ap- 
peared for  Hardwick  and  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  and  Georgia  Assistant  Attorney 
General  Hobbs  spoke  for  the  State  of  Georgia.  A 
number  of  organizations  filed  Amicus  (friend  of 
the  court)  briefs  in  support  of  both  sides  (see  TBP 
127). 

Justice  Byron  R  White  wrote  the  opinion  for 
the  majority,  which  included  retiring  Chief  Jus- 
tice Warren  E  Burger,  Justice  Sandra  Day 
O'Connor  and  Justice  Lewis  F  Powell  who  was 
considered  a  "swing  vote."  White  wrote,  "This 
case  does  not  require  a  judgment  on  whether  laws 


against  sodomy  between  consenting  adults  in 
general,  or  between  homosexuals  in  particular, 
are  wise  or  desirable....  The  issue  presented  is 
whether  the  Federal  Constitution  confers  a  fun- 
damental right  upon  homosexuals  to  engage  in 
sodomy  and  hence  invalidate  the  laws  of  many 
states  that  still  make  such  conduct  illegal  and 
have  done  so  for  a  very  long  time.' ' 

White  dismissed  the  claim  that  Supreme  Court 

decisions  allowing  individuals  to  choose  to  have 

an  abortion,  or  to  use  contraception  —  in  other 

words,  decisions  which  prevent  State  intervention 

continued  on  page  18 


Gay's  the  Word  case  dropped 

Trial  cancelled,  Customs  returns  seized  books,  announces  changes  in  import  rules. 


LONDON  —  In  an  unprecedented  retreat,  Her 
Majesty's  Customs  and  Excise  has  dropped  all 
criminal  charges  against  Gay's  the  Word  book- 
shop and  its  nine  directors.  The  trial,  scheduled 
to  begin  October  6  at  London's  Old  Bailey,  is 
cancelled  and  Customs  has  returned  all  but  19  of 
the  142  titles  seized  from  the  shop  in  a  raid  in  Ap- 
ril 1984.  The  19  books  not  returned  to  Gay's  the 
Word  are  being  sent  back  to  Giovanni's  Room, 
the  Philadelphia  bookstore  which  exported 
them,  but  Gay's  the  Word  has  not  been  asked  not 
to  reimport  them. 

In  addition  to  ending  the  case  against  Lon- 
don's gay  community  bookshop,  Customs  has 
also  announced  changes  in  procedures  dealing 
with  imported  materials.  They  have  agreed  to 
state  in  principle  and  in  advance  whether  or  not  a 
book  contravenes  import  prohibitions.  The  im- 
porter can  then  challenge  Customs'  opinion  in 
court  without  risking  criminal  charges  or  the  sei- 
zure of  stock.  The  public  procedure  replaces  Cus- 


toms' previous  use  of  secret  lists  and  removes 
much  of  the  power  to  censor  formerly  held  by 
Customs. 

It  is  not  known  for  certain,  but  it  is  thought 
that  the  decision  to  drop  the  charges  is  the  result 
of  a  meeting  March  20  between  Labour  MPs 
Chris  Smith  and  Jo  Richardson,  and  Treasury 
Minister  Peter  Brooke  who  is  responsible  for 
Customs  and  Excise. 

The  directors  of  Gay's  the  Word  toasted  their 
victory  with  champagne  at  the  shop  in  London's 
Bloomsbury  district.  Director  Bo  Jones  said: 
"We're  absolutely  delighted  with  this  victory.  Af- 
ter two  years  of  worry  and  the  threat  of  massive 
fines  —  even  imprisonment  —  we  can  now  start 
to  rebuild  Gay's  the  Word  and  put  right  the  dam- 
age Customs  has  caused." 

The  Defend  Gay's  the  Word  Campaign  will 
continue  its  work  in  two  areas.  It  intends  to  pur- 
sue the  legal  status  of  the  19  books  returned  to  the 
United  States,  and  to  increase  pressure  for  a 


change  in  British  customs  laws  and  greater  demo- 
cratic control  over  the  work  of  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise. The  Campaign  would  also  like  to  see  a  review 
of  the  Writ  of  Assistance  by  which  Customs  offi- 
cers may  search  premises  and  remove  articles 
without  a  warrant  or  other  permission  from  the 
Courts,  and  a  review  of  Customs'  other  powers  of 
seizure  which  include  having  the  Post  Office  open 
private  mail. 

Gay's  the  Word  was  raided  in  April  1984  after 
three  years  of  surveillance  by  Customs  in  a  pro- 
ject called  "Operation  Tiger."  It  was  revealed 
during  preliminary  hearings  that  mail  had  been 
opened  during  the  period  of  surveillance.  The  day 
of  the  raid  on  the  shop,  the  homes  of  some  of  the 
directors  were  also  raided  and  personal  effects 
seized.* 
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continued  from  page  17 

on  the  sodomy  case.  "No  connection  between 
family,  marriage,  or  procreation  on  the  one  hand 
and  homosexual  activity  on  the  other  has  been 
demonstrated,  either  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  or 
by  respondent  (Hardwick),"  wrote  White.  He 
called  the  claim  that  any  kind  of  sexual  conduct  is 
protected  if  it  is  carried  out  in  private  "insupport- 
able." He  pointed  out  that  "adultery,  incest  and 
other  sexual  crimes"  are  still  illegal  even  if  per- 
formed in  the  privacy  of  one's  home.  It  had  been 
argued  that  Georgia's  law  should  be  struck  down 
because  of  a  precedent  involving  the  possession 
and  viewing  of  legally  obscene  materials.  One  is 
allowed  to  view  something  in  one's  own  home 
that  might  not  be  allowed  in  public. 

The  majority  opinion  relied  in  part  on  English 
common  law',  the  inspiration  for  anti-sodomy 
statutes  throughout  the  former  British  Empire. 
"(It)  was  forbidden  in  all  of  the  original  13  states 
when  they  ratified  the  Bill  of  Rights.  In  1868, 
when  the  Fourteenth  Amendment  was  ratified  all 
but  5  of  the  37  states  outlawed  sodomy...."  (The 
Fourteenth  Amendment  bound  the  individual 
states  to  uphold  the  Bill  of  Rights  as  adopted  by 
the  federal  government.)  White  wrote  that, 
'  'Against  this  background,  to  claim  that  a  right  to 
engage  in  such  conduct  is  'deeply  rooted  in  this 
nation's  history  and  tradition'  or  'implicit  in  the 
concept  of  ordered  liberty'  is,  at  best,  facetious." 


ing  out  that  the  penalty  for  sodomy  in  Georgia, 
not  less  than  one  year  and  not  more  than  20 
years,  may  be  unconstitutional  under  the  Eighth 
Amendment  which  outlaws  cruel  and  unusual 
punishment.  However,  Powell  pointed  out  that 
Hardwick  had  not  been  tried,  much  less  convict- 
ed or  sentenced,  and  that  neither  he  nor  his  law- 
yers mentioned  that  part  of  the  law  in  their  ap- 
peal, so  the  Court  couldn't  consider  it. 

Associate  Justice  Harry  A  Blackmun  wrote  for 
the  minority.  He  began  his  opinion ,"  This  case  is 
no  more  about  'a  fundamental  right  to  engage  in 
homosexual  sodomy,'  as  the  court  purports  to 
declare,  than ...  Katz  v  United  States  (1967)  was 
about  a  fundamental  right  to  place  interstate  bets 
from  a  telephone  booth.  Rather,  this  case  is 
about  'the  most  comprehensive  of  rights  and  the 
most  valued  of  civilized  man,'  namely,  'the  right 
to  be  let  alone.' ' '  Blackmun  quoted  the  landmark 
decision  in  Roe  v  Wade  (1973),  the  case  which 
gave  Americans  the  right  to  seek  abortions,  not- 
ing that  just  because  restrictions  posed  by  laws 
are  "natural  and  familiar"  it  doesn't  mean  that 
they  can't  conflict  with  the  Constitution. 

Blackmun  also  disagreed  with  the  focus  of  the 
majority  opinion,  "...the  Court's  almost  obses- 
sive focus  on  homosexual  activity  is  particularly 
hard  to  justify  in  light  of  the  broad  language 
Georgia  has  used."  In  theory,  the  Georgia  sodo- 
my prohibition  is  as  applicable  to  straight  cou- 


Middle  America  lines  up  at  the  Supreme  Court,  unaware  that  inside  the  subject  is  sodomy. 


Chief  Justice  Berger  also  cited  legal  tradition.  In 
his  opinion,  which  he  wrote  separately,  he  said, 
"to  underscore  my  view  that  in  constitutional 
terms  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  fundamental 
right  to  commit  homosexual  sodomy."  Burger 
quoted  references  from  Roman  law  and  noted 
that  the  English  outlawed  sodomy  during  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII  when  the  powers  of  the 
church  courts  were  transferred  to  the  king.  "To 
hold  that  the  act  of  homosexual  sodomy  is  some- 
how protected  as  a  fundamental  right  would  be  to 
cast  aside  millenia  of  moral  teaching,"  wrote 
Burger. 

Justice  Lewis  F  Powell,  Jr  also  wrote  a  separate 
opinion  concurring  with  the  majority  but  point- 


pies  as  it  is  to  gay  men  and  women.  "The  Court's 
cramped  reading  of  the  issue  before  it  makes  for  a 
short  opinion,  but  it  does  little  to  make  for  a  per- 
suasive one,"  wrote  Blackmun. 

Blackmun  chided  the  state  of  Georgia  for 
bringing  religious  prohibitions  against  homosex- 
uality into  its  case.  "A  state  can  no  more  punish 
private  behaviour  because  of  religious  intoler- 
ance than  it  can  punish  such  behaviour  because 
of  racial  animus." 

He  closed  his  statement  with , " I  can  only  hope 
that  the  Court  soon  will  reconsider  its  analysis 
and  conclude  that  depriving  individuals  of  the 
right  to  choose  for  themselves  how  to  conduct 
their  intimate  relationships  poses  a  far  greater 
threat  to  the  values  most  deeply  rooted  in  our  na- 
tion's history  than  tolerance  of  non-conformity 
could  never  do.  Because  I  think  the  Court  today 


betrays  those  values,  I  dissent." 

• 
New  York  Times  reporter  Linda  Greenhouse,  in 
a  front  page  news  analysis,  said  that  the  June  30 
decision  "interruped  the  expansion  of  the  con- 
cept of  privacy  on  which  (the  Supreme  Court) 
embarked  more  than  60  years  ago."  She  noted 
that  the  court  has  been  defining  a  "zone  of  priva- 
cy" since  the  mid  20s  when  it  ruled  on  parents' 
right  to  have  a  say  in  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren. More  recent  rulings  have  included  a  1965 
Connecticut  case  on  the  use  of  contraception,  the 
1973  decision  which  allowed  women  to  choose  to 
seek  abortion,  and  a  1967  decision  striking  down 
a  Virginia  law  which  forbade  interracial  mar- 
riage. This  trend  towards  protection  of  right  of  in- 
dividuals to  do  certain  things  in  the  privacy  of 
their  own  homes  which  they  would  not  be  allowed 
to  do  in  public  also  played  a  part  in  the  Georgia 
decision  which  allowed  individuals  to  view  cer- 
tain porn  materials  in  their  homes. 

• 
The  Decision  was  met  with  disappointment  by 
the  American  gay  community.  Gil  Robison,  a 
member  of  the  Atlanta  Campaign  for  Human 
Rights  told  The  New  York  Times:  "It's  quite 
disappointing,  a  real  step  backwards.  It's  ironic 
that  the  conservatives  who  are  interested  in  get- 


ting government  off  people's  backs  would  ap- 
plaud this." 

Thomas  Stoddard,  executive  director  of  the 
Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund  call- 
ed the  ruling  a  "major  disaster' '  and  compared  it 
to  the  1857  Dred  Scott  case  in  which  the  US  Su- 
preme Court  upheld  slavery,  deciding  that  blacks 
weren't  citizens. 

James  Kellogg,  a  New  Orleans  lawyer  who  had 
planned  to  seek  to  have  the  Louisiana  anti-sod- 
omy law  overturned  said:  "This  is  another  step 
up  in  the  witchhunt." 

New  York  State  Attorney  General  Robert 
Abrams  called  the  decision  "a  gross  invasion  of 
the  privacy  rights  of  all  Americans.' ' 

The  reverend  Jerry  Falwell,  head  of  the  Moral 
Majority,  applauded  the  decision,  saying  that  the 
court  had  recognized  the  right  of  a  state  to  deter- 
mine its  own  moral  guidelines  and  issued  a  "clear 
statement  that  perverted  moral  behaviour  is  not 
accepted  practice  in  this  country.' ' 

• 
As  TBP  goes  to  press,  it  was  announced  that  the 
Supreme  Court  has  also  upheld  the  anti-sodomy 
provisions  in  the  state  of  Texas.  The  Texas  law 
which  applies  only  to  gay  people  was  being  chal- 
lenged by  teacher  Donald  Baker  on  the  grounds 
that  it  violates  his  right  to  privacy.* 


A  nightmare  coming  true 

Act  doesn't  protect  people  with  AIDS,  ARC  from  job  discrimination 


WASHINGTON  -  Boston  City  Council,  the  Na- 
tional Gay  and  Lesbian  task  Force  (NGLTF)  and 
the  National  Coalition  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Elect- 
ed Officials  have  blasted  a  June  23  decision  by  the 
US  Justice  Department  ruling  that  people  with 
AIDS  or  AIDS  Related  Complex  (ARC)  have  no 
protection  against  job  discrimination  under  the 
Federal  Rehabilitation  Act  which  generally  pro- 
tects people  from  job  discrimination  on  the  basis 
of  disability. 

The  Justice  Department  has  decided  that  peo- 
ple with  AIDS  or  ARC  may  be  dismissed  if  the  em- 
ployer believes  that  their  dismissal  may  prevent 
the  spread  of  the  disease.  The  decision  also  says 
that  healthy  persons  infected  by  the  AIDS  virus 
are  not  handicapped  and  therefore  cannot  seek 
redress  under  Federal  law  if  they  are  dismissed 
from  their  jobs. 

The  Coalition  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Elected  Of- 
ficials called  the  decision  a  "calculated  attack  on 
the  civil  rights  of  people  with  AIDS  and  those  per- 
ceived at  risk,"  and  "counter  to  the  interests  of 
public  health  and  social  justice." 

"One  of  our  worst  fears  associated  with  testing 
has  come  true,"  said  Jeff  Levi  of  NGLTF.  "An 
agency  of  government  (says)  that  employers  have 
the  right  to  fire  someone  based  solely  on  a  posi- 
tive anti-body  test  ...  their  ruling  perpetuates 
false  and  irrational  concern  about  the  casual  con- 
tagion of  AIDS." 

"The  Federal  administration  must  be  made  to 
understand  that  civil  rights  and  public  health  go 
hand  in  hand,"  said  Boston  City  Councillor 
David  Scondras.  "When  people  fear  for  their 
jobs  how  can  they  be  expected  to  seek  the  help 
and  information  they  need?  How  can  they  parti- 
cipate in  the  tests  and  trials  that  are  vital  to  all  of 
us?" 

The  Justice  Department  ruling  will  be  tested  in 
the  courts.  It  does  not  invalidate  state  or  munici- 
pal laws  prohibiting  discrimination  against  peo- 
ple with  AIDS. 


Petty  Officer  Second  Class  Phillip  Nolan  is 
challenging  US  military  policy  requiring  all  ser- 
vice personnel  to  take  the  AIDS  antibody  test. 
Nolan  is  being  court-martialled  for  refusing  a  di- 
rect order  from  his  commanding  office  to  take  the 
test  at  the  Oceana  Naval  Air  Station  in  Virginia 
Beach,  Virginia.  Nolan  claims  the  test  is  an  inva- 
sion of  his  right  to  privacy.  Nolan's  attorney  Lt 
Michael  Hughes  said  the  case  was  the  first  test  of 
the  new  US  military  policy  to  test  all  active  ser- 
vicemen and  new  recruits  for  antibodies  to  the 
AIDS  virus.  If  convicted  Nolan  could  face  a  bad 
conduct  discharge  and  up  to  six  months  in  jail. 

A  new  California  study  shows  the  spread  of  the 
AIDS  virus  has  declined  dramatically  over  the 
last  year.  In  1985  only  three  to  five  percent  of  San 
Francisco  gay  men  were  newly  infected  with 
HTLV-III  virus.  In  1984  the  new  infection  rate  was 
eighteen  percent.  "This  drop  in  the  rate  of  AIDS 
transmission  is  directly  linked  to  changes  in  sex- 
ual behaviour,"  said  Warren  Winkelstein  of  the 
UC  Berkeley  School  of  Public  Health.  The  study 
showed  that  fifty-one  percent  of  gay  men  in  San 
Francisco  now  have  antibodies  to  the  virus.  The 
project  hopes  to  determine  what  co-factors  con- 
tribute to  the  subsequent  development  of  AIDS. 

A  Houston  hospital  is  to  be  converted  to  the 
first  US  AIDS  research  and  treatment  facility. 
The  150  bed  facility  will  be  a  free  standing,  in-pa- 
tient hospital,  dedicated  to  research  and  treat- 
ment of  immunological  and  infectious  diseases. 
Many  gay  community  leaders  are  not  happy  with 
the  development.  They  feel  that  the  facility  could 
become  a  "leper  colony"  and  may  in  fact  make  it 
harder  for  indigent  AIDS  patients  to  get  care.  Pa- 
tients with  Kaposi's  Sarcoma  are  presently  treat- 
ed without  charge  at  the  MD  Anderson  Hospital 
which  is  required  by  law  to  treat  any  Texas  resi- 
dent with  cancer.  The  new  hospital,  like  many  US 
institutions,  is  a  business  run  for  profit. 

Finally  Ann  Guiduci  Fettner  has  repeated  her 
warning  in  the  New  York  Native  that  sunburn 
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may  be  a  co-factor  in  the  development  of  AIDS. 
"Evidence  is  accumulating  that  ultra-violet  light 
may  play  a  significant  role  in  triggering 
malfunctions  in  immunity,"  says  Fettner.  An 
Australian  study  has  shown  decreased  immune 
response  among  healthy  persons  after  sunbathing 
and  New  York  City  dermatologist  Dr  Patrick 
Hennessey  has  reported  that  some  of  his  patients 
at  risk  for  AIDS  became  ill  shortly  after  exposure 
tothesun.* 


Larouche  quarantine 
on  November  ballot 


SAN  FRANCISCO  -  The  Prevent  AIDS  Now  In- 
itiative Committee  (PANIC),  an  offshoot  of  right- 
wing  cult  leader  Lyndon  LaRouche's  National 
Democratic  Policy  Committee  has  succeeded  in 
placing  the  AIDS  Quarantine  Initiative  on  the 
November  ballot  in  the  State  of  California  and 
lesbian  and  gay  leaders  are  preparing  a  massive 
campaign  to  defeat  the  measure. 

If  passed,  the  initiative  paves  the  way  for  quar- 
antine and  internment  of  people  with  AIDS,  their 
suspected  associates  and  anyone  who  tests  posi- 
tive for  the  AIDS  antibody.  All  those  suspected  of 
carrying  the  virus  would  be  required  to  report  to 
local  health  authorities  for  tests.  Cooks,  waiters, 
airline  stewards  and  other  food  handlers  who  are 
suspected  of  carrying  the  virus  or  who  associate 
with  people  with  AIDS  would  lose  their  jobs. 
Anyone  who  lives  with  a  person  with  AIDS  would 
be  excluded  from  attending  or  working  in  public 
or  private  schools.  Travel  restrictions  could  be 
imposed.  Anyone  failing  to  report  a  person  with 
AIDS  could  be  fined  up  to  $1 ,000  and  jailed  for  90 
days.  Laws  protecting  medical  confidentiality 
and  job  and  housing  rights  would  be  suspended. 
Anyone  detained  under  health  laws  would  lose 
their  rights  to  habeas  corpus  and  judicial  review. 

"Our  members  would  be  most  affected  by  it," 
said  Howard  Wallace,  a  member  of  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Labour  Alliance  and  coordinator  of  the 
San  Francisco  Labour  Council's  campaign 
against  the  initiative,  "It's  based  on  suspicion. 
You  lose  your  job  because  someone  hears  you've 
been  hanging  around  with  someone  who  is 
thought  to  be  infected  or  sick  or  gay." 

The  Labour  Council  which  represents  all  AFL 
CIO  unions  in  San  Francisco  condemned  the  ini- 
tiative June  11.  The  Council,  which  has  80,000 
members  in  the  city  vowed  to  join  with  other 
unions  state-wide  to  defeat  the  move.  The  San 
Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors  has  also  de- 
nounced the  initiative. 

Two  California  lesbian  and  gay  groups  have 
emerged  to  fight  the  initiative.  They  are  similar  to 
those  that  succeeded  in  defeating  the  1978  Briggs 
Initiative  which  would  have  barred  gay  people 
from  teaching  in  the  state.  California  CAN  will 
concentrate  on  a  door-to-door  grassroots  cam- 
paign to  directly  educate  the  public  about  the 
dangers  of  the  proposal.  Another  group,  "Fight 
Larouche,"  will  raise  money  for  a  television  and 
newspaper  advertising  campaign. 

The  LaRouche  organization  is  known  for  its 
anti-Semitism  and  bizarre  conspiracy  theories  as 
well  as  homophobia.  In  a  32-page  pamphlet,  La- 
Rouche claims  that  there  will  be  no  Americans 
left  alive  by  1992  unless  drastic  steps  are  taken  to 
stop  the  spread  of  AIDS.  He  also  claims  that  Jews 
founded  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  that  Queen  Elizabeth 
is  a  drug  smuggler  and  that  the  US  Federal  Elec- 
tions Commission  members  arc  "Nazis  control- 


led by  the  KGB  as  well  as  homosexuals.' '  Long  re- 
garded as  part  of  the  lunatic  fringe,  the  LaRouch- 
ites'  success  in  getting  their  initiative  on  the  Cali- 
fornia ballot  and  in  winning  nomination  for  key 
Democratic  Party  posts  in  Wisconsin  have  made 
them  a  real  danger  for  gay  people  and  other  mi- 
norities across  the  US.» 


NZ  law  reform  bill 
threatened  by  delay 

SYDNEY  —  Due  to  postponement  of  the  final 
reading  of  the  Homosexual  Reform  Bill  in  New 
Zealand,  Sydney  gay  people  staged  a  demonstra- 
tion May  23  in  support  of  gays  across  the 
Tasman. 

Gay  activists  in  New  Zealand  fear  that  by  post- 
poning the  third  and  final  reading,  a  number  of 
parliamentarians  may  cave  in  on  the  question  of 
age-of-consent  equality  with  heterosexuals. 

It  is  expected  that  some  members  of  the  New 
Zealand  Parliament  will  attempt  to  raise  the  age 
of  consent  to  19.  During  the  crucial  second  read- 
ing, amendments  to  increase  the  age  from  16  were 
defeated. 

Traditionally,  the  final  reading  of  a  bill  is  mere- 
ly a  formality,  but  a  postponed  reading,  activists 
say,  allows  detractors  of  the  bill  to  concentrate  on 
further  unsettling  the  waiverers  among  the 
parliamentarians. 

The  Sydney  demonstration,  arranged  by  the 
Kiwi  Connection  and  the  Gay  Solidarity  Group, 
aimed  at  encouraging  New  Zealanders  in  Aus- 
tralia to  write  to  their  members  of  parliament  and 
urge  them  to  stick  to  their  original  decision  to 
support  16  as  the  age  of  consent. 

The  Homosexual  Law  Reform  Bill  was  intro- 
duced to  Parliament  in  March  1985  by  Labour 
MP  Fran  Wilde.  Although  attempts  have  been 
made  in  the  past  to  reform  New  Zealand's  anti- 
quated laws  concerning  homosexuality  and  to  in- 
clude homosexuality  as  a  prohibited  grounds  for 
discrimination,  this  is  the  furthest  any  proposed 
bill  has  gone  in  the  New  Zealand  House.  • 


Barricaded  brothers 
may  burn  monastery 

THESSALONIKI  -  Fourteen  monks  barricaded 
inside  their  isolated  monastery  have  threatened  to 
burn  the  10th  century  sanctuary  to  the  ground  if 
they  are  expelled  for  leading  "an  immoral  life." 

Police  sealed  off  the  Vatopedi  Monastery  to  al- 
low time  for  mediation  with  a  Greek  Orthodox 
patriarch  in  Istanbul.  The  sanctuary  was  found- 
ed in  972  AD  and  is  one  of  the  20  monasteries  lo- 
cated along  the  Athos  Peninsula.  The  peninsula 
has  been  closed  to  women  for  more  than  1000 
years. 

The  dispute  began  when  the  Council  of  Ab- 
bots which  administers  the  peninsula  accused  the 
Vatopedi  monks  of  "committing  sacrilege 
through  acts  which  scandalize  Orthodox  faith." 
Church  sources  said  the  acts  in  question  are  ho- 
mosexual relations.* 


Diary  of  a  young  dyke 

New  Anne  Frank  edition  includes  lesbianfantasies  left  out  of  original 


AMSTERDAM  -  The  Dutch  government, 
through  its  Institute  of  War  Documentation,  has 
just  published  a  "definitive  version"  of  the  diary 
of  Anne  Frank.  The  new  version  contains  details 
of  Anne's  lesbian  sexual  fantasies  that  were  ex- 
purgated from  the  original  version,  published  in 
1947. 

One  newly  printed  passage  reads:  "...Some- 
times in  bed  at  night  I  have  an  uncontrollable 
urge  to  feel  my  breasts,  and  to  listen  to  how  calm- 
ly and  steadily  my  heart  beats." 

"Unconsciously  I  must  have  had  similar  feel- 
ings before  I  came  here,  because  I  know  that 
when  I  used  to  spend  the  night  with  Jacqueline,  I 
could  barely  control  myself,  I  was  so  curious 
about  her  body,  which  she  always  kept  hidden 
from  me  and  which  I  have  never  seen.  I  asked 
Jacqueline  if  we  should,  as  proof  of  our  friend- 
ship, feel  each  other's  breasts.  She  refused.  It  was 
also  the  case  that  I  had  a  terrible  urge  to  kiss  Jac- 
queline, and  did  so.  I  become  ecstatic  every  time  I 
see  a  naked  figure  of  a  woman,  such  as  a  Venus  in 
an  art  history  book.  Some  times  I  find  it  so  won- 
drous and  beautiful,  that  I  have  to  hold  myself  in, 
so  that  I  do  not  begin  to  cry." 

"If  only  I  had  a  girlfriend..." 


Inflammatory  petition 
ruled  out  of  order 


SEATTLE  -  Judge  Robert  E  Dixon  threw  out  a 
scheduled  referendum  which  sought  to  repeal  the 
King  County  Equal  Employment  Law  May  14. 
The  law  prohibits  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation. 

The  referendum  which  was  to  take  place  in 
September  was  forced  by  a  right  wing  evangelical 
group  called  Concerned  Citizens  for  King  Coun- 
ty (CCKC)  who  filed  petitions  with  a  total  of 
41,000  signatures  demanding  a  vote  last  January. 

Opponents  of  the  referendum  in  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community,  the  Litigation  Committee, 
challenged  the  CCKC  petition  which  had  a  flap 
covering  up  the  official  ballot  title.  The  flap  in- 
cluded such  inflammatory  statements  as  "Don't 
approve  special  rights  for  child  molesters."  Also 
opposing  the  referendum  were  the  National  Law- 
yers Guild,  the  League  of  Women  Voters  and  the 
Municipal  League. 

Judge  Dixon's  ruling  found  the  petitions  were 
"close  to  fraudulent  documents,"  and  the  refer- 
endum was  ordered  cancelled.  It  is  now  too  late 
for  the  CCKC  to  organize  another  referendum.  The 
most  the  group  could  do  would  be  to  begin  an 
initiate  campaign  to  have  the  law  amended .  So  far 
no  such  campaign  has  surfaced.* 


Koch  vetoes  change, 
faces  ballot  threat 


NEW  YORK  —  In  a  surprise  move  June  4,  Mayor 
Edward  Koch  vetoed  an  amendment  that  would 
have  weakened  this  city's  gay  rights  law. 

The  amendment  would  have  singled  out  the 
newly  protected  class  of  "sexual  orientation" 
and  raised  to  four  the  number  of  housing  units 


Anne  Frank  perished  in  the  Nazi  concentra- 
tion camp  at  Bergen  Belsen  after  her  family's  hid- 
ing place  was  discovered.  Her  diary  was  saved  by 
her  father  and  has  been  published  in  more  than 
30  countries,  selling  16  million  copies.  An  Eng- 
lish translation  of  the  whole  diary  is  expected 
soon.* 


Anne  Frank:  censored  sexual  awakening 


owned  by  one  landlord  that  would  be  exempt 
from  the  bill.  Opponents  argued  that  the  change 
would  have  allowed  discrimination  in  buildings 
of  five  or  six  units  if  the  owner  lived  there  with 
other  members  of  his  or  her  family.  The  bill, 
which  gave  gay  people  protection  against  dis- 
crimination was  passed  by  Council  March  20  of 
this  year. 

Koch  admitted  that  he  had  agreed  to  go  along 
with  an  amendment  on  the  housing  provisions  of 
the  gay  rights  law.  The  mayor  claimed  the  bill 
would  never  have  passed  otherwise.  Koch  claimed 
that  the  amendment  that  was  finally  tabled  went 
beyond  his  agreement  with  those  opposed  to  the 
bill. 

Meanwhile  New  York  City  Council  member 
Noach  Dear  announced  the  beginning  of  a  cam- 
paign to  have  the  whole  gay  rights  law  repealed. 
Dear's  group,  the  Family  Rights  Coalition,  is  cir- 
culating a  petition  to  have  the  matter  placed  on 
the  November  ballot.  A  June  5  poll  found  that  56 
percent  of  New  York  voters  thought  the  gay  rights 
law  was  a '  'good  thing.' '  Only  26  percent  were  op- 
posed to  the  legislation.* 


No  inheritance  tax 
on  Danish  gay  mates 


COPENHAGEN  -  The  Danish  Parliament  voted 
June  1,  to  give  gay  couples  the  same  exemptions 
on  inheritance  taxes  that  straight  couples  have  al- 
ways received. 

The  law  passed  in  a  78  to  62  vote  over  the  objec- 
tions of  the  ruling  minority  Conservative  govern- 
ment after  years  of  lobbying  by  the  Danish  gay 
continued  on  page  20 
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organization  Forbundet  af  1948  (F-48).  "It's  a 
minor  victory,  but  a  victory  all  the  same,"  said 
F48  Secretary  General  Bent  Hassen.  "For  years, 
gay  people  in  Denmark  have  had  to  pay  huge  in- 
heritance taxes  when  their  partners  died.' ' 

The  new  law  states  that  two  persons  of  the 
same  sex  need  only  prove  that  they  live  at  the 
same  address  and  have  named  each  other  in  their 
wills,  in  order  to  avoid  paying  inheritance  taxes 
when  one  of  the  two  dies.  How  long  they  have  liv- 
ed together  is  irrelevant. 

According  to  Hassen,  the  next  step  is  a  bill  le- 
galizing gay  partnerships  for  couples  who  want 
the  income  tax  and  social  welfare  benefits  avail- 
able to  married  couples.  Such  a  law  is  already  un- 
der consideration  in  the  Netherlands. 

In  an  unrelated  move  the  Dutch  parliament 
has  voted  to  extend  pension  benefits  to  gay  vic- 
tims of  the  Nazi  occupation.  A  majority  of  par- 
liamentarians rejected  the  administration  con- 
tention that  an  inquiry  was  necessary  to  find  out 
if  gays  were  really  persecuted  under  the  fascist 
occupation.* 


LETTER  FROM 


YEMEN 

Dear/riends, 

Thank  you  for  replying  to  my  letter.  Reading  the 

last  two  issues  of  TBP  which  you  sent  I  found  it  a 

high  quality  newspaper  and  a  pride  to  gay 

journalism. 

My  country  is  expecting  more  fighting,  this 
time  a  war  between  the  two  parts  of  Yemen. 
About  any  change  towards  gay  people  the  answer 
is  no.  What  they  are  interested  in  is  how  to  kill 
each  other.  Any  effort  to  help  must  begin  in  a  cul- 


any  reply  from  the  IGA  when  I  requested  to  be  put 
in  contact  with  them.  I  want  at  least  pseudonyms 
and  addresses  to  communicate  with  other  Arab 
gays  who  are  interested  in  a  cultural  rising  to  pub- 
lish our  gay  literature.  Here  in  Yemen  as  in  any 
society,  the  most  distinguished  people  in  every 
field  are  gay.  Everyone  in  the  street  in  Aden 
knows  the  line  of  poetry  by  the  famous  contem- 
porary poet  Lufty  Aman  (1928-1971)  in  which  he 
says:  "He  who  is  on  the  top,  if  he  could  imagine 
what  he  can  experience,  would  prefer  to  be  on  the 
bottom."  Of  course,  the  important  thing  here  is 
not  the  meaning  only,  but  the  condensed  form. 
Aman  was  a  high  educational  officer  and  he  forc- 
ed everyone  to  respect  him  in  that  position.  He 
published  six  books  of  poetry,  all  gay  poems 
excluded. 

I  am  preoccupied  with  money  troubles  of  the 
IGA  which  affected  their  bulletin  and  some  of 
their  activities.  Could  you  help  for  example  by 
publishing  a  call  to  send  even  $1  from  every  gay 
person  everywhere?  I  myself  am  ready  to  even 
send  half  of  my  monthly  salary.  (My  net  monthly 
salary  is  $150.) 

Because  of  our  prehistoric  and  ethnic  relations 
with  India  (personally  I  am  half  Indian),  I  was 
glad  to  read  the  first  two  issues  of  Trikon.  It  is  a 
good  bulletin  with  special  taste.  It  made  me  think 
a  lot  about  an  Arabic  equivalent. 

I  tried  to  fill  a  questionnaire  for  the  Pink  Book 
survey.  I  did  my  best  about  the  legal  points,  espe- 
cially sexual  offences  in  the  Penal  Code  of  1976. 
But  when  I  tried  to  ask  about  how  the  laws  are 
practised  I  was  met  with  hostility  and  worse  ev- 
erywhere. Although  I  sent  my  letter  in  November 
1985 1  haven't  received  any  word  back  from  them. 
I  hope  that  the  Pink  Book  86  includes  South 
Yemen. 

According  to  the  penal  code  there  is  no  men- 
tion of  homosexual  acts  or  relations  between  two 
consenting  adults.  Every  boy  or  girl  is  considered 
an  adult  as  soon  as  he  or  she  is  16  years  old  and 


tural  form  and  must  come  from  one  of  the  radi- 
ant centres  of  the  Arab  homeland:  Cairo,  Dam- 
ascus or  Baghdad.  I  dream  of  the  day  I  will  read  a 
gay  bulletin  in  Arabic.  I  want  it  to  be  in  classical 
Arabic,  using  the  treasure  of  terms  in  our  glor- 
ious tradition  of  gay  love  and  sex.  We  have  the 
equivalent  noun  of  the  word  gay  and  it  bears  the 
modern  sense  of  the  word:  Mugon.  The  adjective 
is  Magen. 

I  know  that  two  people  from  Egypt  were  in  Co- 
penhagen last  year  and  talked  with  the  IGA  about 
founding  a  gay  group  in  Cairo.  I  didn't  receive 


becomes  an  identity  card  bearer.  Our  leaders  imi- 
tate Moscow  in  everything,  even  in  the  way  they 
piss,  so  they  fool  themselves  by  regarding  homo- 
sexuality as  a  bourgeois  decadence.  Treating  the 
problem  by  saying  nothing  about  it.  If  we  com- 
pare our  situation  to  other  Arab  countries  how- 
ever, legally  and  practically  we  are  really  very  for- 
tunate. After  the  last  fighting  the  dominant  tribe 
is  the  most  gay  one.  Very  young  men  like  roses 
proved  once  more  that  a  gay  boy  can  be  the  most 
brave  fighter,  especially  when  gayness  is  practised 
within  a  military  system  with  your  comrade  oi 
commander. 

Good  wishes  to  all  of  you  in  your  great  work. 
YoursAK* 


Robert  G.  Coates 

B.  Sc.,  LL.  B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 


70  Dundas  Street  East 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5B  1C7 

598-4922 


VANESSA  MAGMESS 
B.A.S.  (Finance) 


Tax  Services 

Small  Business 

Bookkeeping 

& 
Accounting 


368-1365 

office  in  downtown  Toronto 


la  lonciergerie 


GUEST  HOUSE 


1019,  rue  Saint-Hubert 
Montreal  (Quebec)  Canada 
H2L  3Y3    Tel.:  (514)  289-9297 


What  if  the  President  of 
the  United  States  had  a  son  who 


was  gay? 

What  if  the  President's  most 

powerful  advisors  were  willing  to 

go  to  any  length  necessary  to 

keep  that  fact  a  secret? 


THE 

PRESIDENT'S 

SON 

a  novel  of  political  intrigue 
by  Krandall  Kraus 

$7.95  in  bookstores,  or  clip  this  ad  to  order 
by  mail 


New  York 


□  Enclosed  is  $8.50  (postpaid)  for  The 
President's  Son. 


name. 


address 
city    


state. 


.zip. 


Alyson  Publications,  Dept.  P-59 

40  Plympton  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 


Charming,  Newly  Renovated 

Brownstone  Conveniently 

Located  in  Chelsea 


•  All  Rooms  Have 
Washing  Facilities 

*  Share  Bath 

•  Continental  Breakfast 

Included 

•  Singles:  $35.00 

•  Doubles:  $55.00 
Weekly  Rates  Upon  Request 

Advance  Reservations  Suggested! 

COLONIAL  HOUSE 

INN 

CHELSEA 


318  West  22nd  St.,  N.Y.C.  10011 
212-243-9669 
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T     H 


WORLD 


Millions  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 

celebrated  their  diversity  and  unity,  and  the  17th 
anniversary  of  the  Stonewall  rebellion  over  the 
last  week  in  June.  Across  North  America  most 
celebrations  were  held  under  Pride  Day's  new 
rainbow  flag  and  many  cities  officially  pro- 
claimed Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Week.  In  Phila- 
delphia Mayor  Wilson  Goode  cited  the  com- 
munity's "significant  contributions  toward  the 
enhancement  of  our  overall  quality  of  life."  In 
New  York  Mayor  Edward  Koch  was  jumped  by 
a  homophobic  protester  as  he  finished  reading 
the  proclamation.  The  man  ripped  up  the  docu- 
ment before  he  could  be  restrained  by  the  police. 
In  San  Francisco,  where  Alan  L  Light  took  the 
photos  on  this  page,  thousands  marched  to  the 
Civic  Centre  where  a  range  of  speakers  began 
the  mobilization  to  block  the  LaRouche  AIDS 
quarantine  initiative. 

In  France  the  march  was  held  June  21  and  was 
described  by Gai  Pied  as  "American-Style  "  be- 
cause of  its  stress  on  celebration  and  music.  A 
number  of  gay  movement  organizations  boycot- 
ted the  parade  because  of  disagreements  over 
the  role  of  gay  businesses.  In  Holland  8, 000  peo- 
ple marched  in  the  city  of  Utrecht.  The  Dutch 
hold  their  national  Pride  march  in  a  different  ci- 
ty each  year.  • 


Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  1986 


World  News  Credits 
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AND    CENSORSHIP 


Anna  Marie  Smith  tells  some  stories,  takes  a  look  at 

sex  and  violence,  and  wonders  about  the  effect  of 

the  proposed  anti-porn  legislation. 


e  had  been  rolling  around  on  the  bed 
for  a  long  time,  playing  lightly  with  each 
other's  tongues  and  tits  when  she  decided  to  kick 
out  of  her  leather  pants  and  boots.  1  reached  for  a 
sip  of  beer  as  she  eased  back  onto  the  duvet  and 
pillows.  Pulling  me  closer,  she  invited  me  to  pin 
her  legs  open  and  her  arms  above  her  head  with  a 
slow  smile.  Holding  her  wrists  together  with  my 
left  hand,  1  pushed  two,  three  then  four  fingers 
into  her  mouth.  She  closed  her  eyes  and  sucked 
eagerly.  I  hesitated. 

"Uh,  as-tu  de  'lube'?",  I  asked.  "Tu  sais. 
'K-Y',  'Crisco'  ou  quelque-chose?"  My  french  in- 
struction allowed  discussion  of  Balzac  and 
Ionesco,  but  not  subtle  sex  conversation. 

She  laughed  and  told  me  it  was  okay. 

I  felt  her  cunt  —  it  was  dripping.  Watching  her 
closely,  I  pushed  two  fingers  in  abruptly.  She 
groaned.  I  held  back  then  thrust  all  four  in.  and 
twisting  to  massage  her  upper  sponginess,  I  be- 
gan to  stroke  her.  Leaning  down,  I  let  her  catch 
my  tongue  in  her  mouth.  She  sucked  me  again  as 
I  placed  my  thumb  on  her  clit.  She  rocked  hard 
onto  my  hand  for  several  strokes.  I  watched  the 
flush  rise  in  her  chest  and  cheeks  and  I  moved  by 
tongue  to  lick  the  sweat  on  her  neck. 

Suddenly,  she  shook  her  wrists  free  and  grab- 
bed my  right  arm. 

"Please  stop,"  she  said  in  a  small  voice. 

"I'm  sorry,  I  thought  you  liked  that."  I  apolo- 
gized, slowly  withdrawing  my  right  hand. 

"Yes,  I  do,  but  —  I  guess  we're  too  high  o- 
something.  I  just  want  to  lie  with  you  and  sleep." 

We  kissed  each  other  reassuringly  and  fell 
asleep  in  an  affectionate  tangle  of  bodies  and 
bedclothes. 


confusion  in  bed.  Her  tone  was  rather  serious  for 
this  hour  in  the  morning.  I  got  up  and  quickly 
dressed. 

"Shall  we  go  out  for  breakfast?"  I  asked,  hop- 
ing to  soften  the  mood. 

"Listen,  you  really  hurt  me  last  night  — ' 

"Hey,  wait  a  minute,  what  I  did  wasn't  ex- 
actly-' 

"I  know.  And  I  wanted  it  — ' 

"No  kidding—' 

"It's  not  your  fault.  I  fee!  awful.  I'm  confused." 

"Uh,  listen-' 

"No,  I  liked  it  —  that's  what  bothers  me." 

Oh  shit,  I  thought  —  how  Jo  I  get  into  these 
situations  and  how  can  I  get  out  of  this  one  real 
fast.  I  looked  towards  the  door.  She  crossed  the 
room  and  touched  my  arm. 

Speaking  evenly,  she  placed  the  burden  onto 
my  hands. 

"I  was  a  battered  child.  I've  never  been  fucked 
like  last  night.  It's  all  very  scary." 

We  held  each  other  for  a  while  and  then  went 
out  for  breakfast  and  a  long  walk. 

I  had  been  having  sex  with  women  for  years  at 
the  time  of  this  scene.  It  certainly  wasn't  the  first 
time  that  sex  didn't  work  out,  and  it  wasn't  the 
last.  What  I  was  totally  unprepared  for,  however 
was  the  implied  connection  between  consensual 
sex  and  child  abuse. 

Walking  back  to  the  bus  station  to  pick  up  mv 
checked  luggage.  I  thought  of  my  first  experience 
of  raunchy  lesbian  sex.  It  had  been  with  my  first 
lover  —  she  enjoyed  being  fucked  very  hard.  We'd 
roll  around  on  the  floor  of  her  room,  knocking 
over  chairs,  lamps  and  giving  her  roommates  Iok 
to  gossip  about.  Then  one  day  she  asked  for 
more,  a  lot  more,  toys,  bondage,  biting,  slap- 
ping. I  didn't  know  anything  about  this  stuff.  Let 
me  think  about  it.  I  said. 


possibilities  of  sexual  Pleasure.  Women  were  the 
hunted  victims  of  the  omnipotent  rapist  and  the 
exploitative  sex  industry  and  our  sexuality  was  a 
thoroughly  colonized  land.  In  the  groups  I  be- 
longed to,  we  rarely  talked  about  sex  outside 


legislation  proposed  by  the  federal  Conservative 
government,  it  may  appear  that  there  are 
fundamental  differences  in  the  pro-censorship 
camp.  The  bill  certainly  has  many  mainstream 
opponents  as  the  Liberals,  the  NDP,  some 


From  the  anti-porn,  pro-censorship 

perspective,  the  viewer  is  like  an  empty 

bucket  into  which  the  image  is  poured.  Iff  the 

image  is  "good",  the  viewer  will  behave  well,  if 

the  image  is  "bad",  the  viewer  will  be  anti- 
social according  to  the  strength  of  the  image. 


I  awoke  the  next  morning  and  immediately 
noticed  that  my  right  hand  was  ringed  in  dried 
blood  and  that  she  was  sitting  fully  dressed  by  the 
window. 

"Good  morning  —  "  I  began  but  she  cut  me 
off. 

"I    want    to    talk    about    last    night." 

Last  night,  I  thought.  Being  picked  up  in  a 
Montreal  bar.  smoking  great  hash  in  her  VW,  the 
quick  tour  through  her  walk-up  apartment,  the 


Some  time  after  that,  I  joined  Women  Against 
Violence  Against  Women  (WAVAW),  watched  Wot 
a  Loie  Ston:  and  organized  Dressed  to  Kill 
pickets  For  all  I  knew,  this  line  on  violence  and 
sex  was  the  only  line  in  town.  I  saw  my  first  lover 
again  and  told  her  in  judgemental  terms  thai  I 
couldn't  deal  with  what  she  wanted. 

I  had  successfully  learned  to  view  sex  from  the 
perspective  of  anti-porn  feminism,  the  feminism 
that  emphasizes,  in  Carol  Vance's  terms,  the  Dan- 
ger of  trying  to  survive  in  a  patriarchy,  over  the 


tersely-worded  leaflets  and  dry  debates  in  well-lit 
meeting  rooms.  Given  this  sort  of  context  we 
probably  weren't  talking  sex  at  all ,  we  were  talk- 
ing danger  all  the  time.  It  took  me  two  years  to  re- 
alize what  I  had  done  to  my  first  lover,  and  for 
what  it  was  worth,  to  apologize. 

• 
"The  pinup  has  now  become  depictions  of  sod- 
omy, incest,  bestiality,  sadism,  masochism  and 
degrading  sexual  conduct,  and  society  must  act 
further  to  prevent  this  going  any  further." 

John  Crosbie,  former  Minister  of  Justice 
"(The  Government)  considers  the  representation 
of  vaginal  intercourse  just  as  harmful  as  the  rep- 
resentation of  sexually  violent  behaviour." 

Lucie  Pepin,  Liberal  MP 
"Is  the  depiction  of  normal  intercourse  pornog- 
raphy7 Most  would  say  not." 

Ian  Deans,  NDP  spokesman 
Mr  Jack  London,  a  "leading  human  rights 
advocate",  said  that  he  defined  pornography,  those 
images  which  ought  to  be  censored,  as "  'violence 
of  any  kind,  whether  or  not  sexually  related,  as  well 
as  sexual  violence  or  degradation,  particularly  of 
women  and  children.' " 

Globe  and  Mail,  June  12,  p  2 
In  light  of  the  current  debate  about  the  anti-porn 


feminists  and  civil  liberties  associations  have 
criticized  its  extremely  broad  definition  of 
prohibited  pornography.  As  the  debate  unfolds 
in  the  straight  press  and  the  House  of  Commons, 
however,  the  underlying  themes  that  unite  all 
these  groups  with  the  Conservative  Party's 
approach  are  emerging. 

At  the  centre  of  these  themes  is  the  notion  of 
causality,  the  idea  that  the  viewing  of  images  and 
the  reading  of  texts  directly  cause  violent  crimes. 
The  responsibility  and  rationality  of  the  viewer  of 
porn  is  completely  set  aside;  the  viewer  is  instead 
seen  as  an  easily  corrupted  man/woman/child  who 
receives  an  overpowering  message  from  the  image 
which  dictates  real  action.  From  this  perspective, 
the  viewer  is  like  an  empty  bucket  into  which  the 
image  is  poured.  If  the  image  is  "good",  the  viewer 
will  benave  well,  if  the  image  is  "bad,"  the  viewer 
will  be  anti-social  according  to  the  strength  of  the 
image. 

The  responsibility  for  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
widespread  acceptance  of  this  approach  must  be 
placed  at  the  door  of  the  anti-porn  feminists. 
Using  as  evidence  very  controversial  studies  in- 
volving subjects  who  are  bombarded  with  por- 
nography and  then  quizzed  about  their  attitudes 
towards  violence  and  women,  they  have  been  ex- 
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tremely  successful  in  making  the  notion  of  cau- 
sality with  porn  a  part  of  common  sense.  The 
acceptance  of  the  slogan  "Porn  the  theory,  rape 
the  practice"  is  now  automatic. 

Beginning  with  this  idea  of  causality,  the  anti- 
pom  argument  unfolds.  Yardsticks  marking  a 
good/bad  continuum  are  held  up  to  images  and 
the  sexual  practices  which  are  supposed  to  cor- 
respond to  them.  The  only  argument  that  takes 
place  is  about  the  limit  of  the  goodness  and  bad- 
ness, or  what  is  tolerable  by  so-called  community 
standards.  The  more  liberal  anti-porn  lobbyists, 
for  example,  currently  find  themselves  in  the  awk- 
ward position  of  defending  "normal"  sex  and  its 
visual  counterpart,  erotica.  These  parties  of  the 
debate,  from  feminist  Susan  G  Cole  to  consultant 
Maude  Barlowe  to  the  official  NDP  position,  are 
too  simplistically  labelled  as  anti-sex.  They  are 
pro^normal'-sex,  asking  for  censorship  of  images 
and  texts  that  are  deviant.  They  are  anti-sex,  then, 
not  in  the  sense  that  they  are  against  all 


representations  of  any  sexuality,  but  that  they 
morally  condemn  deviant  porn  and  pervert  sex 
practices.  Nonetheless,  the  context  of  their  dis- 
cussion of  our  images  of  sadism,  masochism, 
pedophilia,  gender-fucking  and  others  remains 
the  same  as  the  context  for  the  opinions  of  the 
more  conservative  anti-porn  lobbyists.  The  focus 
is  consistently  placed  on  the  images'  alleged  poten- 
tial for  inciting  harmful  acts  and  violent  crimes. 

Beyond  the  illegitimate  process  of  subjecting 
consensual  sex  to  moral  judgements,  pervert  sex 
practices  and  utterly  non-consensual  practices  are 
hopelessly  lumped  together.  The  very  real  social 
problems  of  rape  and  child  abuse  are  distorted  to 
promote  censorship  through  the  notion  of 
causality.  Rape  and  child  abuse,  we  are  told  by  the 
anti-porn  lobbyists,  occur  as  direct  results  of  texts 
and  images,  rather  than  instances  of  the  failure  to 
respect  consent. 

The  real  irony  of  these  discussions  is  twofold. 
First,  sex  practices  in  the  form  of  pornographic 
images  are  being  censored  without  the  censors 
ever  having  to  step  from  behind  their  ideology  of 
causality  to  talk  about  what  sexuality  or  pleasure 
is,  apart  from  danger.  In  the  coming  days,  I  sus- 
pect that  no  mainstream  party  involved  in  the  de- 


bate will  consider  the  possibilities  of  power,  the 
complexities  of  consent  and  violence,  the  legiti- 
mate distinction  between  romantic  love  and  sex- 
ual pleasure. 

Second,  where  are  the  women  and  children 
who  this  bill  is  supposed  to  protect?  Are  they  al- 
ready in  a  position  of  choice,  where  they  can  free- 
ly choose  to  live,  love  and  fuck  in  an  extremely 
wide  range  of  social  institutions  and  relation- 
ships? What  will  be  protected  by  this  legislation, 
are,  on  the  contrary,  the  very  institutions  where 
non-consensual  violence  against  women  and 
children  occurs  the  most. 

The  nuclear  family  in  1986,  rather  than  the 
porn  set,  the  S/M  dungeon,  or  the  child  lover's 
apartment  is  likely  to  be  an  abusive,  even  deadly 
place.  In  Understanding  Wife  Assault,  Deborah 
Sinclair  cites  the  following  statistics:  violence 
against  women  will  occur  in  at  least  two  thirds  of 
all  marriages;  one  quarter  of  all  wives  are  severely 
beaten  during  the  course  of  their  marriage;  40 
percent  of  all  homicides  in  Canada  are  between 
spouses;  wife  assault  is  a  major  factor  in  25  per- 
cent of  all  suicide  attempts  by  adult  women;  and 
60  percent  of  all  female  murder  victims  and  30 
percent  of  all  male  murder  victims  are  killed  in  a 
family  context.  The  incidence  of  rape  of  adult 
women  within  the  family  is  largely  unknown,  but 
the  majority  of  sexual  assaults  are  committed  by 
men  who  are  in  close  contact  with  the  women  in- 
volved. The  Badgely  Report  on  sexual  offences 
against  children  cites  widely  varying  statistics  on 
the  relationship  of  suspected  assailants  to  sexual- 
ly assaulted  victims.  Police  statistics  estimate 
that  20.8  percent  of  suspected  assailants  are  fam- 
ily members  while  a  hospital  survey  and  a  child 
protection  survey  cite  figures  of  46.9  percent  and 
85 .4  percent  respectively.  As  for  the  threat  of  sex- 
ual abuse  of  children  posed  by  strangers,  the  Re- 
port states  flatly  that  "the  results  clearly  show 
that  the  main  need  of  sexually  assaulted  children 
is  for  adequate  protection  from  persons  whom 
they  already  know  and  trust." 

Through  censorship,  even  fewer  choices  are 
presented,  making  compulsory  family  living, 
heterosexuality  and  live-in  monogamous  re- 
lationships all  the  more  compulsory.  Reading  or 
viewing  porn  will  not  automatically  cause  trap- 
ped children  and  adults  to  leave  their  oppressive 
situations,  of  course.  What  pornographic  texts  and 
images  do  accomplish,  however,  is  the  communi- 
cation of  alternatives  to  others  for  whom  the  sex 
practices  and  social  relationships  depicted  in  the 
images  and  texts  may  be  entirely  foreign. 
• 

The  high-pitched  urgent  scream  for  help  broke 
the  pattern  of  our  breathing  and  movements. 

"What  the  fuck  was  that?" 

She  giggled.  "I  don't  know  but  it  wasn't  me." 

Another  scream. 

"That's  not  sex  either.  It's  coming  from  the 
hallway." 

I  undid  her  leather  cuffs  and  tossed  her  robe 
towards  her.  Together  we  stepped  out  of  her  ap- 
artment, she  tugging  at  the  chenille,  me  button- 
ing my  damp  shirt  and  wiping  my  hands  on  my 
pants. 

At  the  end  of  the  hallway  a  man  was  dragging  a 
woman  into  the  corner  apartment.  There  was  a 
fresh  bruise  on  her  face  and  she  continued  to 
scream.  He  pulled  her  inside,  leaving  the  door 
ajar.  We  moved  into  the  doorway. 

"Let  her  go.  Don't  hit  her  —  we  don't  want  to 
have  to  call  the  police." 

We  spoke  quickly,  not  knowing  which  ap- 
proach to  take.  We  knew  the  two  were  a  couple 
living  together  in  the  small  apartment,  that  they 
fought  alot,  often  physically,  and  that  he  was  on 
parole.  He  turned  towards  us,  letting  her  go  but 
blocking  her  exit.  She  held  onto  her  purse  and 


crouched  in  the  corner. 

"Who  the  hell  are  you  to  barge  into  our  apart- 
ment? Are  you  feminists  or  something?" 

' '  Listen  Just  let  her  go,  okay?' ' 

We  continued  to  talk,  trying  to  calm  him 
down.  A  small  crowd  of  other  tenants  had  gather- 
ed in  the  hallway.  His  voice  began  to  lose  its  un- 
controlled edge  as  we  kept  him  talking.  He  stood 
in  the  shadows,  dressed  only  in  a  pair  of  black 


amy  issue  somehow  still  burns  at  lesbian  confer- 
ences and  in  conversations  between  lesbians,  I 
don't  think  so.  The  possibilities  exist,  on  the 
fringes,  to  experience  sex  outside  the  setting  of 
romantic  love  in  orgies,  anonymous  sex,  with 
classified  ad  partners,  pick-ups  and  fuck-bud- 
dies, for  example,  but  the  moral  expectations  and 
assessments  still  dominate  the  mainstream. 
I  like  to  talk  to  two  of  my  gay  male  friends 


Through  censorship  even  fewer  choices  are 

presented,  making  compulsory  family  living, 

heterosexuality  and  live-in  monogamous 

relationships  all  the  more  compulsory. 


jogging  pants.  His  chest  was  covered  in  sweat  and 
smeared  with  blood.  The  lines  of  his  muscles 
stood  out  in  the  uneven  light. 

"She  bit  me,"  he  said,  holding  up  his  hand 
where  blood  streamed  out  of  a  shallow  wound  on 
his  finger.  "I  need  fucking  shots  now." 

"You  can  go  for  shots  tomorrow,  just  let  her 

go." 

We  kept  him  talking  some  more,  letting  him 
blow  off  steam  and  regain  his  self-respect.  He  re- 
luctantly allowed  the  woman  to  gather  some 
things  for  the  night  and  to  be  escorted  to  a  taxi  by 
the  superintendent.  I  watched  him  wring  his 
hands  in  frustration,  flexing  his  muscles  unself- 
consciously. I  could  smell  the  sweat  and  blood  on 
his  chest  as  he  stepped  very  close  to  confront  me 
for  the  last  time;  I  could  also  smell  the  cunt  of  my 
partner  on  my  shirt.  The  scene  between  the  man 
and  me  was  complicated,  very  powerful,  and  very 
sexual,  but  parts  of  it  were  very  wrong. 

• 
In  the  last  few  years,  several  new  lesbian  groups 
have  been  formed  to  deal  with  the  problem  of 
non-consensual  violence  in  lesbian  relationships. 
The  literature  from  these  groups  maintains  that 
this  kind  of  violence  occurs  more  often  than  any 
of  us  really  know  or  wish  to  admit.  Some  critics 
argue  that  this  is  an  inaccurate  mapping  of  find- 
ings from  heterosexual  relationships  onto  lesbian 
relationships.  Others  insist  that  this  problem  ex- 
ists as  a  widespread  reality. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  find  out  the  extent  of 
this  problem,  and  the  types  of  relationships  in 
which  it  tends  to  be  concentrated.  A  comparison 
with  gay  male  relationships  would  also  be  useful 
—  does  non-consensual  violence  occur  more  oft- 
en in  the  lesbian  community  than  in  the  gay  male 
community?  Does  it  occur  more  often  and  get 
tolerated  more  often  in  relationships  where  part- 
ners believe  that  they  have  no  alternative  form  of 
relationship  to  chose  from,  especially  in  the  case 
of  monogamous  live-in  lovers?  Would  the  greater 
prevalence  of  a  community-wide  norm  of  serial 
monogamy  among  lesbians  explain  any  of  these 
findings? 

This  sort  of  information  would  be  very  useful 
in  piercing  the  idyllic  bubble  in  which  the  long- 
term  monogamous  lesbian  relationship  is  all  too 
often  uncritically  placed.  Clearly  the  causes  of 
the  toleration  of  ongoing  non-consensual  vio- 
lence in  a  relationship  are  complex  and  include 
several  economic  and  social  factors.  If  non-con- 
sensual violence  is  currently  more  prevalent  in  the 
lesbian  community  than  in  the  gay  male  com- 
munity, however,  this  difference  must  be  explain- 
ed. Again,  are  these  monogamous  relationships 
formed  out  of  a  choice  from  among  many  op- 
tions, a  choice  made  free  from  the  coercion  of 
prevalent  opinion  and  moral  assessment?  From 
the  manner  in  which  the  monogamy/nonmonog- 


about  relationships.  These  two  have  been  togeth- 
er for  years  as  best  friends,  lovers  and  roommates 
in  a  small  apartment.  Romantically,  there  is  no 
question  of  their  monogamy.  They  don't  consid- 
er themselves  as  radicals  in  any  way,  preferring  to 
label  their  own  opinions  as  somewhat  conserva- 
tive. The  monogamy/nonmonogamy  issue  that 
so  many  lesbians  get  caught  up  in  seems  irrele- 
vant to  them.  When  they  look  for  sex  outside 
their  relationship,  they  get  sex,  not  secondary 
lovers,  in  the  baths,  parks,  washrooms,  bars  and 
at  parties. 

Relationships  like  theirs  are  rare  among  the 
lesbians  I  know.  And  yet  monogamy  would  be  a 
real  choice  if  more  of  these  possibilities  existed 
for  more  lesbians.  And  maybe  fewer  women 
would  feel  trapped  in  potentially  explosive  situ- 
ations. Monogamous  lesbians  are  not  the  only 
lesbians  who  have  problems  with  non-consensual 
violence,  but  the  monogamy/ possessiveness/jeal- 
ousy  cycle  is  a  common  and  significant  factor  for 
its  occurrence.  With  the  censorship  of  alternative 
porn,  with  the  alternative  values  and  forms  of  re- 
lationships often  depicted  in  these  images  and 
texts ,  the  communication  of  other  choices  for  les- 
bians is  severely  muted. 

In  the  film  recently  produced  in  New  York, 
Parting  Glances,  many  very  depressing  state- 
ments are  made  about  gay  male  relationships. 
The  message  from  several  of  the  characters  reads 
that  with  the  AIDS  panic,  most  gay  men  now  be- 
lieve that  the  only  practical  and  even  moral  re- 
sponse is  to  form  monogamous  relationships  and 
to  cut  down  or  cut  out  the  tricking,  parks  and 
baths.  It  is  not  surprising  to  find,  in  this  context, 
the  suffocating  relationship  of  the  two  protagon- 
ists, and  that  their  arguments  exhibit  resigned 
frustration.  These  two  guys  are  in  a  well-worn 
rut,  not  unlike  the  couple  down  the  hall  in  the 
corner  apartment,  and  not  unlike  lesbian  couples 
I  know  that  have  ongoing  problems  with  non- 
consensual violence.  It  is  also  not  surprising  that 
in  one  argument,  the  two  men  in  Parting  Glances 
come  very  close  to  hitting  each  other. 

If  this  film  were  an  accurate  "state  of  the  art" 
report  reflecting  widespread  trends,  it  would  not 
be  unreasonable  to  suggest  that  gay  male  groups 
which  deal  with  non-consensual  violence  will  he 
formed  in  the  rather  near  future.  I  suspect,  how- 
ever, that  that  nebulous  creature,  the  average  gay 
man,  is  coolly  assessing  the  sate  sex  information, 
altering  a  few  details  of  practices  like  sucking  and 
fucking,  but  not  panicking,  not  cashing  in  the 
sexual  chips  to  embrace  monogamy  as  the  only 
moral  choice.  This  man's  attitude  is  labelled  crit- 
ically as  irresponsible  apathy  by  some,  but  it  may 
actually  be  just  good  sense  at  work. 

Some  analysts  may  suggest  that  the  incidence 
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of  non-consensual  violence  in  lesbian  relation- 
ships points  to  the  pervasive  quality  of  violence, 
that  like  a  disease,  it  has  somehow  spread  into  the 
most  unlikely  domain  of  lesbian  lovers.  A  more 
useful  perspective,  however,  would  begin  with  a 
look  at  the  values  and  ideas  behind  the  relation- 
ships where  non-consensual  violence  occurs  fre- 
quently. The  nuclear  family,  with  the  ideology  of 
compulsory  heterosexual  marriage  as  its  centre- 
piece, must  be  named  as  a  most  anti-human  insti- 
tution in  this  regard. 

There  would  be  nothing  objectively  wrong  with 
monogamous  relationships,  heterosexual,  gay 
male,  lesbian  or  otherwise,  if  the  notion  of  mono- 
gamy were  thoroughly  renovated,  removing  all 
coercive  aspects  found  in  traditional  marriage. 
Monogamy  in  this  sense  would  become  more  of  a 
choice,  an  institution  more  likely  to  provide  for 


Look  at  the  S/M  subculture  as  our  good  friend 
Gayle  Rubin  would  insist.  I  don't  think  that 
this  movement  of  sexual  practices  has  anything 
to  do  with  the  disclosure  or  the  uncovering  of 
S/M  tendancies  deep  in  our  unconscious  and 
so  on.  I  think  that  S/M  is  more  than  that;  it's 
the  real  creation  of  new  possibilities  of  plea- 
sure, which  people  had  no  idea  about  pre- 
viously. The  idea  that  S/M  is  related  to  a  deep 
violence,  this  aggression,  is  stupid.  We  know 
very  well  what  all  those  people  are  doing  is  not 
aggressive;  they  are  inventing  new  possibilities 
of  pleasure  with  strange  parts  of  their  body  — 
through  the  eroticization  of  the  body.  I  think 
it's  a  kind  of  creation,  a  creative  enterprise.... 
These  practices  are  insisting  that  we  can  pro- 
duce pleasure  with  very  odd  things,  very 
strange  parts  of  our  bodies,  in  very  unusual 
situations  and  so  on. 
Non-consensual  violence  certainlv  involves  the 


Regardless  of  all  the  polite  talk  about  safe  words, 

limits  and  consent,  S/M  can  entail  the  use  of  real 

force.  The  entire  package  of  responses  found  in 

an  ongoing  non-consensual  violence  pattern, 

however,  simply  does  not  emerge  in  S/M  scenes. 


the  partners'  needs  above  the  demand  for  con- 
formity. We  also  need  to  establish  more  firmly  al- 
ternative forms  of  relationships  which  can  pro- 
vide love,  affection  and  friendship  on  one  hand, 
and  sexual  pleasure  on  the  other.  This  is  not  to 
suggest  that  a  new  standard  or  dogma  should  be 
formed  such  that,  for  example,  the  model  of  a  gay 
pervert  nonmonogamous  S/M  fetishist  would  be 
promoted  as  the  only  choice  for  getting  sex,  or 
that  sex  radicals  believe  that  love,  affection  and 
friendship  are  irrelevant.  On  the  contrary,  the 
proposition  that  the  pursuit  of  sexual  pleasure 
outside  the  traditional  setting  of  romantic  love  is 
fully  legitimate  opens  up  the  possibility  of  real 
pluralism  in  terms  of  sex  practices  and  relation- 
ships. Such  a  pluralism  can  only  enhance  our 
choices  of  how  and  who  we  love  and  fuck,  and 
how  and  with  whom  we  form  friendships,  thereby 
increasing  the  possibilities  of  better  experiences 
in  terms  of  both  quantity  and  quality,  and  de- 
creasing the  probability  of  being  engaged  in  non- 
consensual violence. 

Our  perspective  on  violence  should  also  begin 
with  a  careful  look  at  the  important  distinction 
between  non-consensual  and  consensual  vio- 
lence. These  are  not  flip  sides  of  the  same  coin, 
variations  on  a  theme  or  gradations  on  a  contin- 
uum. Continuities  between  non-consensual  and 
consensual  violence  do  exist,  of  course.  For  in- 
stance, regardless  of  all  the  polite  talk  about  safe 
words,  limits  and  consent,  S/M  can  entail  the  use 
of  real  force,  slapping  that  stings  hard,  whipping 
that  easily  bruises.  The  entire  package  of  re- 
sponses found  in  an  ongoing  non-consensuaJ  vi- 
olence pattern,  however,  simply  does  not  emerge 
in  SM  scenes. 

I  question  the  legitimacy  of  applying  tradition- 
al psychoanalytical  assessments  to  cases  of  non- 
consensual violence  and  they  are  equally  out  of 
place  in  analyzing  S/M.  There  are  no  deep  psy- 
chological themes  that  are  carried  over  from  non- 
consensual violence  to  the  other  side  of  consent, 
the  domination  and  submission  of  S/M.  Sadism 
and  masochism  are  neither  heavy-duty  psycho 
trips  or  cathartic  therapy  sessions.  Michel 
Foucault,  in  an  interview  by  Bob  Gallagher  and 
Alexander  Wilson,  discusses  the  common  mis- 
understandings about  S/M. 


destructive  use  of  power  as  it  is  wielded  in  many 
ways,  on  many  levels.  Is  power,  then,  inherently 
bad,  and  should  we  therefore  encourage  images 
and  sex  practices  in  which  we  celebrate  the  sexi- 
ness of  sex  without  power  and  "eroticize 
equality"? 

For  the  most  liberal  of  the  anti-porn  lobbyists, 
when  they  do  attempt  to  talk  pleasure  rather  than 
danger,  this  is  the  somewhat  vague  Utopia  that 
we  should  be  reaching  for.  Tasteful  erotica  which 
knows  no  sweat,  strain,  snot  or  blood,  no  aggres- 
sion or  pain,  is  the  imagery  which  will,  thanks  to 
causality,  lead  us  directly  to  their  Utopia,  steer- 
ing a  firm  course  away  from  the  shoals  of  prac- 
tices like  S/M  and  pedophilia.  And  from  their 
perspective,  it  follows  that  the  worst  representa- 
tion of  power  imbalance,  the  most  illegitimate 
display  of  violence,  domination  and  submission, 
remains  pornographic  images  involving  children. 
At  the  same  time,  the  power  of  sexuality  is  recog- 
nized and  assigned  the  promotional  role  of '  'erot- 
icizing equality"  in  this  erotica. 

Power  is  not,  however,  inherently  bad,  it  is 
something  that  pervades  all  social  interactions 
and  can  be  wielded  constructively  or  destructive- 
ly to  varying  extents.  "Sex  without  power"  must 
be  unmasked  as  a  total  contradiction  in  terms. 
Further,  sexual  experiences,  if  we  can  make  the 
room  needed  to  take  sexual  risks,  can  help  us  to 
learn  about  the  complexities  and  possibilities  of 
power  and  the  responsibility  of  consent. 

Not  that  porn  and  pervert  sex  practices  ought 
to  be  attributed  a  didactic  end  first  and  foremost. 
As  consensual  activities,  they  require  no  further 
defence  or  raison  d'etre.  As  they  communicate 
and  testify,  we  may  learn  about  the  values  and 
ideas  behind  these  practices,  but  they  should  not 
be  required  to  teach.  The  legitimate  measure- 
ment of  correctness  and  goodness  is  limited  to  the 
establishment  of  consent;  the  exciting,  mundane, 
risky,  boring  and  frightening  pursuit  of  pleasure 
needs  no  end  other  than  pleasure  itself  to  prove  its 
validity. 

Chris  Bearchell,  Rick  Bebout  and  Alexander 
Wilson,  in  a  1979  TBP  article  on  pedophilia  and 
children's  sexuality,  offer  the  following  definition 
of  consent,  "saying  yes  in  a  situation  where  one 
has  the  power  to  say  no  and  be  taken  serious- 
ly...(and)  the  power  to  not  only  enter  relation- 
ships but  also  to  leave  them  without  suffering 
drastic  conseqences."  The  argument  that  women 
cannot  really  consent  to  sadism  and  masochism, 
and  that  children  cannot  consent  to  sexual  activi- 
ties between  themselves  or  with  adults  denies  the 


power  that  they  possess  as  active  and  thinking 
social  agents  in  sexual  relationships  Through  a 
loosening  of  coercive  social  institutions  and 
paternalistic  notions,  the  power  of  children  to 
take  control  of  and  responsibility  for  their  own 
sexuality  can  be  further  enhanced. 

It  is  true  that  age  discrimination  is  widespread, 
and  that  total  equality  does  not  exist  between 
adult/child  sex  partners,  but,  of  course,  it  never 
exists  in  any  sexual  or  social  relationship.  Never- 
theless, we  can  and  do  manage  to  have  ethical 
sexual  experiences  in  spite  of  the  inequalities  be- 
tween ourselves  and  our  partners.  And  for  most 
of  us,  those  consensual  experiences  began  well  be- 
fore we  had  reached  the  legal  age,  and  we  shared 
them  with  partners  of  all  ages.  In  my  own  early 
encounters  with  kissing,  oral  sex  and  fucking  the 
conditions  of  consent  outlined  above  were  more 
than  met  despite  the  seniority  of  my  partners  and 
the  unnecessary  guilt,  fear,  anxiety  and  ignor- 
ance which  accompanied  my  interests. 

Discussing  equality  and  sexuality  in  the  same 
breath,  however,  is  complicated  and  possibly 
misleading.  Too  often,  the  power  wielded 
through  social,  economic,  gender  and  racial  op- 
pressions is  conflated  with  the  different  kind  of 
power  that  exists  in  a  sexual  relationship. 
"Eroticizing  equality"  suggests  the  selling  of  the 
idea  of  equality,  as  if  something  very  bland  re- 
quires promotion  with  the  unthinking  and  unwil- 
ling masses.  Equality,  however,  will  be  won 
through  conscious  efforts  against  these  and  other 
oppressions,  not  successful  political  advertising 
campaigns  harnessing  the  seduction  of  sexuality. 
These  kinds  of  efforts  should  be  analysed  with  far 
more  respect  for  the  participants  involved  whose 
political  goals  do  not  require  didactic  or  slick 
packaging. 

I  suppose  that  if  the  politicians,  police,  courts, 
doctors,  psychiatrists,  churches  and  institutions 
allegedly  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  women 
and  children  had  their  way,  and  if  the  censuring 
tides  within  our  own  communities  were  success- 
ful, the  room  to  take  risks  would  not  be  available. 
The  reality  is,  however,  that  no  matter  what  law  is 
passed  and  no  matter  how  much  the  issues  of 
power,  violence  and  sexuality  are  misrepresented 
all  around  us,  we  will  continue  to  take  that  room 
anyway.  Getting  it  on  and  getting  off  in  the  most 
hostile  environments  is  a  very  common  experi- 
ence. That  atmosphere  of  hostility  can  some- 
times make  getting  it  on  even  more  fun  than 
otherwise,  but  that  is  the  beginning  of  another 
discussion. 

• 
I  was  a  little  tired. 

The  sticky  warmth  of  the  menstrual  blood  and 
piss  that  had  run  down  my  legs  and  splashed  my 
feet  began  to  cool  slowly.  Shifting  slightly  to  ease 
the  pull  of  the  shackles  hanging  heavy  arms  above 
my  head  and  breathing  the  close  warm  air  deeply. 
She  let  go  of  my  ass,  rocked  back  off  her  knees 


and  stood  to  lick  the  sweat  on  my  face.  The  large 
mirror  set  up  beside  us  caught  her  taunting  smile. 

"Not  used  to  being  on  this  end  of  things,  are 
we?"  she  said,  casually  dribbling  the  damp  ends 
of  the  whip  down  my  chest  with  a  lazy  motion  of 
her  wrist. 

"Go  fuck  yourself  -*' 

She  laughed  and  let  that  defiance  pass  by. 

"Listen,  keep  that  up  and  I'll  crack  out  the 
makeup  and  lace." 

She  stepped  backwards,  reached  for  her  cig- 
arettes and  lighter,  and  laid  the  whip  down.  I 
watched  her  tap  out  a  cigarette  and  snap  her 
zippo.  I  thought  about  the  calm  assurance  writ- 
ten across  her  face.  The  sweat  stains  on  her  torn  t- 
shirt  spoke  of  her  exertions. 

The  sweet  stinging  on  my  back  ripping  through 
the  haze  of  warmth,  her  face  taut  with  concentra- 
tion, stepping  into  the  swing,  making  every  effort 
to  carry  off  the  insouciance  and  yet  betraying  the 
intense  pleasure  of  swinging  the  whip  hard.  And 
watching  the  glistening  in  the  shadows  reflected  in 
the  mirror  I  could  barely  look  into  while  the 
strokes  began  to  cut.  And  massaging  burning  ass 
flesh  with  her  cool  hands  moments  before  easing 
her  fingers  one  by  one  into  my  waiting  asshole 
pulling  me  backwards  against  the  mounting  pres- 
sure rocking  me  between  the  hand  in  my  cunt  and 
on  my  clit  and  the  more  harsh  and  insistent  pene- 
tration from  somewhere  behind  me. 

I  was  tired  but  we  worked  it  out. 

Pulling  the  heavy  black  leather  jacket  on,  the 
inside  edges  of  the  studs  tickling  my  sensitivities, 
the  reassuring  coldness  of  the  dripping  chains 
nudging  my  bare  ass,  the  weight  and  feel  and  mir- 
rored attitude  restoring  reflected  imagery.  She 
crushed  the  butt  of  her  cigarette  with  the  heel  of 
her  boot  and  I  knew  this  time  I  could  watch  her 
really  fucking  push  behind  her  efforts  and  I  could 
watch  her  insouciance  become  flushed  obsession 
and  stretching  this  time  to  put  her  entire  body 
behind  it  it  came  down  almost  as  hard  as  I  expect- 
ed and  I  watched  the  traces  of  another  sneering 
smile  begin  somewhere  on  the  corner  of  her 
mouth.  Later  I  would  smile  to  myself  too.* 

Anna  Marie  Smith  is  a  photographer,  a  graduate  stu- 
dent at  the  University  of  Toronto,  a  former  director  of 
Sparkes  Gallery,  and  is  affectionately  described  by 
her  sister  as  a  lezzie  smut  fiend. 

The  photographs  accompanying  this  article  are  by 
the  Flying  Femmes,  a  project  by  Anna  Marie  Smith 
and  RuthAnn  Tucker  which  produced  images  of  les- 
bian porn  from  December  1984  to  April  1986. 

"Michel  Foucault,  An  Interview:  Sex,  Power  and 
the  Politics  of  Identity,"  by  Bob  Gallagher  and 
Alexander  Wilson,  was  published  in  The  Advocate, 
August?,  1984. 

"Another  look,"  by  Chris  Bearchell,  Rick  Bebout 
and  Alexander  Wilson  was  published  in  TBP, 
March/April  1979  and  is  collected  in  the  anthology 
Flaunting  It! 
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1961 

I  am  four  years  old.  The  lady  in  the  bathing  cap 
at  the  edge  of  the  lake  is  my  mother.  That's  my  fa- 
ther jumping  off  the  dock,  arms  flailing  to  make 
me  laugh.  Those  four  girls  are  my  sisters,  older 
than  me  and  mysterious. 

I  am  held  up  by  a  bright  orange  life-jacket, 
dog-paddling,  my  chin  just  above  water. 

"Look  at  me!"  I  cry,  delirious  with  joy. 

The  lake  is  cool  and  so  clear  I  can  see  my  feet, 
spotted  fish  glint  below  them,  I  don't  ever  want  to 
come  out.  Here  comes  my  dad,  he  grabs  me,  he 
gives  me  a  hug,  I  like  the  scratchy  feel  of  his  cheek . 
I  paddle  furiously  toward  the  dock. 

"Watch  me  dad!" 

"Look  at  him  go!"  he  shouts. 

In  me  it  bursts,  this  happiness:  water  and  sun, 
my  father's  strong  hands,  my  mother  dipping 
hers  in  the  lake.  Those  are  my  sisters  laughing. 
These  are  my  legs,  moving  me  along. 

1964 
Skinny  and  seven  and  brown  as  a  nut  from  catch- 
ing salamanders,  climbing  trees. 

I  stand  in  left  field,  willing  the  ball  not  to  come 
my  way.  But  it  does:  a  high  fly.  I  hold  my  breath,  I 
hold  my  glove  out,  trembling.  Then  smack!  a 
miracle!  the  ball  is  in  my  glove.  But  when  I  throw 
it  to  Brad,  it  careens  crazily,  falls  short  and  rolls. 
Brad  blocks  it  with  a  PF  Flyer,  deftly,  he's  good 
at  everything.  He's  my  idol. 

He  picks  up  the  ball,  socks  it  in  his  glove  three 
times  and  walks  toward  me. 

' '  You  throw  like  a  girl ,"  he  says  loudly,  lip  curl- 
ing into  a  sneer. 

He  laughs  then  and  the  others  join  in.  From 
the  base  of  my  spine  to  my  neck ,  a  current  of  elec- 
tricity runs.  My  eyes  are  hot  and  wet  but  I  won't 
cry,  I  won't. 

I  poke  my  head  under  Judy's  bed  to  find  the  blue- 
and-white  suitcase.  I  pull  it  out  carefully,  my 
mother  musn't  know,  I  listen  for  the  hollow 
sound  of  her  rolling  pin  downstairs.  I  undo  the 
clasps.  Inside,  pure  magic:  a  Barbie  doll  face- 
down in  a  heap  of  bright  clothes,  small  plastic 
shoes  and  stockings,  even  tiny  pieces  of  jewellery. 
I'm  not  supposed  to  do  this  but  I  can't  help  it. 

Barbie  is  naked  and  cool  in  my  hands.  I  pick 
out  a  scarlet  satin  ballgown,  spangles  on  the 
skirt,  a  stiff  crinoline  underneath.  I  dress  her 
gently,  I  make  her  walk,  the  hard  plastic  feet  just 
touching  the  wood  floor,  no  sound  at  all.  Then  I 
lift  her  up  and  hold  her  tight,  run  the  smooth  sat- 
in against  my  cheek.  The  curtain  stirs  in  the  faint 
breeze. 

Alert  as  a  small  animal,  I  listen  for  the  thump 
of  the  rolling  pin,  hot  with  shame  and  pleasure. 

A  humid  Saturday  night,  June  bugs  whir  and 
fling  against  the  screen  door.  My  father  is  making 
popcorn,  lifting  the  pot  from  the  stove  and  shak- 
ing it  to  make  music,  doing  a  jig.  He  makes  us 
laugh. 

I  want  to  ask:  how  do  you  throw  a  ball?  But 
I'm  shy  with  him,  and  he's  always  tired  from 
work.  Besides,  I  don't  want  him  to  know  what 
they  call  me:  sissy. 

That  bunch  of  buttercups  in  a  jar  I  picked  for 


my  mother,  my  knees  in  the  cool  grass.  I  lie  on  the 
couch  with  my  head  on  her  warm  lap,  rise  and 
fall,  rise  and  fall.  The  popcorn's  almost  ready. 
For  now  I'm  safe. 

1968 
Eleven  and  boy  I  can  run  fast.  My  spikes  bite  into 
the  orange  cinder  track,  I'm  way  ahead,  I  hear 
cheering.  The  string  at  the  finish  line  gives  softly 
with  my  chest.  I  run  off  the  track  and  tumble  to 
the  grass,  clouds  rushing  overhead  in  such  a  blue 
sky.  Feet  approach  fast,  my  friends  to  clap  me  on 
the  back.  I  close  my  eyes  and  say:  I'm  good  at 
something,  I'm  good  at  something,  I'm  good  at 
something. 

Doug  and  I  clamber  out  of  the  pool,  slippery  and 
agile  as  trout,  eyes  stinging  with  chlorine.  I  chase 
him  to  the  showers,  my  best  friend,  we're  always 
joking  about  something. 

In  the  shower  room  we're  suddenly  shy.  There 
are  older  boys  soaping  themselves  under  the 
white  jets  of  water.  They  have  clumps  of  hair 
above  their  weiners,  that's  what  we  call  them,  fat 
and  longer  than  our  pink,  ridiculous  ones.  I  can't 
take  my  eyes  off  them. 

"Hurry!"  says  Doug,  already  changed  and 
springing  out  the  door. 

I  stand  on  wrinkled  feet  in  my  dripping  suit 
and  shiver,  pretending  to  filch  for  something  in 
my  gym  bag.  Look  at  them. 

I  think  of  the  Greek  gods  in  mythology  books  I 
love  to  read.  I  read  too  much,  I  have  glasses  now. 
But  everyone  at  school  knows  I'm  smart  so  I 
don't  get  teased  as  much. 

Apollos  really  exist,  I  think.  That  curly  hair, 
those  muscles,  these  boys  have  them. 

The  back  of  my  neck  is  tingling.  I  look,  I  look. 
They  are  so  beautiful. 

1969 
Doug's  room  is  a  yellow  shell,  pure  light,  it  used 
to  be  the  attic.  The  air  doesn't  move,  torpid  flies 
buzz  and  slowly  circle.  Gary,  Doug  and  I  sink  our 
teeth  into  cool  ripe  pears. 

"It's  so  hot,"  says  Gary.  "Let's  takeoff  all  our 
clothes." 

"Do  you  want  to?"  Doug  asks  me,  blue  eyes 
shining. 


I  look  at  him,  then  Gary,  then  back  at  Doug.  I 
wonder  if  this  is  a  trick. 
"Sure,"  I  say  casually. 

I  peel  off  my  damp  t-shirt,  then  they  do,  sud- 
denly I  have  power.  We  strip  quickly,  throw  our 
socks  and  shorts  on  Doug's  bed.  I  cross  my  arms 
over  my  chest.  The  two  of  them  look  at  me,  fas- 
cinated: it's  my  dick,  that's  what  we  call  it  now 
that  we're  12,  mine's  big,  I  have  scratchy  hair.  I 
see  they're  still  little-boy  pink,  dicks  slender  as 
chalk.  I  stand  and  tremble  as  their  eyes  run  over 
me,  sweat  at  the  back  of  my  knees. 

"Let's  see  what  it's  like  to  kiss  a  boy,"  Gary 
says,  cocky,  grinning. 

Doug  looks  doubtful. 

"OK,"  he  says,  appealing  to  me. 

I  pretend  not  to  care. 

"OK,"  I  say. 

Doug  faces  me.  He  presses  his  mouth  against 
mine,  one  damp  hand  on  my  sunburnt  shoulder, 
I  close  my  eyes,  his  lips  are  soft  and  hot.  He  draws 
away  quickly. 

"Yuck!"  he  says,  back  of  his  hand  against  his 
mouth,  laughing.  "Let's  go  to  the  store." 

"You  fags,"  says  Gary,  unkissed,  pulling  on 
his  jockey  shorts. 

Later,  licking  a  lime  popsicle,  I  still  feel  Doug's 
lips  burn  on  mine.  A  bee  zings  by.  Walking  be- 
tween my  best  buddies,  I  try  to  catch  my  breath. 

Up  in  the  maple  tree  in  the  back  yard  and  I  won't 
come  down.  Diane  is  leaving,  she's  just  married, 
she's  my  favourite  sister. 

At  the  beach  she'd  hold  her  breath,  dive  under 
the  waves  and  fling  me  out  of  the  inner  tube,  a 
laughing  tangle  of  gawky  limbs.  Later  I'd  watch 
her  put  on  silvery  lipstick  to  go  out  rollerskating, 
this  glamorous  creature,  oh  she's  beautiful. 

Last  summer  she  took  to  me  see  Funny  Girl,  we 
went  twice  it  was  so  good,  I  bought  the  record.  In 
the  mirror,  I  sang  soundlessly  to  Don't  Rain  on 
myParadeznd  imagined  I  was  Barbra Streisand: 
head  flung  back,  hands  out.  I  made  sure  no  one 
was  around. 

Diane  stands  under  the  tree,  1  won't  look  at 
her,  won't  let  her  see  I'm  crying. 

"I'll  be  back  in  two  weeks,"  she  says. 


"But  you  won't  be  living  here!"  I  burst,  chok- 
ing, my  glasses  fogged  up. 

She  has  nothing  to  say.  I  can  see  she's  in  a  hur- 
ry to  leave,  I'm  holding  her  up. 

"Just  go  then,"  I  say,  and  climb  higher. 

I  watch  her  walk  across  the  lawn  past  the  yar- 
row and  black-eyed  susans.  I  hear  muffled  good- 
byes, a  car.  starting  up,  I  can't  stop  crying. 

I  don't  understand.  Why  am  I  such  a  sissy? 
1970 
Rain  falls  tonight,  light  and  silver.  My  mother  is 
knitting  in  gold  lamplight  at  the  end  of  the  couch, 
her  special  spot.  My  father  plays  the  piano  in  his 
wonky,  forties  style:  Mood  Indigo,  One  For  The 
Road.  Judy  and  Lynn  are  upstairs,  they're  silent, 
more  mysterious  than  ever,  hair  up  in  rollers. 

I  sit  on  the  swivel  chair,  one  foot  curled  under 
me,  the  other  pawing  the  floor  with  a  desert  boot 
to  spin  me  around.  I  watch  my  parents  go  by, 
again  and  again,  both  in  profile.  I  like  their  four 
hands  working:  two  with  fat  yellow  needles,  two 
on  the  ivories. 

I  have  the  best  secret.  This  morning,  early,  I 
woke  to  the  raucous  sound  of  starlings,  my  dick 
stuck  to  the  sheet.  I  know  what  that  means. 

Alphonse  and  I  are  best  friends  now  that  Doug  is 
going  to  a  different  high  school  in  the  fall.  Here 
we  are  at  Blue  Springs,  we've  bicycled  out  on  the 
gritty  back  roads. 

We  perch  on  dried-out  logs  away  from  the  wa- 
ter, a  private  clearing  among  dark  firs,  sand  hot 
under  our  feet.  Mine  are  hard  on  the  bottom 
from  tennis,  you  should  see  my  serve. 

We  are  smoking  Number  7s.  Alphonse  is  so 
cool,  he  blows  these  great  rings  or  the  smoke 
streams  from  his  nostrils,  when  I  inhale  I  just 
cough. 

I'm  dizzy  from  the  smoke  and  sun  and  rock  'n' 
roll.  All  the  slow  songs  on  his  transistor  make  me 
think  of  Alphonse:  his  dark  pink  mouth,  his 
brown  arms,  the  lump  in  his  green  Speedo. 

Dragging  on  a  cigarette,  trying  to  look  tough,  I 
keep  this  to  myself. 

A  cool  night  in  August,  school  just  two  weeks 
away.  Lying  on  my  bed,  my  skin  gives  off  heat.  In 
the  moonlight  I  can  see  the  puddle  of  white  on  my 
belly. 

I've  tried  for  a  week  to  jerk  off,  Alphonse  told 
me  how,  but  nothing  happened:  it  just  hurt.  This 
time  too,  but  then  it  felt  great,  oh  God,  what  is 
this,  my  whole  body  shook.  This  is  called 
coming. 

I  can  hear  my  father  snoring  softly,  Judy  shift- 
ing in  sleep.  The  air  smells  fresh.  The  white  stuff 
smells  salty,  like  bleach  sort  of,  or  chlorine.  I 
smooth  it  around  my  navel. 

In  me  it  bursts,  this  happiness:  a  pearl  of  a 
moon,  Alphonse's  mouth,  my  own  skin. 

I  know  one  thing  very  clear.  I'm  what  boys  joke 
about:  a  fag. 

Outside  the  black  sky  is  enormous,  pricked 
with  stars,  the  mystery  of  summer.* 
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Telling  co-workers  that  you  're  gay  or 
lesbian  is  something  that's  not 

covered  in  any 
on-the-job  training 
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1  heard  many  coming  out  stories  and, 
surprisingly,  I  never  find  them  boring.  Each  story 
is  filled  with  the  elements  to  comprise  good 
theatre:  unfolding  personal  drama  tinged  with 
emotion,  sex,  romance  and,  occasionally,  hostili- 
ty. The  pattern  of  cathartic  revelations  to  family 
and  friends,  and  the  transformation  of  life  with 
a  passionate  lover  in  the  wings  seems  familiar. 

Maureen  Warren,  Michael  Phair  and  Bernie 
Marcoux  each  took  their  story  one  step  further 
with  the  admission  of  their  sexuality  to  co-work- 
ers. For  many,  the  workplace  remains  a  barrier  to 
our  honesty,  especially  when  homosexuality  can 
be  legally  used  as  a  reason  for  dismissal  in  every 
province  in  this  country  except  Quebec.  But  for 
these  three,  the  difficult  decision  to  come  out  on 
the  job  met  with  positive  results.  They  couldn't 
have  hoped  for  better  scripts. 

You  probably  wouldn't  forget  Maureen  Warren 
if  you  met  her.  She  has  a  contagious,  almost  bois- 
terous, enthusiasm  and  warmth.  Divorced  for 
five  years  and  the  mother  of  four,  she  now 
lives  with  her  lover  Audrey,  also  divorced 
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and  raising  two  children  from  a  previous  mar- 
riage. Maureen  is  an  outreach  worker  at  the  Boyle 
Street  Co-op,  a  social  service  agency  in  the  inner 
city.  This  job  follows  an  eight-year  stint  working 
in  the  Edmonton  Journal  library  where  the 
whole  process  of  coming  out  of  the  closet  began 
for  her. 

"I  started  being  uncomfortable  at  the  Journal 
because  I  was  aware  that  a  relationship  I  was  hav- 
ing with  another  woman  might  be  found  out.  I 
was  not  legally  separated,  yet  not  divorced.  I  was 
concerned  because  I  had  under-age  children  at 
that  time  and  I  was  super-worried  about  the  loss 
of  custody  of  my  kids.  My  husband  had  never 
made  me  think  that  he  would  try  to  take  the  kids 
but  people  had  warned  me  that  there  were  a  lot  of 
custody  problems.  So  I  was  very  uptight  about 
people  finding  out.  I  almost  had  a  breakdown  at 
the  Journal  and  I  blew  up  at  work.  My  doctor 
sent  me  home  and  put  me  on  medication.  I  was 
zonked  out  at  home  for  about  three  weeks. 

"I  had  buried  the  fact  that  I  was  gay  through  23 
years  of  marriage  and  suddenly  here  it  was  again.  I 
had  met  someone  and  it  was  back.  The  pressure  to 
have  to  deal  with  that  was  tremendous. 

Maureen  began  reading  what  she  could  about 
homosexuality  and  she  involved  herself  in  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community.  She  had  good  friends 
who  were  reporters  at  the  paper  and  although  she 
told  them  that  she  was  a  lesbian,  she  felt  she 
couldn't  tell  her  co-workers  in  the  library.  Her  re- 
luctance to  confide  in  her  fellow  employees  in- 
creased her  desire  to  find  another  job. 

She  discovered  a  certain  camaraderie  and  inti- 
macy among  the  workers  at  her  new  social  service 

"I  was  very  uptight  about 
people  finding  out.  I  almost 
had  a  breakdown  at  the 
Journal  anil  I  blew  up  at 
work.  ..I  was  zonked  out  at 
home  for  about  three 
weeks." 

job,  that  was  non-existent  at  the  Journal.  The 
staff  talked  about  their  personal  lives  and  Maur- 
een soon  began  to  feel  like  she  was  watching  from 
the  sidelines.  "Everyone  else  would  come  in  on  a 
Monday  and  talk  about  what  they'd  done  on  the 
weekend  with  their  mates,  partners  or  boy- 
friends. They  would  ask  me  things  but  I  couldn't 
tell  them  and  it  was  like  I  had  a  life  but  it  didn't 
exist  at  work." 

After  a  year,  Maureen  was  tired  of  trying  to 
keep  tabs  of  who  knew  and  who  didn't.  She  set 
out  to  tell  each  of  her  work  mates  separately. 

"I  was  doing  it  for  myself.  I  hadn't  heard  any- 
thing that  would  encourage  me  to  tell  these  peo- 
ple. I  wouldn't  have  been  surprised  if  someone 
had  reacted  badly.  They  were  from  married  back- 
grounds and  I  hadn't  heard  any  talk  around  the 
office  revealing  any  kind  of  acceptance  of  homo- 
sexuality." 

As  it  turned  out.  the  staff  were  generally  sup- 
portive and  non-judgemental.  Only  a  woman 
who  we'll  call  Clara  responded  in  a  negative  and 
odd  way.  I  noticed  a  trace  of  amusement  in 
Maureen's  voice  when  she  reconstructed  the 
conversation  she'd  had  with  her. 

"  'Clara,  I  want  to  tell  you  something,'  I  said. 
She  was  typically  breezy  and  replied,  almost  sing- 
ing, 'Oh  sure  Maureen,  have  a  seat,  and  what  do 
we  want  to  talk  about  today?' 

"  'I  want  to  tell  you  something  about  me  you 


don't  know,'  I  said. 

"  'Maureen,  I  know  everything  about  you.' 

"  'No,  Clara,  you  don't  know  that  I'm  a 
lesbian!' 

"Her  tone  suddenly  sounded  alarmed  and  the 
discussion  became  more  animated. 

'"You're  what?!' 

"'I'm  a  lesbian!' 

"  'Maureen,  you're  not!' 

'"I  am,  Clara!' 

"  'But  you're  so  much  fun,  you're  so 
intelligent!' 

"  'What's  that  got  to  do  with  anything?' 

"'You're  so  nice!' 

"  'What's  that  got  to  do  with  anything?' 

'"You  can't  be,  that's  what!' 

"  'Clara,  believe  me,  believe  me,  I'm  gay!' 

"  'Oh  my  God,  I  don't  believe  it!' 

"We  sat  and  talked  about  it  and  she  said  she 
would  try  to  get  used  to  it.  I  told  her  we  could  talk 
anytime  or  I  could  give  her  some  material  to  read. 
Again  she  said,  T  don't  know  if  I  can  handle 
this! '  I  told  her  I  would  check  with  her  in  a  year  to 
see  how  comfortable  whe  was  with  it  because  I 
emphasized  that  I  wasn't  going  to  change,  I  was 
going  to  be  me. 

"Less  than  three  months  later  I  was  at  an 
ASWAC  (Alberta  Status  of  Women  Action  Com- 
mittee) conference  and  an  issue  came  up  about 
recognizing  gay  and  lesbian  pride  day.  A  woman 
from  the  North  had  said  that  she  thought  if 
ASWAC  recognized  the  day  the  organization 
would  be  tarred  as  being  only  a  gang  of  lesbians. 
Clara  stood  up,  took  the  microphone  and  said 
that  lesbians  are  women  of  Alberta  and  they 
deserved  support  from  the  rest  of  us.  When  I  went 
into  the  hall  afterward  I  told  Clara  I  had  wanted 
to  get  up  and  hug  her.  She  told  me  that  she  didn't 
just  do  it  for  me,  that  she  really  believed  it." 

While  Maureen  had  found  acceptance  after 
talking  to  her  co-workers,  there  was  still  a  big 
obstacle  blocking  her  goal  of  being  completely 
open:  her  boss. 

"Every  person  I  told  said,  'Just  because  we 
don't  have  a  problem  with  it,  for  God's  sake 
don't  tell  George  (the  director  of  the  agency  and 
not  his  real  name).  So  I  didn't  tell  George.  What 
ended  up  happening  was  I  found  myself  in  the 
weekly  staff  meetings  being  very  argumentative 
with  guess  who  —  George.  I  found  myself  dis- 
agreeing with  him  and  being  very  aggressive  with 
him.  I  had  to  sit  back  and  look  at  it  and  I  realized 
I  had  a  lot  of  strong  feelings  toward  him  because  I 
had  been  told  that  he  wouldn't  accept  my  sexual- 
ity. I  decided  I  had  to  do  something  to  diffuse  this 
antagonism.  So  I  told  him  I  needed  to  talk  to 
him. 

"He's  a  very  strong  Baptist.  I  was  really  ner- 
vous. All  my  co-workers  could  be  nasty  and  an- 
tagonistic but  they  couldn't  fire  me. 

"I  had  told  him  that  I  wanted  to  talk  to  him 
about  myself.  We  went  for  lunch  and  somehow  he 
mentioned  that  because  of  my  past  and  my  in- 
volvement in  the  air  force  that  he  found  me  kind 
of  fascinating.  I  said,  'You'd  be  even  more  fascin- 
ated if  you  heard  I  was  a  lesbian.'  He  said,  T 
would  be  surprised.'  I  said,  'Well  you  can  afford 
to  be  surprised  because  I  am.'  And  we  talked  for 
two  hours  and  his  problem  was  accepting  it  on  a 
religious  basis.  It  was  an  emotional  time.  When  I 
was  telling  him  I  was  crying.  It  brought  back  so 
much.  I  felt  like  I  was  back  at  the  Journal  again.  I 
hadn't  felt  the  same  way  telling  my  fellow  employ- 
ees. He  said,  'Don't  worry,  your  job's  not  in 
jeopardy.' 

"We  hugged  each  other  at  the  end  of  it.  I  told 
him  that  I  really  believed  in  the  ethics  policy  that 
we  had.  If  I  had  anything  unethical  to  do  with  any 
of  the  clients  I  would  deserve  to  be  fired.  I  gave 
him  some  Metropolitan  Community  Church  lit- 


erature which  he  agreed  to  read.  In  the  end,  my 
sexuality  wasn't  an  issue  with  him  at  all. 

"It's  like  getting  a  monkey  off  your  back.  I've 
never  had  an  addiction  problem  but  I  imagine  it's 
much  the  same  as  when  someone  gets  rid  of  an  al- 
cohol problem.  There's  no  longer  this  thing 
hanging  over  your  head.  I  felt  very  controlled  and 
much  tighter  before.  Now  I  basically  feel  free.  I'm 
free  to  be  who  I  am,  to  know  that  I'm  just  me  and 
that's  o.k.  I'm  not  so  great  but  I'm  not  so  bad  af- 
ter all." 

• 
To  say  that  Michael  Phair  is  a  civil  servant  and 
teaches  occasionally  at  a  community  college 
would  only  be  telling  half  the  story.  His  after- 
hours  involvement  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  com- 
munity probably  consume  more  of  his  time  than 
does  his  regular  job.  Michael  is  active  in  the 
GALA  Civil  Rights  Committee,  the  AIDS  Net- 
work of  Edmonton,  and  worked  on  the  recent 
provincial  election  with  a  candidate  sympathetic 
to  gay  and  lesbian  concerns.  His  apartment,  a 
frequent  location  for  meetings,  usually  takes  on 
the  ambience  of  a  drop-in  centre.  Despite  his 
phrenetic  schedule,  he  always  has  time  to  talk. 

Ironically,  Michael's  activism  has  not  been  a 
life-long  practice.  Five  years  ago  he  did  virtually 
nothing  for  the  lesbian  and  gay  community.  Like 
many  others  he  was  connected  to  the  gay  scene 
through  the  clubs,  bars  and  other  gathering 
spots.  In  1981  he  was  catapulted  into  gay  politics 
after  being  arrested  as  a  found-in  during  the 
Pisces  bath  raids.  He  ended  up  playing  a  key  role 
in  the  Privacy  Defense  Committee  (PDC)  and  be- 
came a  public  spokesman  for  the  group  as  well  as 
for  the  entire  gay  community.  The  local  media 
was  hungry  to  interview  a  real  homosexual  who 
was  willing  to  speak  to  them  openly. 

"After  doing  a  few  anonymous  interviews  I 
thought  about  it  and  realized  what  I  was  saying 
by  not  providing  my  name.  I  decided  that  I  was 
proud  of  who  I  was  and  it  was  ridiculous  to  keep 
hiding.  I  resolved  that  I  would  use  my  name  pub- 
licly or  not  bother  saying  anything." 

Michael  had  occasionally  thought  about  tell- 
ing his  co-workers  that  he  was  gay,  and  his  in- 
volvement in  the  PDC  accelerated  the  process.  He 
knew  his  media  appearances  would  be  widely 
viewed  so  he  set  out  to  tell  his  fellow  employees. 

Coming  out  at  work  might  not  be  that  risky  for 
most  civil  servants,  but  in  Michael's  case  it  is 
somewhat  remarkable.  At  the  time  of  the  raids, 
his  work  was  concerned  with  young  children,  a 
group  that  many  identify  as  needing  protection 
from  homosexuals.  As  a  consultant  for  the  pro- 
vincial Department  of  Education  he  was  respon- 
sible for  monitoring  government  programs,  certi- 
fying teachers,  and  speaking  to  parent  groups. 
Almost  40  percent  of  his  time  was  spent  in 
classrooms. 

"I  was  always  quite  terrified  of  people  at  work 
finding  out  I  was  gay.  I  had  often  considered  tell- 
ing people  but  I  felt  I  couldn't  because  I  worked 
with  young  kids.  The  only  people  who  knew 
about  me  were  good  friends.  I  went  to  see  my  boss 
and  I  don't  think  he  was  aware  yet  of  what  was  go- 
ing on.  I  was  honestly  terrified  before  seeing  him. 
It's  difficult  enough  to  tell  someone  you're  gay 
but  I  also  had  to  tell  him  that  I  had  been  in  the 
bath  raids  and  that  a  criminal  charge  had  been 
laid  against  me. 

"He  was  quite  good.  He  basically  indicated 
that  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  people's  lives 
outside  of  work  were  their  own  and  he  was  not  go- 
ing to  worry  about  it.  Later  he  told  me  he  did  have 
some  hassles  with  people  higher  up  who  had 
heard  about  me  and  he  told  them  if  they  wanted 
to  do  something  to  go  ahead,  because  as  far  as  he 
was  concerned,  my  performance  was  fine. 

"Within  a  day  or  two  a  fellow  employee  who  I 


didn't  know  terribly  well  stopped  by  my  office 
and  basically  asked  if  what  he'd  heard  was  true.  I 
said  I'm  sure  it's  at  least  that  true  and  probably 
more  so.  Then  I  was  sure  everyone  knew  and  was 
talking  about  it.  That  made  me  a  little  nervous 
but  I  was  also  relieved  because  it  confirmed  what 
I  suspected.  I  was  glad  too  that  someone  had  the 
nerve  to  at  least  ask  me  about  it. 

"Remember  that  I  was  in  a  large  office,  with 
about  30  consultants  and  17  secretaries.  A  couple  of 
people  who  I  didn't  know  well  went  out  of  their 
way  to  be  particularly  nice  to  me.  There  were  also 
a  couple  of  people  who  would  sort  of  cringe  when 

"After  doing  a  few 
anonymous  interviews,  I 
thought  about  it  and  realized 
what  I  was  saying  by  not  pro- 
viding my  name.  I  decided 
that  I  was  proud  of  who  I  was 
and  it  was  ridiculous  to  keep 
hiding.  I  resolved  that  I  would 
use  my  name  publicly  or  not 
bother  saying  anything.' 
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I  came  around.  For  some  time  I  was  quite  ner- 
vous and  found  it  difficult  to  spend  any  time  in 
the  staff  room.  I  wasn't  around  the  office  that 
much  anyway  but  I  ended  up  finding  it  even  more 
difficult  to  go  in  there." 

'  'After  a  while,  it  became  apparent  that  people 
were  seeing  my  name.  Once  I  was  down  in  some 
little,  tiny  town  in  central  Alberta  when  I  had  to 
meet  with  some  new  staff.  A  couple  of  people 
there  mentioned  they  had  seen  me  on  TV  and  I 
nearly  fell  out  of  my  chair.  I  realized  that  people 
were  probably  hearing  about  me  but  it's  a  bit  jar- 
ring when  you're  actually  confronted  with  it. 

"Except  for  a  couple  of  people  who  ignored 
me  I  didn't  get  any  outward  negative  reaction  at 
work.  The  secretarial  staff  were  wonderful. 

"Interestingly  enough,  it  hasn't  been  a  prob- 
lem at  the  college  where  I  teach  part  time.  My 
supervisor  there,  the  department  head,  always 
made  it  clear  that  she  couldn't  care  less  about  my 
sexual  orientation  and  she  was  glad  to  have  me  on 
staff.  Later  on,  the  woman  who  runs  a  similar 
programme  at  the  University  of  Alberta  who  had 
known  about  the  bath  raids,  hired  me  to  teach  a 
summer  course." 

About  10  months  ago  Michael  applied  for  a 
new  position  in  another  government  department. 
When  it  became  apparent  that  they  were  interest- 
ed in  hiring  him  he  told  them  that  if  it  was  going  to 
be  a  problem  that  he  was  gay  and  occasionally 
got  his  name  in  the  press  then  they  shouldn't  hire 
him.  He  got  the  job.  Since  that  time  his  boss  has 
left  and  he's  already  told  his  new  one. 

"Before  all  this  happened  I  was  terrified  of 
anyone  at  work  finding  out  I  was  gay.  I  did  all 
kinds  of  things  to  hide  my  identity.  It  was  a  big 
waste  of  energy  and  time.  I'm  sure  that  my  ten- 
dency to  want  to  over-prove  myself  at  work  was 
part  of  being  in  the  closet.  It's  a  world  of  differ- 
ence now  than  the  way  I  felt  before.  My  life  is 
more  diversified  —  I'm  involved  in  more  political 
issues." 

• 
Bernie  Marcou  is  a  gentle  and  assuming  man, 
and  his  friendly  manner  makes  for  easy  conversa- 
tion. At  24  he's  involved  in  a  couple  of  gay  and 
lesbian  organizations  and  is  a  shop  steward  of  his 
union  local.  He  has  worked  at  the  post  office  for 
five  years. 

I  was  curious  to  hear  Bernie's  story  because  a 
straight  friend  once  told  me  that  homophobia 
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Theatre  Passe  Muraille  16  Ryerson.  Tarragon 
Theatre  30  Bndgman.  Re:Vue  Video  1280  Bay. 
Colby's  5  St  Joseph.  Backstreet  5  Si  Joseph  (upstairs). 
Club  Z  II A  Si  Joseph.  Book  City  663  Yonge.  Glad 
Day  Book  Shop  648A  Yonge  (upstairs),  jocks  488 
Yonge  (upstairs).  Trax  Toronto  529  Yonge.  Chaps  9 
Isabella.  Komrad's  I  Isabella.  Return  of  the  Empire 
Cafe  678  Yonge,  Living  Well  Cafe  692  Yonge.  The 
Quest  665  Yonge.  The  Fare  Exchange  4  Irwin.  Chez 
Moi  30  Hayden,  SI9  Church  St  Community  Centre 
519  Church.  Murphy's  553  Church.  Hassle  Free 
Clinic  556  Church,  Windows  on  Church  562  Church 
AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto  66  Wellesley  E 
(upstairs).  Church  St  Cafe  485  Church.  This  Ain't 
The  Rosedale  Library  483  Church.  East  Side  Cafe  7 
Maitland.  Altered  States  471  Church.  The  457  457 
Church.  The  Barn  83  Granby,  Les  Cavaliers  418 
Church.  Oscar's  177  Church,  Buddy's  370  Church, 
The  Club  Baths  231  Mutual,  Pimblett's  249  Gerrard 
E.  Dress  Rehearsal  473  l'2  Parliament,  Peter  Brown 
Travel  546  Parliament.  Purple  Onion  547  Parliament. 
Lipstick  580  Parliament.  The  Selby  Hotel  (Boot's 
and  Bud's  at  The  Selby)  592  Sherbourne.  Catnaps 
246  Sherbourne.  Yofi's  19  Baldwin.  Toronto  Women's 
Bookstore  73  Harbord.  Courage  My  Love  14 
Kensington.  Cinema  Lumiere  290  College.  Burken 
Guest  House  322  Palmersion.  By  the  Way  Cafe  400 
Bloor  W.  Renaissance  Cafe  509  Bloor  W.  The  Bloor 
Cinema  506  Bloor  W.  Book  City  501  Bloor  W, 
Bathurst  St  Theatre  736  Bathurst  Si.  The  Epicure 
Cafe  512  Queen  W.  Bragg  446  Queen  W.  The 
Cameron  408  Queen  W.  The  Rivoli  334  Queen  W. 
Peter  Pan  373  Queen  W.  Raclette  361  Queen  W, 
Pages  Bookstore  256  Queen  W  Queen  Mother 
Cafe  206  Queen  W.  The  Barracks  56  Widmer. 
Bersani  &  Carlevale  595  Bay.  Show  Biz  3  Gould. 
Score  100  12  B  Bond.  Emilio's  127  Queen  E.  Griffon 
Arms  117  Dundas  E.  Chat  Travel  366  Adelaide  E.  18 
East  Hotel  (Tool  Box)  18  Eastern  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  2029  Gerrard  E.  Priape  1661 
Ste  Catherine.  Montreal 


Pick  it  up  when 
you  go  out 


was  rampant  in  the  post  office.  She  was  reluctant 
to  bring  a  female  friend  to  a  Christmas  party, 
fearing  people's  reaction. 

When  Bernie  first  started  working  as  a  postal 
clerk  he  had  told  no  one  about  his  sexual 
orientation. 

"After  a  year  or  so  I  became  active  in  the  union 
and  by  this  time  I  knew  I  was  gay  and  had  told  a 
few  close  friends.  As  I  became  more  involved  with 
the  union,  I  saw  that  people  there  were  quite  ac- 
cepting of  homosexuality.  Our  union  itself  is  very 
supportive  of  efforts  to  gain  equality  rights.  A  lot 
of  people  were  obviously  supportive  and  I  felt 
comfortable  in  coming  out  to  those  that  I  knew 
were  supportive  or  were  gay  themselves." 

The  first  workmate  Bernie  spoke  to  was  only 
slightly  taken  aback. 

"I  went  to  the  women's  locker  room  to  have  a 
smoke  with  her  one  day.  We  were  talking  and  she 
asked  me  if  I  had  a  girlfriend  or  something.  I  said 
no,  that  I  was  gay.  She  was  kind  of  surprised  but 
she  took  it  really  well.  It  was  no  big  deal. 

"After  that  our  friendship  seemed  to  grow,  as 
with  most  people  I  came  out  to.  Most  of  the  reac- 
tion I  got  was  quite  low  key.  After  a  while,  almost 
everyone  in  the  union  knew  and  some  would  ask 
me  about  my  outside  work  in  the  gay  community.' ' 
After  speaking  to  union  members  Bernie 
didn't  actually  make  a  point  of  telling  co-work- 
ers. "In  a  way  I  did  because  we  have  these  green 
aprons  on  which  I  pin  my  Dignity  button  and  my 
STOP  AIDS  button.  If  people  ask  what  the  but- 
tons mean  I  wouldn't  necessarily  tell  them  all  — 
that  Dignity  is  a  gay  group,  unless  they  were  curi- 
ous and  asked  me  more  about  it.  I  suppose  I  still 
have  these  fearful  feelings  hanging  on  like  anyone 
would.  Some  days  I'm  tired  and  I  don't  feel  like 
getting  into  it. 

"I'm  sure  all  of  my  supervisors  know  I'm  gay 
and  it  has  never  gotten  in  the  way.  There  was  one 
supervisor  who  knew  and  it  was  very  uncomfort- 
able, but  then  for  a  one-month  period  we  had  to 
work  together  quite  closely,  sort  of  cooperatively 
and  we  ended  up  becoming  quite  good  friends. 
I've  never  had  any  problems  with  any  of  them. 
They  generally  respect  me  because  I'm  a  good 
steward. 

"One  thing  I  have  to  remember  is  there's  over 
800  people  in  the  building  where  I  work  and  so  all 
kinds  of  people  work  there.  I've  read  bathroom 
walls  —  I  know  what  people  think  so  I  do  have  to 
be  somewhat  careful.  Among  my  immediate  co- 
workers I  try  to  be  as  open  as  I  can.  Its  a  constant 
process." 

At  the  very  least,  these  stories  reveal  that  when 
people  are  confronted  with  a  gay  or  lesbian  work- 
mate they  are  generally  willing  to  live  and  let  live. 
From  a  larger  perspective  (and  I  know  it's  been 
said  before)  taking  a  public  stance  can't  help  but 
have  positive  repercussions  for  all  of  us. 

Recently,  national  attention  has  again  been  di- 
rected our  way  in  human  rights  legislation.  Mi- 
chael, Maureen  and  Bernie's  co-workers  may  be 
listening  to  these  news  reports  with  a  slightly  al- 
tered perspective.  To  them,  we  are  no  longer  a 
strange  group  they  have  heard  about  second- 
hand. Instead,  we  are  sorting  mail  across  the  hall 
or  sipping  coffee  in  the  lunchroom.  If  they  felt 
hostile  towards  gay  and  lesbian  rights  before,  this 
has  likely  been  tempered  with  the  flesh-and- 
blood  presence  of  a  gay  employee.  It  is  easy  to 
brush  off  issues  promoted  by  strangers,  but  it's 
much  more  difficult  to  dismiss  the  concerns  of  a 
co-worker.* 


BYZANTINE  EYES 


I  glance  at  my  watch  —  9:30  —  my  briefcase  feels 
like  a  lead  weight.  After  such  a  long  day,  all  I'll  be 
able  to  do  is  grab  a  bite  to  eat,  take  a  shower  and 
relax,  then  collapse  into  bed. 

I  walk  to  the  edge  of  the  platform  and  stare  into 
the  distance.  Somehow  I  expect  this  will  make  a 
subway  train  appear  magically  out  of  the 
darkness. 

A  number  of  people  mill  about  the  station:  a 
few  office  workers  like  myself,  wearing  suits  and 
looking  miserable  in  the  heat;  tourists  carrying 
cameras  and  checking  maps;  students  joking 
around...  then  I  see  him.  He's  standing  apart 
from  all  the  others,  seemingly  cool  in  khaki  jeans 
and  a  white  cotton  shirt. 

I'm  interested  immediately.  I  walk  a  few  tenta- 
tive steps  closer  until  I  can  see  his  face  clearly.  He 
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"This  is  a  great  town,"  he  says  with  enthus- 
iasm as  he  moves  towards  me.  "I'd  like  to  know 
someone  here  —  that  would  make  my  trip  even 
more  special." 

He's  so  close  now  I  can  smell  the  wonderful 
mixture  of  coconut  oil  and  salt  on  his  skin  and 
hair.  His  gaze  is  steady  and  calm,  which  soothes 
me,  yet  jangles  my  nerves  at  the  same  time. 

The  platform  shakes.  The  Ashmont  train  pulls 
in. 

"Here  it  is,"  the  stranger  says. 

"I  take  another  line,"  I  blurt  out  without 
thinking.  "I  have  to  wait  for  the  Braintree  train." 

He  smiles  again  and  looks  at  me  closely.  "Too 
bad,"  he  says  softly. 

My  mind  races  as  the  cars  come  to  a  noisy  stop. 
I  picture  myself  boarding  with  him.  We  go  back 


XTRA! 


has  dark  eyes  and  a  long,  irregular  nose.  His  hair 
is  curly  and  black  as  coal.  His  skin  is  sunburned. 
He  resembles  the  portrait  in  mosaic  of  a  Byzan- 
tine saint  at  the  Art  Museum  which  always  fascin- 
ates me.  Like  the  portrait,  there  is  an  aura  of  mys- 
terious calm  about  the  stranger.  I  notice  how  self- 
assured  he  is.  He  stands  straight,  arms  relaxed  at 
his  sides. 

I  inch  towards  him  and  experience  the  usual 
nervous  attack  when  I  see  a  man  who  excites  me 
and  I  want  to  make  contact.  I  feel  my  stomach 
flutter.  My  eyes  want  to  look  away  and  my  glasses 
slip  down  my  nose.  I  force  myself  to  keep  staring. 
He  returns  my  gaze.  I  try  desperately  to  think  of  a 
halfway  intelligent  opening  line  that  will  break 
the  ice  and  get  a  conversation  going. 

"The  trains  are  slow  tonight,"  he  says. 

The  sound  of  the  stranger's  ordinary  Ameri- 
can voice  startles  me  —  after  comparing  him  to  a 
Byzantine  artwork  I  half  expected  him  to  speak  in 
an  ancient  tongue.  I'm  also  amazed  he  has  spok- 
en to  me  first.  Although  we're  probably  the  same 
age,  I  feel  old  and  tired  in  my  rumpled  suit.  I  try 
to  reply  but  the  words  are  caught  in  my  throat. 

"Are  you  just  getting  out  of  work?"  he  asks. 

I  grip  my  briefcase.  Get  a  hold  of  yourself.  Say 
Something! 

"I  stayed  late  to  finish  up  a  project,"  I  manage 
to  say  without  mumbling.  "You  have  a  nice  tan." 

"Thanks.  I'm  on  vacation."  The  stranger 
smiles.  He  has  beautiful  white  teeth.  He  places 
his  hands  on  his  hips.  I  can  see  shoulder  muscles 
flexing  beneath  the  soft  folds  of  his  white  shirt. 
My  heart  beats  faster. 

"I  was  at  the  beach  all  day,"  he  continues. 
"It's  the  first  time  I've  seen  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  I 
couldn't  believe  how  blue  it  is." 

"I'm  glad  we're  having  good  weather  while 
you're  here,"  I  say  lamely.  At  least  I'm  still  talking. 


to  where  he  is  staying. . .  I  undress  him  and  see  his 
tanned,  smooth  body...  I  feel  the  pleasure  of 
making  love  with  him...  afterwards  we'll  hold 
each  other  close  and  talk  quietly  into  the  night. 

The  stranger  steps  onto  the  train,  then  turns. 
His  black  eyes  penetrate  me. 

I  am  overwhelmed  with  panic.  A  shrill  voice  in- 
side me  begins  to  nag:  'You  can't  go  off  with  a  to- 
tal stranger,  what  if  he's  a  psycho,  what  if  he's  in- 
to kinky  sex,  what  if  you  get  a  disease?' 

I  begin  to  tremble.  My  suit  clings  to  me.  I  walk 
in  the  direction  of  the  train,  then  hesitate.  He 
stands  at  the  door,  arms  casually  at  his  side,  those 
intense  Byzantine  eyes  beckoning  me. 

I  take  a  deep  breath  and  step  towards  the  train. 
The  door  closes  abruptly  before  I  can  hurry  ac- 
ross the  threshold.  I  watch  helplessly  as  the  train 
pulls  out  of  the  station.  I  see  the  stranger,  still  by 
the  door.  He  leans  forward,  staring  at  me  through 
the  cracked  glass.  His  face  looks  jagged,  like 
pieces  of  a  mosaic  come  to  life. 

I  run  along  the  platform  to  keep  him  in  my 
sight.  The  desire  surging  within  me  feels  strong 
enough  to  stop  the  rapidly-moving  train.  The  ve- 
hicle rolls  on,  becoming  a  distant  blur  of  light 
gradually  fading  away.  I  know  I'll  never  forget  my 
last  image  of  him  ...dark  eyes  burning,  with  an 
expression  almost  of  hurt  on  his  sunburned  face. 

Cursing  myself  for  fucking  up  again,  1  hardly 
notice  the  Braintree  train  arrive.  I  board  it « ith  a 
long  sigh.  My  briefcase  feels  like  a  lead  weight. 
The  doors  close  and  the  train  rattles  out  of  the 
station.  I  stare  into  the  darkness  of  the  hot  sum- 
mer night. • 
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THEATRE 


Pounding  the  pavement  in 
search  of  understanding 

Play  about  pedophilia  challenges  us 
to  reclaim  our  own  sexual  experiences 


Pavement  written  and  directed  by  Hinderik  de 
Groot.  duMaurier  World  Theatre  Festival, 
Toronto. 

Christine  Bearchell  • 

The  star  of  Pavement  is  the  set,  designed  by 
Firma  Neilissen.  First  it  consumes  the  en- 
tire stage  as  a  massive  floating  table,  slowly  tilting 
to  a  surreal  angle  to  reveal  the  tormented  narra- 
tor/hero seated  at  the  far  edge.  He  is  writing  the 
first  of  several  letters  that  comprise  the  entire  ver- 
bal content  of  the  play.  The  letters,  written  from 
Amsterdam  in  the  summer  of  1965,  are  presented 
as  a  voice-over. 

Two  of  the  table's  legs  appear.  David  —  the 
object  of  the  narrator's  waning  obsession  — 
emerges  from  within  a  leg  and  crawls  up  the 


ing  the  pedophile's  feelings,  making  him  a  more 
sympathetic  character  than  he  might  otherwise 
be.  In  the  words  of  another  reviewer,  it  "touches 
the  audience  in  every  unexpected  spot,  opens  eyes 
where  there  were  none."  And  that  is  no  mere  feat 
of  stage  magic. 

Among  other  things,  it  is  a  violation  of  the  fed- 
eral government's  proposed  anti-porn  law,  which 
will  forbid  anyone  from  suggesting  that  sexual  re- 
lationships involving  anyone  under  the  age  of  18 
are  natural  or  are  not  necessarily  harmful. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  Pavement  produces  a 
flattering,  or  even  an  ordinary,  image  of  pedo- 
philia. While  revealing  only  the  perceptions  of 
the  older  partner  in  the  relationship,  the  play 
never  strays  from  the  stereotype  of  the  pedophile 
as  tortured  by  the  inevitable  aging  of  his  love.  It 
takes  the  "pity  this  poor  wretch,  don't  condemn 


Reclaiming  sexual  experience;  exploring  pedophilia  in  Pavement 


length  of  the  table,  under  the  linen,  transforming 
it  into  a  bed. 

The  bedding  is  later  sucked  into  a  crevice  in  the 
centre  of  the  front  edge  of  the  impossibly  tilted 
surface,  revealing  a  stretch  of  sidewalk.  The  crev- 
ice is  a  sewer  grate  in  the  curb  which  will  later, 
thanks  to  another  impossible  tilt,  grow  large 
enough  to  accommodate  a  flow  of  bodies 
through  it. 

Here  on  the  shifting  paving  stones  of  his  night- 
mare, the  narrator  recalls  another,  rural  waste- 
land where  he  and  young  David  first  came  togeth- 
er and  then  grew  apart.  Wildly,  he  indulges  his 
anguish  at  falling  out  of  love.  The  paving  stones 
themselves  heave  and  breathe,  occasionally  yield- 
ing up  an  object  or  a  character. 

The  art  of  illusion  is  employed  —  at  times  rath- 
er clumsily  —  to  distract  us  from  a  simple  but,  to 
many,  startling  idea:  that  young  people  can  and 
do  engage  in  consenting  sexual  relationships, 
sometimes  even  with  adults.  This  play  conjures 
up  a  convincing  mixture  of  potent  emotions  while 
taking  for  granted  the  possibility  of  mutual  man- 
boy  relationships.  It  has  the  effect  of  universaliz- 


him"  approach  that  has  been  used  to  disempow- 
er  minorities  of  many  sorts  throughout  the  ages. 

But  realistic  or  not,  the  play  challenges  us  to 
reclaim  our  own  sexual  experiences.  Another 
member  of  the  audience  told  me  about  a  conver- 
sation with  someone  on  his  way  to  the  play:  a 
man  who  had  been  in  a  relationship  with  his  fa- 
ther's best  friend  since  he  was  eight  years  old.  I 
yearned  to  know  more.  The  impact  of  the  play's 
content  pales  beside  the  effect  of  its  very  exis- 
tence. No  wonder  the  likes  of  John  Crosbie  want 
to  pass  laws  forbidding  freedom  of  expression. 

The  actors  —  the  narrator,  David  as  a  young 
man,  and  David  as  a  child  —  use  the  crazy  tilts  of 
the  stage  with  skill  and  grace,  and  are  at  all  times 
convincing  in  their  silent  portrayal  of  the  life  and 
death  of  a  loving  relationship.* 
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Energetic,  outgoing 
person  wanted  to  work  in 
our  advertising  sales 
department  on  a 
commission  basis. 
Previous  sales  experience 
would  be  an  asset,  but 
enthusiasm  is  an 
acceptable  substitute.  The 
position  would  entail 
mainly  field  work,  making 
sales  calls  on  prospective 
advertisers. 


For  more  information 

and  to  schedule 

an  interview, 

please  call  Brian  Flint 

at  (4 1 6)  364  6320 
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LIVES 


Luminous  prose  evokes 
details  of  a  life  long  gone 

Writer  Denton  Welch  may  have  been  arrogant 

andoverrefinedbuthis  meticulous  observations 

are  always  accurate 


The  Stories  of  Demon  Welch  edited  by  Robert 
Phillips.  Fitzhenryand  Whiteside,  Ltd  (Toronto), 
1986.  $24.95. 

David  Watmough  • 

One  of  the  most  frustrating  problems  for  a 
gay  author  such  as  myself,  writing  from 
the  vantage  point  of  his  middle  age  to  an  audience 
belonging  to  the  waning  years  of  this  century,  is 
the  difficulties  encountered  in  invoking  an  earlier 
epoch.  Put  bluntly,  we  live  at  a  time  when  the  his- 
torical sense  is  acutely  anaemic  and,  within  sub- 
stantial sectors  of  the  gay  milieu,  a  distinct  hostil- 
ity prevails  towards  our  homosexual  yesterdays. 
I  have  never  seen  this  couched  more  plainly 
than  in  a  letter  I  recently  received  from  an  Ameri- 
can gay  publisher  to  whom  I  had  submitted  a 
novel  about  a  gay  man  in  the  1950s  who  is  covert 
about  his  sexual  orientation.  The  letter  states 


baldly:  "Today  the  gay  community  does  not  like 
this  attitude,  even  in  an  historical  sense."  I  could 
have  reacted  with  a  'tant  pis'  but  in  doing  so  I 
would  have  been  failing  to  recognize  that  this 
woman  publisher  was  only  telling  the  truth.  The 
gay  community,  especially  in  North  America, 
particularly  post-Stonewall,  frequently  grows 
restless  with  the  mores  of  those  whose  sensibili- 
ties were  contoured  in  a  more  hostile  (if  less  hypo- 
critical) world  than  we  currentiy  enjoy. 

All  this  by  way  of  preamble  to  some  critical  re- 
flections on  the  Anglo-American  gay  writer,  Den- 
ton Welch,  who  died  in  1948  aged  33,  and  whose 
collected  stories,  journals  and  biography  have  all 
been  freshly  published  over  the  past  two  years. 
Denton  Welch  was  an  extraordinarily  honest 
writer,  courageous  in  many  respects,  too.  But  if 
his  work  is  solely  perceived  through  the  myopic 
vision  of  those  who  can  only  huddle  in  the  pres- 
ent, then  these  qualities  will  remain  dormant  and 


Denton  Welch:  "A  rather  prissy,  rather  arrogant  aesthete"— and  extraordinarily  honest. 


reading  him  will  prove  a  total  waste  of  time  if  not 
an  arid  exercise  in  irritation. 

For  the  rest  of  us,  though,  it  is  my  contention 
that  in  this  odd,  fey,  rather  campy,  invalid  author 
we  have  a  true  luminary  of  the  gay  firmament. 
Someone  of  whom  we  can  be  proud,  a  writer 
who,  while  embracing  a  whole  gamut  of  invert 
charactertistics,  is  also  able  to  touch  a  true  cath- 
olicity in  the  literary  art. 

I  am  aware  that  these  are  bold  claims  and  that 
there  always  lurks  for  us  of  the  minorities  the 
danger  of  overpraising  our  own.  I  am  also  highly 
cognizant  of  the  fact  that  I  am  alluding  to  a  fel- 
low-author whose  work  I  have  enthusiastically 
embraced  for  34  years  with  buoyant  subjectivity! 
I  will  therefore  lay  yet  more  personal  cards  on  the 
table  and  still  hope  to  persuade  the  sceptical  that 
in  Denton  Welch  we  have  a  gay  writer  for  all  sea- 
sons. 

I  am  a  believer  in  talismans  and  it  was  not  lost 
on  me  when  I  first  picked  up  the  truncated  version 
of  The  Journals  (bowdlerized  by  a  "Nervous 
Nellie"  closet  case  named  Jocelyn  Brooke  in 
1952)  that  we  shared  the  same  initials.  I  read  that 
volume  as  I  sat  entranced  in  my  deckchair  on 
board  the  S.S.  Liberie,  crossing  the  Atlantic  for 
the  first  time  and  rendered  impervious  by  the 
power  of  the  pen  to  such  competing  attractions  as 
giant  green  waves,  comely  fellow  passengers,  and 
finally  the  Statue  of  Liberty.  I  fed  hungrily  on  ev- 
ery word,  even  though  some  of  his  appetites  and 
enthusiasms  were  quite  alien  to  my  own.  In  the 
lingo  of  the  time  Denton  would  have  been  de- 
scribed as '  'a  bitch,' '  "into  rough  trade' '  and  "an 
interior  decorator  queen,"  whereas  my  worst  en- 
emy has  never  associated  me  with  the  refinements 
of  domestic  decoration. 

All  the  same,  I  fell  in  love  with  this  rather  prissy 
young  writer  who  also  painted  and  drew  with  dis- 
tinction. In  spite  of  myself  I  was  drawn  to  this 
rather  arrogant  aesthete  who  spent  so  much  time 
in  bed  and  when  he  was  free  of  pain,  played  with 
his  eighteenth  century  doll-house  and  fondled  the 
monstrance,  pocket  watch,  and  other  antique 
trinkets  which  he  found  in  the  antique  shops  he  so 
relentlessly  patronized. 

What  drew  me  so  irrevocably  towards  his  writ- 
erly  self  and  which  acted  as  an  immediate  ano- 
dyne to  my  incipient  unrest  with  his  mmiscule 
tastes  and  over-refinements,  was  his  unblinking 
candour  and  trenchant  asseveration  of  those 
small  details  possessing  cosmic  implications.  In 
fact  he  taught  me  that  there  are  more  of  those 
around  than  one  might  think. 

Sometimes  he  invoked  a  cosy  image,  some- 
times a  domestic  analogy,  but  Denton  Welch 
rarely  got  it  wrong;  rarely  struck  a  false  meta- 
phorical note.  When  he  spoke  of  wartime  British 
'blended'  chocolate,  a  brand  of  biscuit  or  insisted 
on  providing  every  dish  in  a  Hindu  luncheon,  it 
was  the  better  to  evoke  selfishness  or  greed.  Den- 
ton provides  lots  of  details  in  his  stories  and  in  his 
journal  entries,  but  they  are  never  profligate  or 
prolix  and  invariably  put  to  work  to  serve  a  spe- 
cific literary  purpose. 

But  we  are  speaking  of  a  writer  who  is  so  much 
more  than  just  the  sum  of  his  verbal  parts.  His 
stories  —  or  most  of  them  —  carry  the  great  hu- 
man emotions  and  truths  in  the  plain  cloth  of  ev- 
eryday. The  concluding  tale  in  The  Collected 
Stories,  "Brave  and  Cruel,"  is  a  story  about  a 
pathological  liar  and,  as  his  journal  entries  at- 
test, is  taken  from  life.  But  there  is  a  compassion 
in  the  fiction  which  burns  in  the  memory  and 
which  lifts  the  work  from  anecdote  to  art.  We  may 
laugh  at  the  charlatan  of  a  protagonist  and  at  the 
pretensions  of  those  who  use  his  lies  for  their  own 
purposes,  until  his  falsehoods  degenerate  into 
embarrassments  and  irritations  for  them.  But  the 
larger  vision  is  never  sacrificed  and  even  the  bleak 


selfishness  of  the  narrator  who  only  wants  to  be 
rid  of  this  meretricious,  lower-class  character 
who  bullies  him  and  corrodes  his  privacy,  is  su- 
perbly etched. 

Other  stories  (as  with  the  novels  which  for  the 
most  part  read  like  elaborations  of  his  shorter  fic- 

ln  this  odd,  fey,  rather 
campy,  invalid  author 
we  have  a  true 
luminary  of  the  gay 
firmament.  Someone 
of  whom  we  can 
be  proud... 


tions)  mine  the  lode  of  childhood  and  adoles- 
cence for  their  evocative  purpose  and  here  again 
his  genius  for  meticulous  observation  is  subsum- 
ed into  artistic  vision. 

Nowhere  is  this  more  effectively  rendered  than 
in  the  tales  which  draw  upon  Denton's  mother  — 
a  beautiful  New  England  Christian  Scientist, 
who  is  doomed  to  die  young  and  whom  her  gay 
son  adores.  These  are  far  from  jolly  renditions  of 
mother-son  relationships  and  I  confess  to 
Welch's  power  in  such  stories  to  exploit  my  vul- 
nerability and  mist  my  eyes .  "At  Sea' '  is  a  searing 
sampler  of  that  devastating  power. 

If  the  newly  unexpurgated  Journals  edited  by 
Michael  De-la-Noy  (Allison  and  Busby  Ltd, 
London,  1984)  demonstrate  the  element  of  clay 
that  goes  into  more  than  just  the  mere  feet  of  an 
artist  of  Denton  Welch's  calibre,  then  the  biogra- 
phy, also  by  De-la-Noy  (Penguin  Books,  Canada 
Ltd,  1984),  provides  a  platform  of  understanding 
and  a  rationale  for  forgiveness.  This  is  not  the 
case  with  the  introduction  to  the  American  edi- 
tion of  The  Collected  Stories,  whose  editor, 
Robert  Phillips,  makes  too  much  of  Denton's 
class  consciousness  and  snobbery.  Welch's  biog- 
rapher, by  contrast,  probes  and  prods  behind 
such  attitudes  to  reveal  the  wellsprings  of  creative 
motivation.  From  him  we  learn  of  the  sore  legacy 
of  that  bicycle  accident  in  1935  which  left  a  heri- 
tage of  not  just  pain  and  invalidism  for  the  re- 
maining 13  years  but  of  the  inability  to  have  an 
erection,  and  thus  sexual  climax,  for  the  rest  of 
his  comparatively  young  life. 

Reclusive,  bitchy,  narcissistic  he  may  well  have 
been,  but  in  the  era  of  AIDS  we  can  surely  accept 
with  compassion  such  black  fruits  of  fate  and 
comprehend  just  how  much  more  tortured  and 
sour  his  literary  expression  could  so  easily  have 
been. 

And  in  terms  of  sheer  guts,  let's  not  forget 
that,  as  the  journals  and  biography  so  graphical- 
ly demonstrate,  he  went  on  writing  when  the  pain 
was  immense  and  crippling.  Homosexual  he- 
roes? They  don't  always  come  in  quite  the  guise 
we  expect.  For  such  as  myself,  and  I  hope  for  sub- 
sequent generations,  the  man  that  Edith  Sitwell 

—  who,  ironically,  first  gave  him  his  artistic  break 

—  once  superciliously  referred  to  in  my  presence 
as  "Dear,  dead  Denton"  will  prove  to  be  a  pri- 
mary inspiration.* 
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SEXUALITY 


James  Saslow  charts  Ganymede 's  course  from  exquisite  ephebe  to  squalling  babe 


Mythic  rise 


Ganymede  in  the  Renaissance:  Homosexuality  in 
Art  and  Society,  by  James  M  Saslow.  Yale  Univer- 
sity Press,  1986.  $30.00  US. 

Michael  Schwarz* 

Historians  have  interpreted  homosexuality 
in  a  variety  of  ways;  the  point,  however,  is 
to  describe  how  it  has  changed  over  time.  In 
Ganymede  in  the  Renaissance:  Homosexuality  in 
Art  and  Society,  James  Saslow  does  exactly  that: 
he  describes  an  aspect  of  same-sex  eroticism  over 
a  period  of  several  centuries,  interprets  changes  in 
attitudes  toward  it,  and  ties  it  all  together  into  a 
social  and  political  whole.  It  is  a  major  contribu- 
tion to  the  history  of  homosexuality. 

Using  art  history,  iconography  and  social  history 
as  his  tools,  Saslow  charts  the  changing  fortunes  of 
male  homosexuality  in  Renaissance  art  and  society. 
And  he  does  so  in  an  interesting  and  innovative  way. 
Taking  the  representation  of  a  popular  classical 
theme  as  a  lens  for  viewing  society,  Saslow  uncovers 
a  wide  range  of  previously  unknown  facts,  incidents 
and  anecdotes. 

That  theme  is,  of  course,  the  Rape  of  Ganymede. 
As  recounted  by  Virgil  and  Ovid,  the  story  goes 
something  like  this:  Ganymede  is  the  most  beautiful 
boy  in  the  world,  so  beautiful  that  he  attracts  the  eye 
of  the  gods.  Zeus  is  so  smitten  that  he  flies  down  in 
the  form  of  an  eagle  and  snatches  the  boy  from  the 
earth,  taking  him  back  to  Olympus  to  serve  as  an 
eternally  gorgeous  cup-bearer. 

Ganymede  has  been  used  ever  since  as  a  way  of 
representing  male-male  attraction  in  the  visual  arts 
and  in  literature.  As  early  as  the  second  century,  the 
myth  was  being  invoked  as  a  defence  of  the  heaven- 
ly nature  of  homosexual  passion.  And,  as  Saslow 
shows, '  'the  very  word  Ganymede  was  used ...  well 
into  the  seventeenth  century  to  mean  an  object  of 
homosexual  desire." 

But  there  was  another  side  to  the  story.  During 
the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries,  the  myth 
was  rarely  represented  in  its  full  (homo)sexual 
dimension.  Instead,  the  Christian  "allegorical" 
side  of  the  myth  was  stressed:  Ganymede  was  "a 
symbol  of  the  human  soul  uplifted  by  the  rapture 
of  divine  love."  Or,  following  Xenophon,  he  repre- 
sented "the  ascent  of  pure,  questing  soul  toward  the 
knowledge  of  the  divine." 

During  the  Renaissance,  however,  the  emphasis 
shifted  again.  The  story  Saslow  tells  is  that  of  the  re- 
eroticization  of  Ganymede  during  that  period,  and 
of  his  consequent  suppression  during  the  Reforma- 
tion and  Counter-Reformation.  "His  trajectory," 
writes  Saslow,  "rising  from  the  enthusiastic  recov- 
ery and  adaptation  of  antique  models  in  the  Quat- 
trocento and  the  early  Cinquecento,  reached  its 
apogee  between  1530  and  1550."  "The  decline  of 
Ganymede,  both  in  frequency  of  portrayal  and  in 
the  level  of  idealization  and  dignity  accorded  him, 
began  just  after  the  Council  of  Trent  (1545-1563) 
curtailed  the  use  of  pagan  themes  and  codified  a 
program  of  artistic  and  social  reform  that  stressed 
moral  didacticism  and  condemned  nudity  and 
lasciviousness." 

This  pattern  is  laid  out  in  great  detail.  AJberti, 
in  1453,  wrote  that  Ganymede  should  be  idealized 


The  Rape  of  Ganymede: 


'a  symbol  of  the  human  soul  uplifted  by  the  rapture  of  divine  love ' '?  or  a  heavenly  pick-up? 


with  "a  smooth  brow  and  soft,  beautiful  thighs." 
And  Saslow  includes  copious  illustrations  of  works 
of  art  that  follow  Alberti's  recommendations 
exactly. 

By  the  late  seventeenth  century,  however,  Gany- 
mede was  increasingly  portrayed  as  unwillingly  ab- 
ducted. In  Rembrandt's  The  Rape  of  Ganymede 
and  in  numerous  other  works  of  seventeenth- 
century  art,  the  "exquisite  ephebe  of  classical  tradi- 
tion" was  reduced  to  "a  crying,  incontinent  baby 
who  appears  vigorously  to  protest  his  abduction.' ' 

No  longer  seductive,  no  longer  lascivious,  Gany- 
mede was  robbed  of  his  desire —just  as  homosex- 
uality was  robbed,  Saslow  argues,  of  its  legitimacy 
during  the  Reformation. 

Discussing  the  representations  of  the  myth  by 
such  artists  as  Michelangelo,  Corregjo  and  Cellini, 
Saslow  paints  a  canvas  rich  in  details  of  the  sexual- 
ity of  fifteenth-  to  seventeenth-century  high  culture. 
Indeed,  Saslow  is  one  of  the  few  scholars  attempt- 
ing to  deal  with  the  intellectual  and  sexual  culture 
of  European  society.  So  if  you're  gay  and  you  love 
Renaissance  art,  this  book  is  a  must. 

But  although  Ganymede  in  the  Renaissance 
provides  a  lens  on  homosexuality  in  European  so- 
ciety, it  is  a  lens  that,  like  any  other,  has  limits  to  its 
field  of  vision.  There  is  no  question  that  attitudes 
toward  homosexuality  in  art  and  society  changed 


dramatically  during  the  Renaissance.  But  the  ques- 
tion remains:  whose  attitudes,  and  why  did  they 
change? 

In  this  sense,  Saslow  does  not  sufficiently  bring 
his  subject  down  from  the  world  of  high  culture  and 
into  the  realm  of  culture  in  the  broader,  social  sense 
of  the  word.  This  is  not  to  argue  that  the  study  of 
Renaissance  high  culture  is  irrelevant  to  investiga- 
tions of  early  modern  society  —  it  certainly  is  rele- 
vant —  but  it  is  to  say  that  the  relationship  between 
the  two  must  be  articulated  and  clarified. 

I ,  for  one,  would  have  liked  to  know  more  about 
the  persecution  and  burning  of  sodomites  during 
the  period.  Guido  Ruggiero's  The  Boundaries  of 
Eros  describes  increasing  intolerance  to  "sodo- 
mitical  acts"  during  the  Italian  Renaissance  of  the 
fifteenth  century.  What  did  representations  of 
homosexuality  in  art  have  to  do  with  declining 
social  tolerance? 

Saslow  also  has  a  tendency  to  use  such  terms  as 
"homosexual,"  "bisexual"  and  "androgynous" 
in  ways  which,  in  my  opinion,  lack  historical  depth. 
Despite  his  disclaimer  that  "in  practice,  during  this 
period  the  distinction  between  bisexual  and  homo- 
sexual, like  that  between  hermaphrodite  and 
homosexual,  seems  not  to  have  been  rigidly 
drawn,"  Saslow  nonetheless  insists  on  discussing 
the  effects  of  Michelangelo's  personal  desires  on  his 


representations  of  Ganymede.  Normally,  this 
would  be  fine.  But  when  discussing  Corregio, 
whose  literary  remains  "offer  no  suggestion  of 
homosexual  interests,"  Saslow's  analysis  "does  not 
involve  the  artist's  personality."  And  one  cannot, 
I  think,  have  it  both  ways. 

His  discussion  of  gender  roles  and  sexual  inap- 
propriateness  seem  similarly  anachronistic.  Sas- 
low seems  to  view  "normal"  male  and  female  be- 
haviour as  socially  defined — but  one  searched  in 
vain  for  a  description  of  how  attitudes  toward  gen- 
der behaviour  changed  during  the  periods  under 
discussion. 

These  problems,  however,  are  far  from  over- 
whelming. Saslow,  a  former  editor  of  The  Advo- 
cate and  a  member  of  the  Art  History  faculty  at 
Columbia  University,  has  written  a  rich  and  beau- 
tifully detailed  history  of  the  myth  of  Ganymede. 
Lavishly  produced  and  illustrated,  it  is  replete  with 
amusing  and  distressing  anecdotes  about  Renais- 
sance sexuality  —  and  it  provides  a  new  and  much- 
needed  perspective  on  the  history  of  Western 
homosexuality.  • 

Michael Schwarz  has  fled Princeton  graduate work for 
thesummer,  and  is  workinginNew  York  as  a  secretary. 
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FICTION 


Cardboard  clowns  in  an 
allegorical  circus 

Doris  Lessing's  book  is  a  "perfect piece  of  punk  art,  a 
screamingly  offensive  blast  of  frustration  and  rage. ' ' 


The  Good  Terrorist  by  Doris  Lessing.  Jonathan 
Cape,  Ltd,  1985.  $21.95. 

Michele  Belling  • 

A  solid  slab  of  Doris  Lessing's  funkiest  real- 
ism, The  Good  Terrorist  is  an  ill-tem- 
pered, nauseatingly  nightmarish  novel  with  the 
politics  of  Monty  Python.  Yet,  despite  its  icono- 
clasm  it  does  raise  several  worthwhile  questions 
concerning  social  revolution. 

The  heroine,  36-year-old  Alice  Mellings,  lives 
on  welfare  and  her  parents'  money  and  resides  in 
squats  or  with  her  divorced,  once  liberal,  middle- 
class  mother.  When  the  book  opens,  she  and  her 
gay  companion  Jasper  move  into  a  squat  recently 
acquired  by  members  of  a  newly  invented  politi- 
cal party,  the  Communist  Centre  Union  (CCU). 

While  Alice  and  another  comrade  renovate  the 
old  house,  the  other  six  attend  demonstrations 
and  argue  over  the  priorities  of  their  barely  for- 
mulated political  agenda.  The  squat  next  door, 
loosely  affiliated  with  the  CCU,  houses  a  KGB 
agent  whose  recruiting  attempts  drive  the  house 
apart;  two  women  drift  to  Alice's  commune.  One 
of  them,  Jocelin,  has  a  talent  for  constructing 
homemade  bombs  and  soon  leads  the  house  on 
its  first  concerted  terrorist  effort,  exploding  a 
stolen  car  outside  a  ritzy  hotel  restaurant  during 

...  everyone  in  this 
novel  is  a  jerk.  The 
creation  of  jerks  — 
savage  caricatures  of 
the  author's  pet 
peeves  —  is  one  of 
Lessing's  minor 
specialties. 

lunch  hour.  A  comrade  dies  in  the  action  and  the 
others  agree  to  disappear,  leaving  Alice  alone  (in 
the  now  comfortable  house),  friendless,  and  fi- 
nally free  of  her  chaste  15-year  partnership  with 
Jasper. 

Besides  Jasper,  the  commune  includes  two  les- 
bians, lovers  Roberta  and  Faye.  Faye  is  a  suicidal 
schizophrenic,  Roberta  her  surrogate  mother. 
Super-bitch  Jasper  is  not  above  resorting  to  light 
violence  whenever  he  feels  like  soaking  his  surro- 
gate mom  Alice  for  money.  All  three  are  alienated 
from  the  gay  community,  though  Roberta  and 
Faye  still  visit  the  lesbian  commune  they've  been 
kicked  out  of  and  Jasper  goes  on  occasional 
cruising  jags.  Roberta,  at  least,  has  some  likeable 
qualities.  It's  difficult  to  tell  if  these  portraits  are 
based  entirely  on  homophobia,  so  filtered  are 
they  through  Alice's  woefully  uninformed  view- 
point, but  also  because  everyone  in  this  novel  is  a 
jerk.  The  creation  of  jerks  —  savage  caricatures 
of  the  author's  pet  peeves  —  is  one  of  Lessing's 
minor  specialties;  she  seems  to  have  given  it  free 
rein  here.  Everyone  but  Alice  is  deliberately  un- 
derdrawn, cardboard  clowns  in  an  allegorical  cir- 
cus of  misguided  Marxists.  That  her  targets  in- 


clude us  and  blacks  (a  sadly  stereotyped  young 
black  man  named  Jim  —  shades  of  Huck  Finn?) 
may  simply  indicate  the  author  was  trying  for  a 
Ship  of  Fools  effect,  but  I  still  wish  Doris  Lessing 
was  a  lesbian. 

It  is  clear  Lessing  doesn't  like  terrorism.  The  ti- 
de is  ironic;  it  could  just  as  well  be  "The  Bad 
Communard."  The  book  demonstrates  their  in- 
compatibilities, best  summed  up  as  the  differ- 
ence between  anarchy  (or  bomb-throwing  chaos) 
and  anarchism  (self-motivated  cooperative  self- 
sufficiency  or  social  ecology).  Tactically,  the  for- 
mer tries  to  destroy  existing  structures,  often  sac- 
rificing the  present  quality  of  life,  in  order  to  clear 
the  way  for  a  post-revolutionary  future.  The  latter 
group,  however,  tries  for  a  quality,  post-scarcity 
life  now,  thus  creating  an  alternative  reality  or  so- 
cial network  that  will  render  the  existing  struc- 
tures obsolete  by  sapping  their  necessity.  (People 
like  Faye,  for  example,  would  not  be  expelled 
from  their  lesbian  communes  or  abandoned  to 
the  insane  asylums,  but  passed  through  a  net- 
work of  sympathetic  communes  until  she  found 
one  with  the  resident  expertise  to  heal  her.) 

In  a  wonderland  of  hands-on  detail,  Alice  ren- 
ovates —  shoveling  garbage  out  of  the  yard,  fin- 
agling electricity  from  bureaucrats,  drilling  ce- 
ment out  of  the  toilet,  painting  rooms  —  with 
considerable  skill  and  no  fanfare  except  the 
sneers  of  her  housemates  for  whom  tactical  ab- 
stractions are  more  important  than  flush  toilets. 
When  Alice  and  Jim  remove  the  buckets  used  by 
the  squatters  in  lieu  of  a  toilet  and  dump  the  con- 
tents in  a  backyard  pit,  Jim  speculates  on  the  vol- 
atility of  sewer  gas,  groping  toward  yet  not  quite 
reaching  a  solution  to  some  of  the  household's 
power  needs,  a  methane  converter.  Meanwhile 
the  backyard  they're  despoiling  is  large  enough  to 
provide  vegetables  for  the  commune's  table,  an 
idea  unmentioned  but  subtly  refracted  through 
descriptive  lingering  on  a  neighbor's  flower  beds 
and  Alice's  vegetarianism.  These  are  core  consid- 
erations in  social  ecology,  as  potentially  explo- 
sive politically  as  the  war  toys  in  Jocelin's  anar- 
chist cookbook. 

But  Alice's  comrades  label  her  concerns  with 
health  and  hearth  bourgeois  tenancies,  an  atti- 
tude that  conveniently  exempts  them  from  doing 
any  chores.  As  though  inventing  a  political  party 
doesn't  fill  an  equally  bourgeois  need  for  creden- 
tials. Because  of  their  political  self-definition  as 
expendable  troops  in  a  revolutionary  army,  the 
comrades  maintain  a  code  of  secrecy  around 
their  activities,  keeping  so  hush-hush  that  it  takes 
a  few  weeks  before  Alice  learns  there  are  sympa- 
thizers in  the  house  next  door  and  Jasper  is  in 
contact  with  them.  The  political  resume,  more- 
over, creates  rifts  in  the  household  by  reducing 
some  people  to  uninvolved  roommates  while  the 
real  party  members  take  a  meeting  in  the  kitchen. 
Indeed,  the  level  of  communication  among  the 
communards  exemplifies  bourgeois  alienation, 
of  which  the  crowning  glory  is  the  secret  agent 
fantasy  (The  Man  Nobody  Knows),  here  repre- 
sented by  the  KGB. 

Repression  of  course  allows  plenty  of  room  for 
manipulation  and  Jasper,  for  one,  gets  maximum 


emotional  mileage  out  of  the  possibilities,  mak- 
ing Alice  suffer  eloquently  with  his  sneakiness. 
Not  surprising  behaviour  in  a  fellow  whose  ap- 
proach to  the  gay  community  is  stricdy  pre- 
Stonewall  twilight  world.  The  contrast  occurs 
when  Faye  attempts  suicide  and  Alice,  for  all  her 
bigotry,  decides  to  doctor  Faye  back  to  life  her- 
self, rather  than  send  her  to  the  hospital  where 
she  would  no  doubt  be  locked  up  forever.  Her  re- 
fusal to  call  the  cops  illustrates  a  first  principle  of 
social  ecology:  taking  responsibility  not  only  for 
oneself  but  for  everyone  else,  at  least  in  your  com- 
munity. 

Lessing  plays  with  another,  more  distinctly 
feminist  (and  gay)  problem  by  making  her  hard- 
working protagonist  a  woman,  the  gender  least 
often  seen  laying  pipe  in  fiction.  Where  is  the 
money  to  fix  the  house  coming  from?  is  the  ques- 

i've  often  wondered  if 
some  of  the  radical 
disdain  for  back-to- 
the-land  communalism 
as  "soft"  politics  is 
because  of  its 
association  with 
women's  work 

tion  asked  by  Alice's  housemates,  all  profession- 
al welfare  collectors  who  spend  their  cash  on  fast 
food  and  public  baths.  It  comes  from  Alice,  who 
gives  most  of  it  to  her  assistant  Philip,  a  strug- 
gling carpenter  who  insists  on  payment  for  his 
toil.  No  one  in  the  house  pays  Alice  for  her  la- 
bour or  for  cooking  soup  and  mopping  up.  Es- 
sentially she  fills  the  roll  of  both  provider  and 
nourisher,  or  husband  and  wife.  The  question  of 
whether  housekeeping  is  a  legitimate  job  has  been 
a  feminist  issue  in  the  Eighties.  The  average 
straight  woman  pays  off  her  debt,  as  it  were,  to 
her  husband  by  bearing  children,  but  isn't  taking 
care  of  a  houseful  of  adults  as  good  as  having 
kids?  Not  even  poor  Alice  seems  to  think  so. 
When  she  is  finally  alone  at  the  end  of  the  story, 
her  only  impulse  is  to  abandon  the  house  which 
by  squatter's  rights  is  hers.  I've  often  wondered  if 
some  of  the  radical  disdain  for  back-to-land  com- 
munalism as  "soft"  politics  is  because  of  its  as- 
sociation with  women's  work.  But  people  who 
seem  to  have  no  vocation  because  their  vocation 
hasn't  been  invented,  or  at  least  validated  yet,  is  a 
theme  left  over  from  Lessing's  1968  novel  The 
Four-Gated  City. 

Actually,  most  of  these  problems  and  their  al- 
ternative solutions  were  covered  in  the  second 
half  of  that  novel;  The  Good  Terrorist  merely 
tightens  and  updates  the  focus.  The  book's  cyni- 
cism is  therefore  understandable.  In  a  sense  Les- 
sing has  created  a  perfect  piece  of  punk  art,  a 
screamingly  offensive  blast  of  frustration  and 
rage  by  an  author  who  has  seen  her  major  work 
and  prophecy'  go  largely  unheeded  in  the  real 
world.  Take  this  book  with  a  big  dose  of  Vitamin 
B  to  calm  your  nerves.* 
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Alright,  alright,  already . .  .I'm  back.  I'm  still  in 
love,  as  TBP  has  informed  its  entire  readership, 
but  I  decided  that  a  romantic  flight  from  reality 
that  lasts  six  months  has  got  to  land  someday. 
Since  I  left  the  pages  of  TBP  I  also  left  graduate 
school  after  two  terms,  ended  an  eight-year  rela- 
tionship, moved  three  times,  and  fell  in  love  with  a 
wonderful  green  ana  blue-eyed  woman  who  high- 
ly resembles  Rita  Mae  Brown  and  wishes  to  be  in- 
troduced simply  as  "Micki." 

Actually,  this  column  might  never  have  made  it 
into  print  if  I  hadn't  dumped  mushroom  sooguy 
sauce  all  over  the  books.  You  see,  I  was  carrying 
the  leftovers  in  my  gym  bag  with  the  books  and 
well ...  I'm  sure  you  get  the  picture.  I  decided  that 
since  this  misfortune  pretty  well  summed  up  the 
way  I've  been  living,  it  was  time  to  peel  the  books 
open  and  get  my  life  (or  at  least  this  column)  back 
in  order.  With  such  practicality  in  mind,  let's 
forego  the  poetry  and  fiction  this  month  and  deal 
with  some  hardcore  lesbian  how-to  literature. 

Lesbian  Etiquette,  a  collection  of  supposedly 
humorous  essays  by  Gail  Sausser  is  a  good  idea 
that  unfortunately  falls  short  of  its  possibilities. 
Not  to  deny  that  the  situations  Sausser  deals  with 
—  the  gyno  exam,  passing  at  the  office,  and  a 


sheds  an  amusing  light  on  typical  lesbian  situa- 
tions (???),  but  the  author's  constant  attempt  to 
be  funny  undercuts  much  of  the  actual  humour. 

At  first  I  though  Red  Beans  and  Rice  by  Bode 
Noonan  was  a  bonafide  cookbook  and,  being  a 
bit  of  a  gourmet,  I  was  full  of  expectations.  While 
it  turns  out  it  isn't  really  a  cookbook,  it  is  very 
nourishing.  Red  Beans  and  Rice  is  a  wonderful 
work  of  lesbian  politics  and  philosophy  disguised 
as  a  discussion  of  particular  foods.  There  is 
something  homey  and  comforting  about  this 
book  that  makes  the  reader  want  to  put  up  toma- 
toes for  the  winter  or  grow  a  garden.  In  a  warm 
and  loving  way  Noonan  ties  together  the  way  in 
which  we  often  associate  certain  foods  with  wo- 
men we  have  loved,  such  as  grandmothers  and 
aunts.  The  actual  recipes  themselves  are  good; 
try  the  french  b<ead  and  spinach  thing,  it's  great. 
But,  most  important  are  the  wonderful  stories 
surrounding  Noonan's  acquaintance  with  each 
food.  Red  Beans  and  Rice  is  an  appetizing  read 
that's  food  for  the  body,  mind  and  soul. 

Words  in  Our  Pocket:  The  Handbook  of  the 
Feminist  Writer's  Guild,  edited  by  Celeste  West, 
is  finally  out  after  a  number  of  years  in  prepara-  • 
tion.  It's  well  worth  the  wait.  This  thick  collection 
of  articles  covers  everything  from  query  letters  to 
contracts,  setting  up  an  office  to  self-promotion 
and  a  variety  of  other  topics  of  interest  to  feminists 
who  wish  to  succeed  as  professional  writers  and 
still  maintain  their  integrity.  Most  of  the  articles 
are  slightly  confessional  giving  the  book  a  neigh- 
bourly, networking  tone.  This  is  information  and 
resources  no  serious  woman  writer  can  do  with- 
out, information  on  every  aspect  of  publishing 
and  even  lighter  areas  such  as  how  to  keep  the 
housework  from  interfering  with  creativity. 
Much  recommended,  Words  in  Our  Pocket  will 


Celeste  West:  Everything  a  feminist  writer  needs  to  know  from  the  founder  of  Bootlegger  Press. 


speedy  decorating  job  on  the  spare  bedroom 
when  your  lover's  parents  drop  around  for  an  un- 
expected two  week  visit  —  are  both  funny  and 
highly  indentifiable,  it's  just  that  the  presentation 
is  too  flat.  Still,  some  of  the  material  has  its  ap- 
peal. I  too  have  been  a  lesbian  housewife,  the  po- 
sition from  which  the  author  views  life  at  present, 
and  I  too  know  how  loathed  the  species  is.  Most 
of  us  have  spent  enough  time  in  collective  house- 
holds to  have  a  passing  familiarity  with  "Felix" 
the  shower  mold.  Still,  much  of  the  humour  is 
spoiled  by  this  kind  of  unnecessary  "cuteness." 
Lesbian  Etiquette  is  a  mildly  funny  work  that 


no  doubt  become  the  bible  of  the  feminist  literary 
profession.* 

Lesbian  Etiquette  by  Gail  Sausser.  The  Crossing 
Press  Feminist  Series,  The  Crossing  Press  (Trumans- 
burg,  New  York  14886).  $6.95 (US). 
Red  Beans  and  Rice  by  Bode  Noonan.  The  Crossing 
Press  Feminist  Series,  Crossing  Press,  (Trumans- 
burg,  New  York  14886).  $5.95  (US). 
Words  in  Our  Pocket:  The  Feminist  Writer's  Guild 
Handbook  edited  by  Celeste  West.  Dustbooks  (Para- 
dise California  95969)  or  Booklegger  Press  —found- 
ed by  Celeste  West  (555  29th  Street,  San  Francisco, 
California  94131).  $9.95  (US). 
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Open  fOish  -  lOish 
7  days  a  week 
1221THURLOWST.,VAr> 

M//i#7e  /n  Vancouver, 

visit  Western  Canada's 

Gay  Bookstore 

Mail  Order  Catalogue  Available 
Write  or  phone  for  information 

J.  B.C.  V6E1X4                        PHONE  669-1753 

VERMONT'S  UNDISCOVERED  PARADISE 


East  Barnet 
Vermont  05821 
802-633-4047 

Ron  and  Peter  —  Hosts 


A  Complete  Country  Inn 

Traditional. .  .yet  unconventional 
Quiet... but  never  boring 

Private  swimming  pool 


(6  miles  south  of  St.  Johnsbury) 


Phillip  Froelich  is 
in  love .... 


The  year  is  1946  and  Phillip,  just  out 
of  the  Navy,  can  no  longer  deny  his 
gay  feelings.  His  story  is  told  in 
Quatrefoil,  first  published  in  1950, 
which  today  remains  a  moving  love 
story  and  a  vivid  portrait  of  gay  life  a 
generation  ago. 

QUATREFOIL 

by  James  Barr 

$5.95  m  bookstores,  or  clip  this  ad  to  order. 


□   Enclosed   is   $8.50   (postpaid)   for 
Quatrefoil. 


name 

address 


l  It', 


Mate 


.Zip. 


Alyson  Publications,  Dept.  P-59 

40  Plympton  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 


BOS  TON 

The  Best  Place  to  Stay 

TITInTlnn 

Two  renovated  townhouses 
in  the  heart  of  Boston 

Continental  breakfast  and 

cocktail  set-ups  on  the 

outdoor  decks  or  in  the 

livingroom 

Just  minutes  walk  to  the 
historic  sights  and  nightlife 

Central  air  conditioning 

All  this  in  a  comfortable 
atmosphere  and  for  less  than 
half  the  major  hotels 

$29- $50  per  night 

MasterCard,  Visa  and 
American  Express  accepted 

OASIS 

22  Edgerly  Road 

Boston,  Massachusetts  021  15 

617-267-2262 


J 


SMALL  PRESS 


THE  THIRD  TEXT 

Thomas  Andrew  Keith  • 

Writing  manual, 
Irish  witches 


A  Different  Light  Bookstore  in  New  York  City  re- 
cently held  an  evening  of  readings  from  two  newly 
published  books  from  St.  Martin's  Press.  Both 
were  first  attempts  at  fiction,  one  by  a  new  au- 
thor, and  one  by  an  established  one. 

Joseph  and  the  Old  Man  is  the  first  published 
novel  by  the  young  author  Christopher  Davis.  In 
the  late  summer  setting  of  Cherry  Grove  on  Fire 
Island,  people  weave  their  lives  around  weekly  so- 
cial gatherings  at  the  home  of  two  lovers  of  ten 
years.  Joseph  is  a  history  teacher,  fresh  out  of 
university  where  he  once  took  a  writing  course 
with  the  famed  author  Oswald  Stevenson  and  fell 
in  love.  In  a  flash  back  where  Oswald  (affection- 
ately known  as  the  Old  Man)  is  explaining  the 
concepts  of  writing  to  the  eager  Joseph,  he  quotes 
some  advice  he  has  taken  from  Gertrude  Stein. 

Your  problem  with  writing  is  that  you  don't 
know  something  Gertrude  Stein  wrote.  She 
wrote  that  she  wrote  for  herself  and  strangers. 
You've  got  to  remember  the  strangers. 
You've  got  to  remember  those  strangers,  Christo- 
pher Davis.  An  important  piece  of  advice  from 
Gertrude  Stein.  It  becomes  very  ironic  reading 
when  the  reader  comes  upon  this,  and  similar 
lines.  Ironic  because  the  author  seems  to  have 
placed  them  there  for  his  own  personal  use.  And 
Davis  falls  short  of  heeding  the  advice. 

Joseph  and  the  Old  Man  is  a  very  personal 
piece  of  writing.  It  contains  long,  intricate  con- 
versations betweeen  the  two  lovers.  But  they  are 
not  written  with  the  intent  of  being  read.  The  por- 
trayal of  this  type  of  dialogue  requires  a  skill  of 
magic.  And  a  skill  that  Davis  has  yet  to  achieve. 

Long  walks  through  the  woods  are  mingled 
with  talks  on  history  and  writing.  The  Old  Man 
is,  himself,  an  established  author.  One  who  has 
seen  his  share  of  New  York  Times  book  reviews. 
Yet  the  dialogue  between  the  two  is  not  convincing 
as  talk  between  two  lovers. 

Weekly  social  get-togethers  centred  around  the 
lovers  are  much  more  convincing  as  Davis  mixes 
in  a  flamboyant  cross-section  of  friends  from 
Cherry  Grove.  Yet  with  the  superficiality  of  the 
characters,  these  scenes  feel  more  contrived  than 
natural. 

A  third  of  the  way  through  the  book,  the  con- 
tentment of  the  last  summer  days  is  destroyed 
with  the  untimely  death  of  Joseph,  in  a  car  acci- 
dent. The  grief  felt  by  the  couple's  friends,  and  by 
the  Old  Man,  is  again  mere  type  on  the  page  — 
planned  sessions  of  emotional  upheaval  with  no 
spontaneity.  Joseph's  family  visits  the  Old  Man 
during  one  last  get-together  with  friends.  The 
reader  wonders  if  actual  situations  like  these  hap- 
pen the  way  Davis  has  portrayed  them,  and  the 
answer  is  no. 

In  his  first  published  novel,  Davis  has  chosen 
some  difficult  situations  to  work  with,  and  with 
more  experience,  should  be  able  to  juggle  them 
all.  The  end  of  the  novel  brings  out  an  unusually 
refreshing  beam  of  light.  The  lyricism  of  the  writ- 
ing here  is  unequalled  through  out  the  rest  of  the 
work.  But  the  overpowering  sense  is  that  Davis 
has  actually  produced  a  manual  on  writing  fic- 
tion. I  hope  that  in  the  future,  he  will  resist  the 
temptation  to  dispense  advice,  but  instead,  use  it. 
• 

The  King  of  Tara  had  three  sons:  a  warrior,  a 
mason,  and  a  poet.  The  warrior  died  in  battle. 
The  poet  told  lies.  But  the  mason  made  the 
world. 


In  Irish  mythology,  it  is  the  Scornful  Witch  of 
Fooley  who  plays  chess  with  the  King  of  Tara  to 
determine  the  fates  of  his  three  sons.  But  in  his  re- 
cent novel  One  Last  Waltz,  Ethan  Mordden  plays  • 
the  part  of  the  witch. 

Mordden  successfully  transforms  the  Irish  tale 
into  an  account  of  the  archetypal  immigrant 
story.  Leaving  his  home  Bri  Leith  behind,  Dublin 
Johnny  Keogh  plants  himself  in  the  Land  of  Lib- 
erty (East  51st  Street,  New  York),  marries  Nora, 
and  with  her  help,  brings  three  princes  into  his 
new  Kingdom. 

One  Last  Waltzis  essentially  a  modern  saga.  It 
traces  the  struggles  of  the  Irish  to  survive  in  the 
New  Land.  It  studies  the  fortunes  of  the  Keogh 
clan  as  the  princes  come  of  age,  and  in  turn,  as 
Nora  meets  a  mysterious  death  and  Dublin  John- 
ny succumbs  to  excesses.  The  novel,  as  Mordden 
states  in  his  introduction,  "has  one  beginning 
and  one  end  but  three  middles,  whose  combined 
purpose  is  to  show  how  a  given  domestic  atmos- 
phere can  produce  three  quite  different  children." 
The  novel  successfully  follows  the  princes  as  they 
grow  up  and  reign  in  the  modern  Kingdom  of 
Tara. 

American  Johnny  is  the  warrior,  and  being  the 


Ethan  Mordden:  Scornful  Witch  of  Fooley 

closest  to  his  father,  succumbs  to  the  same  type  of 
demise  ...  he  dies  in  batde,  a  batde  to  survive, 
Dennis  is  the  youngest  prince,  the  poet,  and  the 
gay  son.  Furthest  from  his  father's  influences, 
Dennis  grows  up  to  be  a  hit  songwriter.  And  the 
poet  told  lies,  lies  to  himself  in  order  to  survive. 
The  third  prince,  and  the  second  born,  is  Mike. 
Iron  Mike  as  Dennis  called  him.  Mike  the  mason. 
Mike  is  the  prince  who  ends  up  building  the 
world,  a  world  that  will  include  Dennis. 

As  the  three  sons  grow  up,  the  book  journeys 
through  an  amazing  flow  of  Irish  dialect  to  the 
Americanized  Dennis  of  the  '70s.  And  with  a  fast 
and  musical  style  of  writing,  Mordden  accom- 
plishes magic  as  he  weaves  the  strands  of  fate. 
Mordden  disguises  himself  well  as  the  Scornful 
Witch  of  Fooley,  but  as  a  writer,  he  is  the  mason. 
He  is  building  a  splendid  world  of  literature, 
Joseph  and  the  Old  Man  by  ( 'hristophcr  Davis.  St 
Martin's  Press,  $20.95. 

One  last  Haiti  by  I  than  Mordden.  St  Martin 's  Press. 
$20.95. 
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Welcome  to  The  Body  Politic  Classifieds  —  gay  people  making  contact 
with  each  other  across  Canada  and  beyond. 
It's  a  bargain.  Personal  ads  are  just  40<t  a  word,  with  a  minimum 
charge  of  $8.00.  Business  ads  (those  placed  for  any  profit-making  ser- 
vice) are  75<f  per  word;  $15.00  minimum  —  or  call  our  advertising 
manager  at  (416)  364-6320  and  ask  about  reasonable  rates  for  display  ads. 
You  can  be  bold,  stand  out,  or  be  a  grabber!  For  a  small  additional  charge,  you  can  really  call  atten- 
tion to  your  ad  with  one  of  our  special  headings: 

BOLD:  27  CHARACTERS,  MAXIMUM.  ONLY  S5.00. 

STANDOUT:  20  CHARACTERS,  MAXIMUM.  AN  ADDITIONAL  $10.00. 

GRABBER!  15  CHARACTERS.  LEAP  OFF  THE  PAGE  FOR  $15.00! 

You  save  if  you  repeat  your  ad.  Run  your  message  twice,  and  you  save  1 5  "to .  Three  or  four  insertions 
save  you  20°7o;  five  to  nine  25%;  and  if  your  ad  runs  ten  or  more  times,  you  save  30%! 
And  you  save  if  you  subscribe.  Body  Politic  subscribers  can  deduct  $2  from  the  cost  of  their  ads.  And 
if  you  don't  have  a  subscription  yet,  you  can  order  one  on  the  form  below  —  and  still  get  $2  off. 
We'll  forward  your  responses.  If  you  don't  want  your  address  or  phone  number  to  appear  in  your 
ad,  we'll  assign  a  drawer  number  people  can  mail  to  at  The  Body  Politic.  We'll  forward  your  responses 
to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  an  extra  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 
Conditions.  All  ads  must  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  ar- 
rive by  the  advertising  deadline  given  below.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless 
you  instruct  us  otherwise.  Ad  replies  sent  to  a  drawer  number  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 
Some  rules:  Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  party  is  under  2 1  years  of  age,  or  if  more  than  two  people  are 
involved,  regardless  of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly.  The  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
prohibits  specifications  based  on  race,  age  or  sex  in  any  ad  offering  employment.  Personal  ads  offering 
scenarios  that  might  reasonably  be  read  as  racially  or  otherwise  abusive  or  stereotypical  must  clearly 
indicate  that  what  is  being  requested  is  mutually  consensual  sexual  play  and  not  relations  of  genuine 
subservience,  such  as  employment.  We  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  or  alter  any  ad. 


•  CLASSIFIEDS* 


Get  my  ad  into  The  Body  Politic's  classifieds. 


Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it's  smart  to  be 
positive  about  yourself  and  to  avoid  inadvertently  insulting  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no 
blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  ferns." 

How  to  place  an  ad:  Just  fill  in  the  form  below.  Choose  a  Bold,  Standout  or  Grabber  heading  if  you 
want,  then  write  the  rest  of  your  message  in  the  boxes  below,  one  word  per  box.  Telephone  numbers 
count  as  one  word,  as  do  postal  codes.  The  amount  in  the  last  box  that  you  write  in  is  the  basic  cost  of 
your  ad.  Then,  calculate  your  total  cost:  add  charges  for  a  special  head  or  our  forwarding  service  if 
you've  chosen  them,  and  deduct  discounts  if  you  run  your  ad  more  than  once,  or  if  you  subscribe. 

Mail  your  ad  along  with  payment  or  charge  information  to  us  at:  TBP  Classifieds,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON  MSW 1X9.  Or  you  can  place  your  ad  by  phone:  figure  out  what  you  want  to  say,  get  out 
your  charge  card  and  call  us  at  (416)  364-6320.  Ask  for  the  person  in  charge  of  classified  ads. 
■  ■■■■.•■■■..■..I     How  to  answer  an  ad:  It's  easy  —  and  it's  free. 

Put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and  address  it  as 


My  heading  is  ^ 


My  text  is 


GRABBER! 

Maximum  15  characters 

STANDOUT 

Maximum  20  characters 

BOLD 

Maximum  27  characters 


$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

58.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.00 

$8.40 

$8.80 

$9.20 

$9.60 

$10.00 

$10.40 

$10.80 

$11.20 

$11.60 

$12.00 

$12.40 

$12.80 

$13.20 

$13.60 

$14.00 

$14.40 

$14.80 

$15.20 

$15.60 

$16.00 

$16.40 

$16.80 

$17.20 

$17.60 

$18.00 

$18.40 

$18.80 

$19.20 

$19.60 

$20.00 

$20.40 

$20.80 

$21.20 

$21.60 

$22.00 

$22.40 

$22.80 

$23.20 

$23.60 

$24.00 

More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  40c  per  word  (75c  per  word  for  business  ads}. 


Basic  cost  S 


limes. 


number  of  runs: 


Special  heading 
Grabber  ($  1 5 .00  x  number  _ 


of  runs): 

of  runs): 


Standout  ($10.00  x  number 

Bold  ($5. OOx  number of  runs): 

Total  cost  before  discounts: 

Discounts 
2runs.  Deduct  15% 

_  3-4  runs.  Deduct 20 °7o 
5-9runs.Deduct25°fc 

I  I0-I2runs.  Deduct 30% 
I  am  a  subscriber.  I  can  deduct  $2. 00 
I'mgoingtosubscnbenow.  Deduct  $2.00 

Forwarding  Service 

[    Please  assign  a  drawer  number  and  forward  replies. 
I  enclose  $4.00  per  adper issue. 

Subscribe! 
I  want  to  subscribe. 
(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal) 


$_ 

$„ 
$_ 
$_ 
$_ 

$. 
-$_ 
-$_ 

$_ 

-$_ 

-$_ 

Subtotal  $^ 

$. 

Subtotal  $= 

□  Canada  J 
International  $ 

Total  payment  $= 


Deadline  for  the  September  issue 
5pm,  Wednesday  August  6 

Deadline  for  the  October  issue 
5pm,  Wednesday  September  10 


2.00 


2.00 


24.95  CN 
24  95  US 


Name: 


Address: 

City:    


ProWState: 


Code: 


Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with 

your  payment  to:  TBP  Classifieds,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario  MSW  1X9. 


t 


My  cheque/money  order  is  enclosed. 
Charge  my  Visa  Mastercharge 

Card  number:  _ 

Expiry  date: 


Signature: 


02     BPC086 


shown  below: 


Drawer TBP  Classifieds 

Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON 
MSW  1X9 


□ 

Affix 

sufficient 

postage 


Make  sure  to  write  the  drawer  number  on  the 

outside  of  the  envelope  —  this  is  our  cue  to  for- 
ward your  letter  without  opening  it. 


Order  by 
phone! 

It's  easy:  Just  figure  out 

what  you  want  to  say, 

write  it  down,  get  out 

your  charge  card  and  call 

(416)  364-6320 

any  time  between  1 1  am 

and  5  pm,  Monday 

through  Friday.  Just  tell 

us  you'd  like  to  place  a 

classified  ad,  and  well 

take  your  message  and 

your  charge  card 

number.  Payment  by 

Visa  or  Mastercard  only. 
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120  East  Atol  Street,  Box  2326 
South  Padre  Island,  Texas 78597 

(512)761-5953       


Canada's  oldest  penpal 
club  for  gay  men. 

Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


GAV 
mATEJ 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


CLASSIFIEDS 


DR.  I.vonUCHTENBERG,  Ph.D. 

STRICTLY  CONFIDENTIAL 


MARITAL  AND  SEXUAL  THERAPY 
CRISIS  AND  STRESS  MANAGEMENT 

562  PARLIAMENT  STREET 

TORONTO,  CANADA  M4X  1P8 

(416)  968-1630 


WOMEN'S  WORK 

70  CAMBRIDGE  AVE.,  SUITE  1521, 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO  M4K  2L5 


•  PAPER  HANGING  -  GRASSCLOTHS, 
FABRICS,  MYLARS,  VINYLS 

•  PAINTING 

•  REFINISHING  AND  RESTOREING 
FURNITURE 

Personal  Service  By:  Judy    Mitchell 

(416)  465-8339 


Make  your  voice  stronger  in  86 
Support  your  community  centre 

We  provide  services  to  Gays  &  Lesbians  in  the  Lower  Mainland 
The  Vancouver  Gay  &  Lesbian  Community  Centre  provides: 


•  SEARCH  confidential  counselling 

•  "Out  on  the  Shelves"  Library 

•  Vancouver  Gay  Food  Bank 

•  Free  &  Confidential  Legal  Clinic 

•  Gay/Lesbian  Youth  Support  Group 


•  GAYBLEVISION,  cable  1 0 

•  Public  Affairs  &  Conferencing 
on  gay  issues 


Phone  6844869  •  Box  2259,  Vancouver  V6E  1 26 


What  can  you  do  in  the  country? 


r 


To  find  out,  send  the  coupon  below  to: 


Manfred's  Meadow  Guest  House, 


R.  R.  #1, 

Grand  Valley,  Ontario 

LON  1G0  Phone:  (519)  925-5306 

Please  tell  me  more! 

Name  

Address  . 


MESSAGES 

SO  JUST  WHAT  are  the  GSEI  membership  requirements? 
Mutual  admiration  for  coffee,  Melmac  (that's  important),  cat 
hair,  Fiesta  ware,  Alfred  Sung  Utility  Pants,  white  T-shirts, 
ability  to  laugh  at  coded  messages  (if  you  can  understand 
them),  Faux  pause,  Faux  marble.  And  obsessive  lust  for  little 
boys  comes  in  handy!  Oops,  my  coffee's  getting  cold.  A 
slumber  party.  Huh?  Love  the  ESK! 

WERE  YOU  THERE? 

1923-1930  Protestant  Infants'  Home,  Queen  Mary  Rd;  Mon- 
treal, 1935-1940  St  Laurent  High  School,  St  Laurent  Que; 
1943  May-Oct  RCAF.  St  Johns  Que;  1943-1946  RCAF  126 
Squadron  Spitfire  Reconnaissance  Wing,  Biggin  Hill, 
England  to  Schleswig,  W  Germany;  1946-1950  Sir  George 
Williams  College.  Philip  would  like  to  hear  from  you.  Drawer 
G54. 

MICHAEL 

DO  YOU  REMEMBER  July  2  as  I  do?  You  spoke  of  the  West 
end,  the  GC  and  powders.  Please  tell  me  more.  Edward. 
Drawer  G1S7. . 

TO  THOSE  TWO  nasty  boys...  mutual  members  of  the 
Lambda  Terra  Cotta  Association.  Is  this  a  coded  message  or 
what?  I  think  my  GSEI  group  membership  card  just  expired.  I 
better  renew  right  away.  See  you  on  the  beach!  Love  Tibber? 


W 
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MANAGER 

Imaginative,  creative,  minimum  3  years  man- 
agement background.  Must  be  energetic,  per- 
sonable, ambitious.  Experience  in  gay  opera- 
tions an  asset.  For  appointment  call  977-4512. 

SHOWBIZ 


BUY     &     SELL 

•BOOKS* 

GAY  LESBIAN  FEMINIST  BOOKS 

BY  MAIL.  In  English  and  French.  Send  name  and  address  to 
receive  three  free  bulletins  per  year.  Librairie  L'androgyne, 
3642  St  Laurent,  Montreal  QC  H2X  2V4. 

THERE'S  A  BOOK  BEHIND  THIS  MAGAZINE 

London's  Gay  News  called  it  "spectacular."  New  York's 
Village  Voice  said  "The  clarity  and  drive...  engage  any  gen- 
erous intelligence."  The  book  is  called  Flaunting  it!  A 
Decade  of  Gay  Journalism  from  The  Body  Politic.  It's  yours 
for$8.95  plusSl.OO  for  postage  and  handling.  Order  the  book 
that  Christopher  Street  called  "a  pleasure  to  read. ..so  well 
edited  that  it  becomes  a  document  of  the  first  decade  of  gay 
liberation."  Send  $9.95  today  to  Flaunting  It!,  Box  639,  Stn 
A,  Toronto  ON  M5W1G2. 

RSVP 

PERSONAL  PROFILES 

THE  NEW  WAY  to  place  or  receive  companion  listings. 
(416)  586-1595,  Box  472,  Stn  C,  Toronto  ON  M6J  3P5  for 
more  details. 

TOP GUYS 

COLOUR  PHOTOS  OF  nude  handsome  young  guys  for  all 
tastes.  Send  $2  for  catalogue  and  details  to:  Fersanco,  Box 
1102, 4102  Porto  Codex,  Portugal. 


DIVA 

We  buy  costume  jewellery,  glitter  clothing 
and  period  furniture. 

566  Church  St.  (at  Wellesley)  921-1994 


TRAVEL 

•BRITISH     COLUMBIA* 

SEASIDE  BED  &  BREAKFAST.  Visit  Expo  86.  1889  Holly- 
wood Crescent,  Victoria  BC  V8S  U2.      

VANCOUVER  BED  &  BREAKFAST 
REGISTRY  I  OR  GAY/LESBIAN  VISITORS  to  st.i\  with 
friends.  Pacific  Lambda  Housing  '86.  745  Clark,  Vhncowa 
BC  V5L  3J3.  (604)251-9711  VJSA,  \M!  A 

IAI'()86VAN(  Ol  VERBC  Bed  and  breakfast,  ten  minutes 
in  Expo  rite  $40  per  nigh!  in  (i.iv  home  WHtt  Ho\  f>5f>82.  Sin 
F,\fcncouverBCV5N5K7. 


EXPO  VANCOUVER  ACCOMODATION 

(ONLY)  IN  GAY  HOUSEHOLD.  Ensuite  bath,  walk-in 
closet,  walk-out  patio,  $35  single,  $40  double.  Call 
(604)879-7852. 

•MONTREAL* 

MONTREAL  BED  &  BREAKFAST 

ACCOMODATION  in  private  gay  home,  downtown.  $35 
nightly.  Box  601,  Montreal  QC  H2L  4L5.  (S14)  521-2238. 

•NEW     ENGLAND* 

NEW  ENGLAND 

BED-AND-BREAKFAST  accomodation  in  private  homes 
and  guesthouses.  Contact:  New  England  Lavender  Hospital- 
ity.  Box  3757,  Plymouth,  MA  02361.  (617)747-6354. 

NEW  ENGLAND  COUNTRY  INN 

PEACE  AND  PRIVACY  on  100  scenic  acres  in  New  Hamp- 
shire's White  Mountains.  Charming  rooms,  private  baths. 
Pool  and  hot  tub  at  the  inn  with  antiquing,  hiking,  canoeing, 
golf  and  tennis  nearby.  The  Highlands  Inn,  Box  118P, 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi, 
Innkeepers. 


Bed  and  Breakfast  $35/nigbt 

Private  location  on  top  of  Blue  Mountain, 

close  to  Wasaga  Beach.  Extensive  grounds, 

comfortable  rooms,  sunporch  and  whirlpool. 

PEAK o  BLUE 
I  MOUNTAIN 
Iguest  RANCH 

P.O.  Box  190,  Collingwood,  Ontario 
Canada  L9Y  3Z5  •  (705)  444-1262 


Special  Moments. 
Private  Moments. 
Saltaire  Moments. 

They  begin  with  an  early  morning 
surfslde  stroll,  continue  poolslde 
with  new  friends,  then  extend  on 
Into   a   fulfilling    Fort    Lauderdale 
evening.      Visit      us      soon      and 
discover  for  yourself  why  Saltaire 
moments  are  so  special,  so  private. 

Inviting    suites,    efficiencies    and 
rooms  at  inviting  rates. 

2831  Vlstamar  Street 

Ft    Lauderdale.  FL  33304 

^m.              (305)566  1689               MM 

^H|        U.S.  1  800  231  3432          mm~ 

LAUDERDALE  MANOR  MOTEL 


SUMMER  SPECIAL:  Canadian  money  AT  PAR 

June  1st  to  October  31st 

2926  Valencia  Street,  Fort  Lauderdale 

Florida  33316.  305  463-3385 


FORT  LAUDERDALE  BEACH  ^jjH 

■  ■■■WM^WMW 


3016 ALHAMBRA    FT    LAUD    FL    33304 
1   800   356-61  1  1  •  IN  FLA    (305 1  463-482  7 


SERVICES 

GOODMASSAGI   Mr  1  FUitg.(4l6)465-9810 


Thank  you. 
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This  space  could 
be  yours  for  as 
little  as  $45. 
Interested? 
Call  Brian  Flint 
at  364-6320  and 
ask  for  information 
about  advertising  in 
The  Body  Politic. 


PHONE 
ULTIMATE 

Anything 
You  Want 

•  Bodybuilders 

•  Spankings 

•  Athletes 

For  Lifeguards,  Surfers, 
Beach  Boys,  etc.,  call  our 
Beach  Line:  302-227  SWIM 

Ask  about  our  free  offer 
24  HOURS 

M/C  •  VISA  •  AMEX  •  C/B  •  D/C  •  CHECKS 

Ir.T  tall  hdlKs 

Distrerl  Billing       Reasonable  Kates 

718-204-6666 


1  FOR$10 

3  FOR  $28 

POSTAGE  AND   HANDLING  INCLUDED 

MALE  ORDER 

P.O.  Box  222,  Stn  F,  Montreal  PQ  H3J  2L1 


Orders  processed  same  day  via  air  mail.  Plain  wrapper. 

We  accept  certified  cheques  and  money  orders. 

Visa,  Master  Card,  American  Express  and  Diners  Club  (include  expiry  date). 

Please  print  name,  address  and  postal  code  clearly, 

or  call  514-932-6004. 


ATTENTION 

,  VOYEURS 

When  at  Priape,  remember  to  visit  our 
Voyeur's  corner  conveniently  located 
next  to  our  Exhibitionist's  corner. 


ATTENTION 

EXHIBITIONISTS 

When  at  Priape,  remember  to  visit  our 
Exhibitionist's  corner,  conveniently 
located  next  to  our  Voyeur's  corner. 

□  □  n  □  a  e 


le  sex-shop  gai      1661  est,  Ste-Catherine,  Montreal,  Que.  H2L  2J5    521-8451 


Stallion  Cleaners 
is  the  bonded 
and  insured 
cleaning  service 
that  can  change 
all  that! 


WHAT  A  DUMP! 

Is  your  house  a  wreck? 
Your  apartment  a  gross-out? 
Your  office  an  embarassment? 


WE  REGULARLY: 

•  Vacuum  rugs,  floors  and 
furniture 

•  Dust  and  polish  furniture 

•  Clean  Mirrors 

•  Remove  smudges  and 
handprints  from  doors,  light 
switches  and  walls 

•  Empty  ashtrays  and 
wastepaper  baskets 

•  Clean  baseboards  and 
window  ledges 


STALLION  CLEANERS 

Serving  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 

CALL  TODAY  FOR  A  FREE  ESTIMATE  690-9177 

Leave  message  with  answering  service. 
Calls  returned  within  the  hour. 

References  on  request. 


IN  THE  KITCHEN,  WE: 

•  Clean  the  sink,  outer  surfaces 
of  counter  tops  and  appliances 

•  Wipe  cabinet  doors 

•  Wash  the  floor 

•  Clean  the  baseboards  and 
window  ledges 

IN  BATH  ROOMS,  WE: 

•  Clean  the  tub,  sink,  toilet 
and  tile 

•  Wash  the  floor 

•  Clean  the  mirrors 

•  Clean  the  baseboards  and 
window  ledges 


OPENINGS 

available  for  part-time,  leading 
to  full-time,  employment. 
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MASTERFOTO 

SUMMER  SPECIAL:  $35  for  12  snapshots.  Discretion  assured. 
Studio  facilities  available.  (416)839-6429  mornings  or  leave 
message. 

CALCULUS  TUTOR  WANTED 

UNIVERSITY  LEVEL  AND  BEYOND,  with  applications. 
Please  reply  stating  qualifications  and  teaching  experience. 

Drawer  G65. __ 

CALL-IN  COUNSELING.  Coping  stratagems.  Positive  goal 
focussing.  Spiritual  support.  Anytime.  Anywhere.  (703) 
573-0573  or  560-8623. 

PAINTING  PLUS 

INTERIOR  AND  EXTERIOR,  repairs  and  maintenance.  Free 
estimates.  Call  Rick  (416)  532-0436. 


•OTTAWA* 

STUDENT  ACCOMMODATION 

MALE  UNIVERSITY  STUDENT  non-smoker  available 
furnished  room  with  skylight  plus  window.  Kitchen  privi- 
leges, utitlities,  linen  included.  Access  to  large  apt.  Park- 
ing, patio.  Central  Ottawa,  easy  bus  to  Carlton  and  Ot- 
tawa University.  Available  Sep  1st.  $300/mo.  Call  or  write 
Patrick,  Box  691,  Stn  B,  Ottawa  ON  KIP  5P8. 
(613)  729-4971. 


Piano  Tuning  &  Repair- 


Is  there  a  silent  piano  languishing 
in  your  parlor  —  mute,  longing  to 
be  tuned!  For  Shame! 


James  Tennyson 
Certified  Piano  Technician 
335  Markham  St.  Toronto 
967-6653 


Rik  Ruiter,  B.A.,  M.Div. 

Individual,  Couple,  Family  Therapist 

151  Robinson  St,  Hamilton,  ON  L8P  1Z6 

(416)  527-5610 


H      O      M 

E      S 

•  V  A  N   C  O  U 

V  E  R  • 

TWO  SASKATCHEWAN  BOYS  (intellectual  cowboy  and 
GQ  type  lover)  need  apt  preferably  near  SFU,  starting 
Sept.  Reliable,  super-charming,  great  references.  1024 
13th  St  East,  Saskatoon  SK  S7H  0B9  (306)  343-0857. 

•    A    L    B    E    R 

T    A    • 

FAIRVIEW  COLLEGE 

GM  AND  ATTENDING  Fairview  College  this  fall? 
Room  and  board  available  in  home  of  GWM,  established 
professional  mid-30s.  Drawer  G144. 

•HAMILTON"* 

ACCOMODATION  SOUGHT.  Quiet,  clean,  reasonable, 
Annex  to  Riverdale,  shared  or  private  (ie:  flat,  bachelor 
or  large  room)  by  employed,  responsible,  non-smoking 
GWM,  33,  for  August  or  September  1.  References 
available.  Drawer  G89. 

•    T    O    R    O    N    T    Q~^ 

UPPER  CANADA  COLLEGE  AREA.  Reasonably- 
priced  luxury  duplex,  nine  huge  rooms,  2600  square  feet, 
high  ceilings,  fireplace,  mouldings.  Professional  male,  37, 
will  share  with  one  other  non-smoking  stable  profes- 
sional. Box  832,  Stn  Q,  Toronto,  M4T  2N7.  Neighbours 
invited  for  coffee  and  conversation. 

GREAT  HOUSE  TO  SHARE 

GAY  MALE  NEEDED  to  join  two  others  in  attractive, 
non-smoking  downtown  home.  Fully  furnished,  lots  of 
luxuries.  $375/mo.  Available  immediately.  Call  Peter  or 
Ed,  368-6971. 

BEACHES  UPPER.  Two  bedrooms  plus  den,  two  baths, 
deck.  Near  Fox  Theatre:  SlOOO/mo.  Available  mid-Aug. 
Quiet,  reliable,  non-smokers  onlv.  References  required: 
698-5172. 

HELP) 

GWF  NEEDS  ONE  or  two  large  rooms  in  home  with  one 
other,  or  stable  couple.  High  Park/Bloor  West  area,  near 
TTC.  Non-smoking,  quiet  and  athletic,  financially  secure. 
References.  S400/mo  inclusive  (negotiable).  Pets  (?) 
August  or  September  1st.  Drawer  G72. 

ROOMMATE 

QUIET  GWM,  48,  slim,  5'11",  young,  blue  eyes  needs 
roommate  to  share  large  one  bedroom,  twin  beds. 
Parkdalc,  S350/incl.  Completely  funished.  Seeks  single 
quiet  GWM  35  to  45,  not  into  an  affair,  no  drugs, 
barflies.  Okay  for  smoking,  drinking.  J/O,  B/J,  nudity. 
I  Prefer  afternoon  shift  worker  Picture  appreciated,  but 
not  necessary  Drawer  G83. 


HOT  AND  HEAVY  STORIES.  I  want  your  originals.  Yours 
get  mine.  Box  2411,  Stn  A,  Oshawa  ON  L1H  7V6. 

•VOLUNTEERS* 

ORGANIZATIONS  seeking  volunteers  can  find  them  in  The 
Body  Politic  classifieds.  Advertise  for  volunteer  help  and  get  a 
50%  discount  off  our  regular  reasonable  rates. 

•    groups"* 

ARC,  PLS,  anti-body  positive  group  forming  for  self-help 
support  and  social  outings.  Interested  persons  write  including 
address/phone.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer  G132. 


PHOTO:  NORMAN  HATTON 


•  N 

OVA 

SCOTIA* 

YOUNG,  SLIM,  GWM  non-  smoker  desires  room  and 
board  or  share  apartment  or  house  2  or  3  days  per  week. 
Sackville,  Bedford,  Rockingham  or  Southend  of  Halifax 
city,  Nova  Scotia.  Drawer  G141. 

o 

T 

H 

E 

R 

PROFESSIONALS  UNDER  40 

CONDUCTING  A  STUDY  of  gay  male  professionals  who 
have  disclosed  their  homosexuality  to  their  co-workers.  The 
purpose  of  the  study  is  to  explore  the  way  these  men  see  their 
world,  why  they  chose  to  come  out  to  others,  what  they  feel  are 
the  repercussions  of  their  decisions,  and  how  they  see  their 
future.  To  find  out  more,  please  write  to  David  Shallenberger, 
738  Buckingham  Place,  No  2,  Chicago  IL  60657. 

LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN  for  peer  counselling  and  infor- 
mation. Phone  line.  Should  possess  empathy,  good  listening 
skills  and  common  sense.  Phone  TAG  (416)  964-  6600. 

GAYCOURTWATCH 

General  court  information,  lawyer  referrals,  crisis  referrals, 
support  services.  If  you  have  been  anested  or  need  assistance 
with  the  court  system  leave  a  message  at  room  337,  Old  City 
Hall,  Toronto,  or  call  362-6928  or  961-8046.  We  are  here  to 
help  you. 

VANCOUVER  MEN'S  CHORUS,  Canada's  only  active  gay 
chorus  and  member  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Assiciation  of 
Choruses.  Entering  fifth  season.  50+  singers.  Seeking  interim 
conductor  during  regular  conductor's  leave  of  absence 
September  to  December  86.  Stipend  and  housing  ar- 
rangements in  Vancouver  negotiable.  Preference  given  to  ex- 
perienced conductors  familiar  with  both  the  classical  and 
choral  rcpetoires.  Call  Willie  Zwozdesky,  Artistic  Director, 
VMC  (604)681-4440. 


PRISONERS 

PEN-PALS 

A  NOTE  to  prisoners  who  wish  to  have  pen  pals  —  Metropoli- 
tan Community  Church  is  offering  a  pen-pal  service  to  men 
and  women  prisoners  through  the  church's  prison  ministry. 
Prison  Ministry:,  730  Bathurst  St:,  Toronto:,  ON  M5S  2R4. 

BOOKS  FOR  PRISONERS 

LEFT  BANK  BOOKS  sponsors  a  Books  For  Prisoners  pro- 
ject. Through  donations  and  a  postage  grant  we  are  able  to 
send  free  miscellaneous  books  to  inmates .  every- 
where (provided  an  institution  allows  them).  We  offer  special 
order  books  a!  cost  (usually  35-40%  off).  Prisoners  and  other 
interested  persons  should  write:  Books  For  Prisoners,  Box  A, 
92  Pike  St,  Seattle,  WA  98101. 


SOME  OF  THE  INMATES  living  in  Louisiana  correctional 
institutes  have  been  successful  in  obtaining  money  or  material 
items  from  individuals  living  outside  the  institution.  The  in- 
mates have  done  this  by  misrepresenting  certain  facts  about 
themselves  such  as  their  age,  sex,  race,  crime,  release  date,  etc. 
These  misrepresentations  have  been  made  through  the  mail  or 
by  telephone.  Anyone  wishing  to  learn  the  true  status  of  a 
Louisiana  inmate  they  are  corresponding  with  prior  to  sen- 
ding money  or  material  items,  please  call  (504)  342-6740  and 
ask  for  Mrs  Goodes.  You  need  not  identify  yourself  to  receive 
this  information. 

JOINT  VENTURE 

THE  LARGEST  PENPAL  SERVICE  for  gays  and  bisexuals 
now  has  a  16-page  brochure  on  how  to  find  a  prison  penpal, 
what  to  do  when  that  happens,  what  to  send,  what  not  to  send, 
hot  letters,  pornography,  financial  rip-offs,  emotional  rip- 
offs,  postal  money  order  scams,  visits,  getting  out,  falling  in 
love,  who  the  inmate  really  is,  and  "why  am  I  doing  this?" 
The  whole  inside  story  is  contained  in  our  how-to  booklet  call- 
ed Dear  Insider.  It  is  available  with  every  Joint  Venture 
membership  subscription:  three  month  trial,  $5;  one  year, 
$15.  Single  copies  are  available  for  $2.  Joint  Venture  is  a  non- 
profit corporation.  Write  us  at  Box  26-8484,  Chicago  IL 
60626. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  BLACK,  28,  1.72  meters,  60  kg,  seeks 
correspondence  from  others  in  similar  situation.  Like  reading 
magazines  and  writing  letters.  Write  SIMON  NKODI,  do 
Pricilla  Jana,  PO  Box  61875,  Marshalltown  2107,  Johan- 
nesburg, Republic  of  South  Africa. 

BLACK  MALE,  24,  wishes  to  write  to  others  who  wish  to 
reach  out.  I  have  a  positive  attitude  and  various  interests.  T 
Page,  #178-649,  Box  45699,  LucasvuTe  OH  45699-0001. 

HI!  MY  NAME  IS  MATTHEW.  Black,  29,  5'8"  147  lbs, 
single,  sensitive,  caring,  loyal,  trustworthy.  I  seek  sensual  ap- 
peal in  likewise  person.  Please  write  Matthew  Pollard, 
#174-383,  Box  45699,  LucasvuTe  OH  45699-0001. 

GAY  MALE,  20, 5'8"  155  lbs,  wishes  to  write  to  a  man  who  is 
caring,  outgoing,  understanding,  very  passionate  and  sincere. 
Richard  Acree  #185-354,  Box  45699,  LucasvuTe  OH 
45699-0001. 

I  AM  NOT  LOOKING  FOR  ANYTHING  but  to  share  my 
thoughts  and  experience  with  someone  who  would  like  to  do 
the  same.  I'm  33, 5'10"  140  lbs,  brown  eyes  and  hair,  and  am 
especially  interested  in  gay  news.  John  Tuten,  #044014,  Union 
Correctional  Institute,  SEU  20/285,  Box  221,  Raiford  FL 
32083. 

IN  NEED  OF  A  FRIEND.  Male,  29,  green  eyes,  brown  hair, 
5'11"  175  lbs,  needs  letters  from  sincere  men.  Alton  Edwin 
Urbauer,  #100755,  Box  97,  McAlester  OK  74501. 

LONELY  GAY  MALE,  looking  for  a  true  mate  who  is 
understanding  and  loveable.  If  it's  you,  please  write  to  Eugene 
Hill,  Union  Correctional  Institute,  Box  221,  Raiford.  FLA 
32083. 

GAY  MALE,  5'9"  196  solid  lbs,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  22, 
enjoys  sports,  chess,  reading,  drawing.  I  don't  like  games, 
especially  those  of  the  mind.  I  am  straightforward  concerning 
all  matters  and  am  not  violent.  I  am  open  about  my  sexuality. 
Please  write  to  me,  Michael  Cowley,  IDB  054845-J-3-289-B, 
Box  340,  Sharpes,  FLA  32939. 

GWM,  29, 6'1"  190  lbs,  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes,  in  search  of  a 
gay  friend  and  companion  who  will  correspond  with  me.  I  am 
lonely  and  would  appreciate  communicating  with  sincere 
friends.  Russell  Wright,  Box  41,  #24071,  Michigan  City,  IN 
46360. 

I  AM  IN  SEARCH  of  gay  friends  or  a  companion  who  will 
write  on  a  mutual  basis.  Asking  no  more  than  I  am  willing  to 
give,  I  believe  that  understanding  leads  to  knowledge,  love  and 
respect:  things  that  are  priceless.  Floyd  Tewell,  4048,  Box  41, 
Michigan  City,  IN  46360. 

YOUNG  MALE  seeks  another  male  to  form  a  sincere  rela- 
tionship with.  Brown  hair,  blue  eyes.  I  will  answer  all  who 
write.  Randy  Hood,  153-45,  Box  45699.  LucasvuTe  OH 
45699-0001. ■ 

MALE,  COLLEGE-EDUCATED,  hoping  to  find  someone 
special,  I  am  5*11"  167  lbs,  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes,  30  years 
old.  Will  answer  any  and  all  letters  I  receive.  Aaron  E  Good- 
win,  168-328,  Box  45699,  LucasvuTe  OH  45699-0001. 

MODELS    &    ESCORTS 

•ENGLAND* 

FILLIPINO  GUY.  Very  attractive,  friendly  young  masseur 
gives  complete,  satisfying  services.  Call  London  (UK) 
01-244-7070  (24  hours). 

•TORONTO* 

CLEAN-CUT,  HANDSOME,  athletic  young  man  available 
for  personal  model/escort  services.  469-8144. 

SELECT-A-STUD.  Quality  men  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  We  travel,  and  hire  world-wide.  Credit 
cards  accepted.  Also  phone  fantasies  and  photos. 
(813)823-5629  anytime. 

TORONTO'S  HOTTEST 

BLOND  BODY  BUILDER  50"  chest,  32"  waist,  18"  arms, 
26"  thighs,  17  1/2"  calves.  Call  Paul  860-1065, 24  hours. 


ROGER! 

HOT,  HEALTHY,  UNINHIBITED,  bright,  beautiful.  5'10" 
160  lbs,  br/br,  athletic  build,  sensuous  massages  or  kinky  fan- 
tasies. Your  scene  your  way!  921-2614.  (Ipm-llpm). 

PRICK  UP  YOUR  EARS 

TO  THE  SEXY  SOUNDS  of  (1)  Hunks  in  heat,  (2)  Delivery 
boy's  delight,  (3)  A  taste  of  leather.  $10  gets  telephone  number 
for  unlimited  free  calls.  24  hour  service.  Unicom  Enterprises, 
253CollegeSt,  #204-A, Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada M5T  IR5. 
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PRIVATE  J-INES 

Telephone  Fantasies 

ALONE? 


LET  US  HELP  YOU  FULFILL 

YOUR  WILDEST  DREAMS. . . 

ANYTHING  YOU  WANT! 

A  CANADIAN  SERVICE 


ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS 
7  AM  TO  2PM 


00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 


HERE  ARE  TWO  REASONS  TO  VISIT  VANCOUVER  THIS  YEAR... 

IMAGE 

LEATHER 

VANCOUVER 


EXPO 


AND 


BRING  THIS  AD  WITH  YOU  AND  I'LL  GIVE  YOU  A  10%  DISCOUNT  ON  CHAPS. 
(IF  I  DON'T  HAVE  YOUR  SIZE  IN  STOCK,  I  GUARANTEE  NEXT-DAY  SERVICE.) 

FOR  CATALOGUE  SEND  $3  TO:  IMAGE  LEATHER 

BOX  721,  810  WEST  BROADWAY,  VANCOUVER  BC  V524C9 

FOR  INFORMATION,  CALL  MACK  AT  (604)430-5512 


Victoria 


THE  ISLAND     GAY  SOCIETY 


COmUNITY 
140  Q5WEQ0 


P05T  OFFICE  BOX  695,  STATION  E,  VICTORIA,  B.C.,  CANADA   V8U  2P9 


IIW 


We  . 

your  language... 

You  expect  nothing  less  than  the  best.  After  all,  you're 
at  home  in  the  Church  St  neighbourhood. 
Brandt  makes  sure  you  get  the  best. 
It's  a  language  we  understand. 


CHOICE. 


We  have  fresh  top  quality  beef,  pork, 
lamb,  veal,  poultry  and  fish. 

We're  friendly  and  courteous  and 
eager  to  help  you. 

We  carry  a  wide  selection  of  cheese, 
deli  and  imported  food  products  & 
pastries.  And  we  cater  food  trays. 


...Can  we 
talk? 


Brandt  Meats  &  Delicatessen 
530  Church  St  Toronto  961-3892 

Open  Monday  to  Friday  8am-8pm,  Saturday  8am-6pm 


J 
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TORONTO'S  BIGGEST  BLOND  bodybuilder,  utleholder,  very 
handsome,  hot  and  hung.  I  visit  Montreal  often.  Photo  in  August 
issue  of  Advocate  men.  Call  Paul  Becker  at  (416)366-0097. 

VERY  ATTRACTIVE,  WELL-BUILT  21-year-old  college  jock 
seeks  established,  generous  man  or  woman  for  friendship/tui- 
tion assistance.  Experienced  escort  —  pro  model.  Brad, 
465-7588. 

BOLD  AND  FRIENDLY,  Peter,  available  as  escort.  Reasonable 
rates.  482-4954. 

ATTRACTIVE,  COMPETITIVE  BODYBUILDER,  5'9"  200 
lbs,  solid  build,  50"  chest,  18"  arms,  30"  waist,  28"  thighs, 
18"calves.  Available  as  model/escort.  Call  Roger  363-1035. 

VERY  HOT  GUY,  37,  available  for  escort  service,  or  any 
form  of  servicing  you  wish.  Will  do  groups.  Jay  762-3848. 

FRIENDS 
FEMALE 

•TORONTO* 
GAY  WOMAN 

WHO  LIKES  MALE  transvestites.  We  can  get  together  for 
late  evening  meetings  in  my  apartment  or  yours.  You  in  my 
apartment  or  yours.  You  be  the  guy.  I'll  be  the  girl.  You  can 
dominate  but  no  sex  unless  mutually  agreed  on.  Discretion 
necessary.  Telephone,  address,  photo  please.  Drawer  G172. 

GWM,  35,  LOOKING  for  lesbian  25  to  40  for  friendship 
and/or  eventual  marriage.  Drawer  G134. 

GWF 

I  AM  A  GWM,  24,  straight-acting  and  looking,  seeking  a 
gay  female  19-30  for  friendship  and  intimate  talk.  Total 
discretion  assured  and  preferred.  Send  letter  to  Drawer 
G160. 


F 

R 

1    E    N    D 

S 

MALE 

•INTERN  ATIONAL* 

SEI  ITALIANO? 

UOMO,  30.  VUOL  ricevere  lettere  da  italiani,  per 
amore  della  lingua,  amicizia  e  incontri.  Paul  Leroux, 
127  Joliette,  Apt  4,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada  K1L  5G8. 

YOUNG  BRITISH  GUY,  30,  wishes  to  achieve  a  life- 
long ambition  by  visiting  General  Custer's  battlefield  in 
Montana.  Have  limited  funds;  looking  for  someone 
who  can  assist  me  in  my  US  travels.  Michael  Laye,  74 
Greenfarm  Rd,  Ely,  Cardiff,  Wales  UK  CF5  4RH. 

BRITISH  GENTLEMAN,  middle-aged,  seeks  active, 
masculine  guys,  over  30,  for  friendship.  Interests  include 
reading,  music  and  meeting  people  from  other  coun- 
tries. Alfred  Woodward,  1  Paget  Terrace,  Penarth,  S 
Glamorgan,  Wales  UK. 

SENIOR  STUDENT  OF  science  and  economics,  seeks 
contact  for  loving,  sincere  and  honest  relationship.  In- 
terests include  swimming,  tennis,  music,  magazines  and 
books.  Julio  Baliguat  Jr,  Box  986,  Bacolod  City  6001, 
Philippines. 

WEST  GERMAN  MALE,  30,  seeks  guys  with  interests 
in  import/export  business.  H  Niehaus,  Gleimstr  4,  2800 
Bremen,  W  Germany. 

•CALGARY"* 

GWM  42,  5'5"  130  lbs,  seeks  straight-acting  GWM 
35-45  for  possible  relationship.  Only  sincere  and  honest 
males  not  into  short  term;  one  night  stands  need  not 
respond.  I  have  many  interests  including  travel  and 
photography.  Somewhat  a  homebody.  Not  into  bars. 
Drawer  GJ7. 

WHY  LEAVE  CALGARY? 

GWM  33  YRS  6'3"  210  lbs,  br  hair,  br  eyes.  Attrac- 
tive. Searching  for  guys  20-40  yrs,  who  don't  have  pa- 
tience for  gay  bars.  I  need  a  sensitive,  caring,  fun  and 
together  relationship  to  keep  me  proud  and  living  gay. 
Looking  for  straight-acting  friends  and  maybe  a  lover  to 
live  the  80s  with.  Warmth,  caring  and  a  future  is  a  big 
part  of  this  ad.  There's  fun  in  this  city.  Photo  ap- 
preciated. Drawer  G73. 

STABLE,  SINCERE,  GWM,  30s,  S'll"  190  lbs,  seeks 
friends/lover  to  share  the  good  times  with.  Not  in- 
terested in  one  night  stands.  Photo  please.  Drawer  G84. 

PHYSICAL  FITNESS 

GWM,  28,  WOULD  LIKE  TO  MEET  gay  men  into 
physical  fitness.  Enjoy  cycling,  running,  aerobics,  body 
building  and  racquet  sports.  Prefer  in  or  around 
Calgary  area  or  who  can  travel.  Drawer  GI46. 


•WINNIPEG* 
LONELY 

MALE  37  S'll"  NEEDS  LOVING 

EMOTIONALLY  AND  FINANCIALLY  secure,  presen- 
table, sincere,  honest,  cuddly  type,  with  good  sense  of 
humour,  wants  someone  special  and  equal  to  share  life, 
enjoy  finer  things  in  life,  not  into  bar  scene  or  one 
night  stands,  monogamous  relationship  priority.  Must 
be  27-40.  Photo  appreciated  but  not  necessary.  Phone 
number  gets  reply,  don't  hesitate.  Drawer  G136. 


LONDON  ONT 

GWM  5'8"  140  lbs,  29,  blue  eyes,  brown  hair,  likes 
music  and  movies,  quiet.  Looking  for  GWM  6'  30-35, 
slim  with  nice  build,  non-smoker  preferred.  Please 
write,  include  your  phone  no  and  photo.  Drawer  G64. 

MOTOCYCLE-CRAZY  GUY,  with  leathers  and  boots 
but  without  motorcycle  seeks  friend  with  motorcycle. 
Box  831,  Aurora  ON  L4G  4J9. 

GWM,40s,  5*10"  160  lbs,  average  looking,  educated, 
uncut,  seeking  similar  males  35-40s.  Interests  include 
books,  antiques.  Discretion  assured  and  expected.  Liv- 
ing area:  Upper  Canada  Village.  Drawer  G150. 


PHOTO:  NORMAN  HATTON 


Anyone  interested  in  ordering  a 
Norman  Hatton  photograph  can  con- 
tact the  artist  at  (416)  961-2378. 


•  S  OUTHERN     ONTARIO* 
BIKERS 

LONDON  ONTARIO.  ARE  YOU  tall,  very  good- 
looking,  muscular  build,  21-30?  Do  you  like  wearing 
tight  levis  and  leather  gear?  Do  you  fantasize  about 
dominating  (very  discreetly)  an  attractive,  submissive 
GWM  in  a  health-conscious  safe-sex  scene?  Does  the 
idea  turn  you  on?  Then  turn  me  on  with  your  photo(s) 
and  fantasy(s).  Also  hot  cops,  leathermen,  engineers, 
construction  type,  etc  Write  Box  947,  London  ON 
N6A  5K1.  Discretion  assured. 

SOUTHERN  ONTARIO  WRESTLERS 

IF  YOU  ARE  A  MAN  in  Southern  Ontario  looking 
for  wrestling  partners,  join  W.I.N.,  a  newly  established 
directory  for  men  who  enjoy  wrestling  action.  Absolute 
discretion  assured.  Free  membership!  For  info  write  Box 
873,  Sin  P.  Toronto  ON  M5S  2Z2. 


ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  32,  5'11",  slim,  fit,  seeks  slim 
construction  guy,  cowboy  or  fanner  20-40  for  safe, 
steamy  roll  in  hay.  Photo  appreciated.  Pen  pals 
welcome.  Drawer  G176. 

LIKE  TO  HAVE  a  semi-serious  relationship  in  Peter- 
borough? Attractive,  straight-acting  guy,  21,  6'  170  lbs, 
who  alternates  between  incurable  romanticism  and  in- 
grained cynicism,  wants  to  meet  a  leftish,  monogamous 
political  junkie  to  28.  You  must  enjoy  good  food,  in- 
telligent conversation,  music  Nights  in,  and  nights  out. 
Interested?  Tell  me  why  in  detail.  Photo  appreciated  but 
not  necessary.  Reply  to  Drawer  G175. 

GAY  MALE,  45,  happily  married,  kind,  warm  and 
caring  seeks  gay  guy  in  late  teens  interested  in  being 
my  companion  in  the  l-ondon/St  Thomas  area.  Drawer 
G129. 

HI  I'M  A  GWM  35,  straight-looking,  straight-lifestyle, 
honest,  shy,  romantic.  I  like  movies,  music  and  country  liv- 
ing. Looking  for  young  farmer  in  late  twenties  in  Southern 
Ont.  Photo,  write.  Drawer  G165. 


•HAMILTON* 

HAMILTON  AREA  MALE,  26,  slim,  shy,  and  attractive 
looking  for  new  friends  possibly  more  with  right  person. 
Descriptive  letter  appreciated.  Drawer  G162. 

•OTTAWA"* 

LOVERS 

MALE  COUPLE,  PROFESSIONALS,  30s,  seeks  same  for 
friendship  only.  Box  3068  Stn  D,  Ottawa  ON  KIP  6H6. 

•MONTREAL* 

LONG-HAIR,  BLUE  EYES:  MONTREAL 

VERY  GOOD-LOOKING,  SLIM,  5'8"  125  lbs,  shaped,  not 
musclehard,  hairy,  masculine  30-year-old  male  has  six 
beautiful  inches  that  want  warming  by  strong  hands;  hung  like 
me  or  more,  free-swinging  balls  and  responsive  nipples  gets 
lots  of  attention.  Looking  for  friendly  encounters  with  guys 
20s-30s  into  reciprocation.  Photo  and  letter  to  N.G.O.  1381 
ave  Argyle,  Montreal  QC  H3G  1V5. 

•HALIFAX* 

GOOD-LOOKING  GWM,  5'9",  slim,  30,  career  guy  look- 
ing for  hard,  well-hung  part-time  lover  for  great  safe  sex  and 
regular  quality  time.  Discretion  assured  for  students,  Forces 
guys  or  Mr  Rite  macho  man  to  35!  Drawer  G155. 

•NOVA     SCOTIA"* 

BLOND,  GM,  30,  6'  always  horny  for  thick  dick.  Well- 
equiped  myself.  Love  to  service  tough  daddy  or  young  jock. 
Drawer  G135. 

ATTRACTIVE  GWM  MID-30s  looking  for  masculine  guys 
for  friendship.  Possibly  J/O  safe  sex  photo  and  phone  ap- 
preciated. Drawer  G163. 

GOOD  LOOKING,  YOUNG,  SLIM,  masculine  professional 
GWM  desires  discreet,  clean  relationship  with  same  within  50 
miles  radius  of  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia.  Photo  please.  Drawer 
G167. 

•TORONTO* 

GWM  WILL  MOUTHE  uncut  Latinos  and  Orientals.  No 
reciprocation  necessary.  Have  good  technique.  Must  have  own 
place  to  meet.  Drawer  G26. 

MUSCULAR  HOLE 

GWM.  29,  155  lbs,  40"  chest,  29"  waist  with  hungry 
throat  seeks  hot  oral  sessions  with  muscular  latin  meat  to 
40.  Phone  and  photo  to  Drawer  G131. 

"EIGHT  DAYS  A  WEEK" 

SUCK  AND  FUCK  FEST,  boys?  GBM,  31,  6'2"  200  lbs. 
European  professional,  will  lend  his  ears  and  brownsville  ex- 
press to  all  takers.  PAIN/PLEASURE  for  PIETER.  Drawer 
G125. 

WILL  YOU  BE  MY  PAL? 

I'M  GOODLOOKING,  SHY,  brown  all  over,  22  and  hairy. 
Looking  for  a  GWM  22-25  for  friendship  and  outings.  Please 
enclose  photo.  Drawer  G126. 

SERIOUS  "STRAIGHTS"  ONLY 

WE  SHARE:  total  detachment  from  gay  lifestyles;  needs  for 
manly  sex;  preferences  for  safe,  uninhibited  leather/rubber 
raunch;  discretion,  understanding,  support,  intelligence, 
honesty,  and  humour  bom  from  wide,  versatile,  sexual  ex- 
perience. We're  fit,  healthy,  good  looking  men  now  wanting  to 
share  these  needs  together  regularly.  I'm  top,  6'  150  lbs,  49, 
clean  shaven,  married,  hot.  What  about  you?  All  answered. 
Drawer  G127. 

BODYBUILDER,  GWM,  30,  5'8"  160  lbs,  uncut,  clean- 
shaven.  attractive,  very  shy,  health  professional  seeks  quiet 
muscular  successful  professional  into  safe  sex  and  relation- 
ship. Sincere,  discreet  non-hairy,  hot  only.  Photo,  phone. 
Drawer  G128. 

MR  ABOVE  AVERAGE  SOULMATE 

WANTED.  SOULMATE  FOR  40s  male.  You're  any  age, 
romantic,  homy,  seeks  fulltime  lover,  no  hangups,  big  build, 
basic  bottom/top  with  big  buns  ,  average  looks  and  bad 
habits.  Can  offer  love  ,  respect,  honesty,  security.  Will  con- 
sider monogamy.  Phone  499-5539. 

HAIRY  MEN:  male,  40,  hot  and  homy  seeks  hairy  men  for 
sensual  encounters.  J/O,  69,  and  video.  Only  extremeK  hairy 
men  need  apply.  Married  men  most  welcome.  DrawerG151. 

WHEN  YOU'RE  HOT  and  need  to  talk.  Write  about  your 
wildest  pleasures.  The  man  of  your  dreams  will  call  you  and 
live  out  your  fantasy!  Include  your  phone  number  and  best 
times  to  call.  Cum  together.  Drawer  G130. 

GWM,  25,  5'8"  blond,  blue  Christian  conservative  and 
stable,  educated,  health  conscious  blessed  with  great  sense  of 
humour.  Seeks  male  (25-35)  who's  interested  in  developing  a 
relationship  that's  special.  Drawer  GI33. 

GWM,  24,  DISABLED,  5'6"  92  lbs,  brown  hair,  pi 
Interests:  music  theatre,  dining,  quiet  evenings.  Don't  dnnk. 
drugs.  Seeks  male  21-30  for  friendship.  Photo,  phone. 
Drawer  G149. 
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THINKING  ABOUT  PLACING  AN  AD? 
WONDERING  WHAT  WORKS,  WHAT  DOESN'T? 

CALL  US 

(416)364-6320 


WE  CAN  HELP  YOU,  AT  NO  EXTRA  COST, 
PLACE  AN  AD  THAT'S  EFFECTIVE! 


FILIPINO  NEEDED 
GWM  31,  5*10"  157  lbs,  young  looking,  outgoing,  straight 
lifestyle,  sincere,  warm,  easy-going.  Seeks  long  lasting 
monogamous  relationship  with  vivacious  Filipino  boy  18-36. 
Drawer  G148. 

NEW  TO  TORONTO 

GWM,  29, 5'11"  180  lbs,  brown  hair  grey  eyes  seeks  20-32  domi- 
nant male  to  help  explore  my  submissive  nature.  Drawer  G147. 

PORTLY  PALS 

ARE  YOU  PORTLY,  chubby  or  do  you  want  to  meet  this  type 
of  man?  Write  detailed  letter  of  likes,  dislikes,  personal 
history,  description,  interests,  etc.  Box  1056,  Stn  Q,  Toron- 
to  ON  M4T  2P2. 

GWM,  29,  HUNKY6footer  seeks  attractive  guys  to  40  who  are 
into  jockey  shorts,  jockstraps.  Photo  assures  reply.  Drawer  G145. 

FIT,  MASCULINE,  GOOD  LOOKING,  professional  Oriental 
male  35,  seeks  non-smoker  friends  (hunks  and/or  yuppies!)  to 
age  40.  Be  good  to  yourself  and  me;  write  soon!  Drawer  G143. 

CUTE,  22  year  old  student  seeks  same  to  30  for  cuddling,  spank- 
ing and  friendship.  Drawer  G142. 

GWM,  26, 5'8"  120  lbs,  looking  for  smooth,  young,  muscular, 
submissive  partner  who  appreciates  receiving  oral  and  tactile  wor- 
ship. Toronto— Hamilton  area.  Photo  appreciated,  will  return 
on  request.  Drawer  G 1 61. 

ORIENTAL  LOVER  WANTED  BY 

GWM,  TALL,  SLIM,  42.  Sincere,  interested  in  classical  music, 
fitness,  quiet  times,  serious,  monogamous  relationship.  Honest 
replies  only.  Drawer  GI63. 

HAVE  AIDS  BL7  NOT  dead  from  the  waist  down,  nor  from  the 
neck  up.  25, 6'2"  175  lbs.  Brown  hair,  green  eyes,  attractive. 
University  student.  Fun  safe  sex  and....  Photo  and  phone  with 
interesting  (?)  letter  appreciated.  Drawer  G164. 

TRUCKER  WANTS  YOU! 

RIDES  THE  ROADS,  needs  horny  action  weekends.  You're 
21-39,  deep  throat,  tight  ass,  good  buDd,  into  leather,  boots,  some 
S/M,  looking  for  safe  hot  action  with  attractive  assertive 
GWM.  36,  5*10"  165  lbs.  Send  interests,  phone  number, 
photo  if  available  (returnable)  today  to  Box  1150,  Stn  F, 
Toronto  ON  M4Y  2T4. 

WOULD  LIKE  TO  meet  Oriental  30-35  for  caring,  sincere 
friendship  who  does  not  smoke  and  enjoys  classical  music.  I'm 
43,  discreet,  of  Christian  background,  average  build,  fair  com- 
plexion. Not  interested  in  ban  or  drugs  and  like  cycling,  cars  and 
a  quiet  easy-going  lifestyle.  Please  include  phone  number 
Serious  replies  only.  Drawer  G152. 

GWM,  34,  SLIM,  seeks  same.  Light  coloured  hair,  married;  for 
discreet  encounters.  Drawer  G154. 

PREPPY  GWM 

32,  5'2"  WELL-EQUIPPED 

ATTRACTIVE.  GOOD  ATTITUDE,  looking  to  meet  younger 
man  22-30  for  fun,  possible  relationship.  Must  be  versatile, 
outgoing  and  social.  Enjoy  the  outdoors;  camping,  sking,  cycl- 
ing. Reply  with  photo,  phone.  Drawer  G156. 

MALE  50s,  lonely,  sincere  wishing  to  meet  slim  young  gay  male 
who  is  together  mentally,  very  discreet  and  looking  for  friendship, 
possible  relationship.  Size  not  important.  Photo  (if  possible). 
Phone  necessary.  Drawer  Gl  59. 


GWM,  35, 5'11"  155  lbs,  sincere  professional  seeks  new  friends 
for  quiet  evenings  at  home  or  a  night  at  the  movies. Drawer  G68. 

WE'RE  WORTH  IT 

GM,  28, 5'7"  135  lbs,  seeks  stable  fit,  uncloseted  male,  21-35. 
My  intertest  are  tennis,  classical  music,  dancing,  chess,  cards. 
I  will  be  a  U  of  T  student  in  September  86;  therefore  other 
students  especially  welcome  for  campus  whatever.  Filipinos  and 
hommes  Canadiens  franccais  also  especially  welcome.  Drawer 
G70 

THIS  IS  NOT  FOR  RAUNCHINESS 

GWM  ALMOST  34  seeks  real  friend  for  loyal  loving  caring 
ongoing  relationship.  I'm  a  practising  Christian  and  it  means  a 
lot  to  me.  You  may  be  black  or  Jewish.  My  interests  are  in  arts, 
books,  music,  theatre,  travel,  quiet  home  nights.  Kinky  stuff 
scares  me.  I'm  kind  a  little  shy  but  I'll  be  yours  if  you  want  me. 
Drawer  G75. 

GENEROUS  AND  AFFECTIONATE 

GWM,  43,  REQUIRES  VERY  muscular,  smooth-bodied  sub- 
missive body  builder  for  light  B/D  fantasies.  No  S/M.  Photo  and 
phone  to  Drawer  G86. 

MEET  YOUR  MATCH 

ATTRACTIVE!  WITTY!  HORNY!  Intelligent!  Romantic!  Sex- 
ual! Affectionate!  Honest!  Sincere!  Sexual!  True-Bottom!  Cud- 
dler!  Sensual!  Stable!  Personable!  Zesty!  Established!  Sexual! 
37!  Successful!  Professional!  GWM!  5'10"!  150  lbs!  I  want  to 
meet  my  match!  All  replies  with  phone  numbers  answered!  Rela- 
tionship oriented!  Drawer  G158. 

RENAISSANCE  MAN  WANTED 

ATTRACTIVE  MALE  35,  6'  170  lbs,  brown  hair, 
moustache,  blue  eyes,  seeks  companion  to  enjoy  life  with.  So- 
meone who  knows  how  to  balance  life  between  seriousness  and 
fun.  I  have  eclectic  tastes:  summer  drives  in  the  country,  opera, 
Wonderland,  Island,  classical  music,  French,  classical  Chinese, 
Brythonic  Celtic,  astronomy,  etc.  Write  me  with  photo  and  let's 
explore  possibilities.  Drawer  G153. 

IVY  LEAGUE  MALE  available.  What  matters  to  me  is  that  the 
chemistry  between  us  is  right  —  any  differences  from  these  we  can 
work  out  together.  I  am  educated,  stable,  attractive,  masculine, 
gentle;  a  happy,  healthy  42;  open,  honest,  incredibly 
monogamous  and  truly  enjoy  being  alive.  If  you  have  reached  the 
stage  where  you  sincerely  want  a  solid,  long-term  relationship, 
please  write  and  tell  me  about  yourself.  I  will  reply.  Tom,  Box 
100-483,  2  Bloor  St  W,  Toronto  ON  M4W  3E2. 

ARE  YOU  HORNY,  YOUNG,  slim,  hung  with  own  place?  If 
so,  GWM,  34, 6'  185  lbs,  has  eager  mouth  and/or  hairy  ass  to 
be  filled.  Relative  virgin  anally!  Any  race  welcome.  East  metro. 
Phone,  photo  (ret'd),  detailed  letter  for  quick  reply.  Discreet. 
Drawer  G88. 

SLAVE  WANTED.  YOU  ARE  masculine,  clean,  healthy  but 
docile,  submissive  and  obedient  with  an  interest  in  collars,  tit- 
clamps,  cockrings  and  discipline.  Let  me  use  those  big  pecs,  nip- 
ples, and  defined  abdominals  for  my  own  pleasure.  Novices,  mar- 
rieds  or  singles  okay.  I'm  very  discreet  and  healthy.  Drawer  G92. 


HOT  COP  WANTED 

SADISM?  POLICE  BRUTALITY?  Toronto  to  Windsor.  I  am 
a  tall,  slim  GWM  sissy  type  who  wishes  to  be  toughened  in  a  long, 
dragged-out  interrogation  scene  by  a  macho,  good-looking,  arm- 
ed, uniformed  officer  who  enjoys  his  work.  Must  provide  your 
own  playroom.  No  imitation,  just  the  real  thing  need  apply  with 
photo(s).  Small  hick  town  cop  welcomed  to  write.  Will  travel 
anywhere  in  Canada  or  the  States  for  the  right  cop  if  he's  man 
enough  and  knows  his  business.  Total  discretion  assured.  OK, 
cop,  write.  Drawer  G100. 

TWO  GWMs,  27  and  28,  seek  other  male(s)  of  similar  (or 
younger)  age  for  safe  fun  and  friendship.  Phone  and  photo  ap- 
preciated. Reply  to  Drawer  G174. 

MASCULINE  GAY  MAN,  43,  tall,  medium  build,  profes- 
sional, Aries,  attractive,  varied  interests:  camping,  swimming, 
books,  etc  (not  into  downtown  scene,  drugs)  would  like  to  meet 
intelligent,  slim/solid/hunky,  smooth-skinned  young  man,  early 
20s,  for  fun  and  possible  relationship.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer 
G180. 

SOCKS  AND  FEET 

GWM,  33,  MASCULINE,  GOOD  LOOKING,  attracted  to 
your  feet  and  well-wom  socks.  Looking  for  like-minded  or  will 
indulge  your  fetish  or  special  interest.  Drawer  G177. 

GAY  MAN  looking  for  solid,  long-lasting  relationship  with  sen- 
sitive, reliable,  fit,  young  man  with  integrity,  great  smile,  sparkling 
eyes,  good  physique,  who  likes  kids.  i'm40,  bright,  attractive, 
healthy,  warm,  have  wide  variety  of  indoor/outdoor  interests, 
single  parent  of  young  child.  Box  215, 275  King  St  East,  Toronto 
ONM5A1K2. 

BODYBUILDERS.  YOUNG  TRIM  GUY  (not  BB  myself) 
seeks  bodybuilders  who  need  muscle  worship  and  post  work-out 
massage.  Beginner  bodybuilders  welcome.  Would  also  like  to 
hear  from  other  guys  who  get  off  on  the  muscle  scene.  Drawer 
G178. 

ROBIN/BOY  WONDER  WANTED 

BATMOBLE  NEEDS  BODYWORK.  Renovating  Wayne 
Manor.  Alfred/Dick  eloped.  Joker  left  orphan  on  doorstep.  Can't 
handle  this  and  Gotham's  crime  alone.  Caped  Avenger  (40ish) 
needs  permanent  partner/buddy/babysitter.  Must  be  young, 
clean,  pure  of  heart,  believe  in  truth,  justice  and  apple  pie,  able 
to  swing  on  ropes,  look  terrific  in  tights  and  stuff  like  that.  Ap- 
plications: Bruce  Wayne,  Drawer  G179. 


SPANKING  SLAVE  WANTED 

CAN  YOU  TAKE  IT  hard  and  beg  til  you  cry;  also  ver- 
bal and  physical  humiliation  by  37,  5'5",  well  built  top. 
Your  place.  Frank  letter  and  phone  no.  Days  prev.  TV. 
OK.  Drawer  G166. 

OUTDOOR  NUTS 

GWM,  35,  MASCULINE,  great  shape,  canoe  &  10  speed 
enthusiast  believes  the  outdoors  is  best  enjoyed  with  one 
partner,  seeks  rugged  individual  to  share  memorable  forays 
into  the  wilderness.  Drawer  G169. 

QUIET,  MASCULINE,  PROFESSIONAL  WM,  37,  at- 

tractive,  fit ,  educated,  with  wide-ranging  interests  and  sense 
of  humour.  Seeks  compatible  companions  for  occasional 
outings  or,  preferably,  quiet  evenings  of  shared  interest  with 
relaxed  friends.  Why  not  write?  Box  832,  Station  Q,  Toronto 
ON  M4T  2N7. 

WANNA  FUCK?  Chubby  top-man,  hairy,  friendly  dad- 
dy 49.  Non-smoker.  Seeks  obedient,  slim,  healthy  bottom 
man  to  30.  921-7666. 

M,  25,  5'9",  good  looking,  good  body  seeks  permanent 
relationship  with  male  25-35  who  is  sadistic  into  B/D,  some 
pain,  leather,  boots,  uniforms,  etc.  Must  be  good  look- 
ing, have  good  body/moustache,  sense  of  humour,  stamina, 
intelligence.  Prefer  non-smoker,  technically  minded  educated 
individual.  Drawer  G117. 

MUSCULAR  GAY  MALE,  31,  seeks  another  muscular 
man  for  safe-sex  get-togethers  on  a  regular  basis.  I  am 
also  into  massage  and  oil  sessions.  Please  send  photo. 
Drawer  G171. 

SINCERE,  ATTRACTIVE,  SLIM  Oriental  male  mid  20s, 
shy,  quiet,  mature  college  student.  Seeks  GWM  between 
25-40  for  love,  care  and  fun.  Possible  relationship.  Not 
into  one-night  stander.  Recent  photo  and  phone  number 
appreciated.  Drawer  G170.  ] 

MAN.  Seeking  well-balanced,  trim,  young  guy,  shy  or  outgo- 
ing, with  sense  of  humour,  engaging  grin  and  interests  beyond 
bars,  clothes,  rock  groups.  Me:  43, 6'  175  lbs,  personable,  stable, 
reasonably  intelligent,  considered  attractive.  Likes:  making 
things,  wilderness  camping,  music,  writing,  kids,  dogs,  horses, 
movies,  Caesar  salads.  Dislikes:  high  tech,  buttermilk  and 
pickels,  fuschia.  Photo  appreciated  but  not  essential.  Drawer 
G181. 

WE'RE  WORTH  IT 

GM,  28, 5'7"  135  lbs,  seeks  stable,  fit,  uncloseted  male,  21-35. 
My  interests  are  tennis,  classical  music,  dancing,  chess,  cards. 
I  will  be  a  U  of  T  student  in  Sept  86;  therefore  other  students 
especially  welcome  for  campus  whatever.  Filipinos  and  hommes 
Canadiens  francais  also  especially  welcome.  Drawer  G70. 


CONDOM  TIPS 

•  Practice  while  jerking  off, 
before  you  use  them  in  sexual 
encounters 

•  Don't  give  up  after  one  try.  It 
takes  a  while  to  get  used 

to  them 

•  Squeeze  the  air  out  of  the  tip 
when  you  start  putting  it  on 

•  Only  buy  condoms  made  of 
latex  (lambskin  membrane 
condoms  break  more  easily) 

•  Use  lots  of  lubricant,  but  only 
use  water-soluble  lube  (like  K-Y, 
Lubafax  or  Muco).  Don't  use 
Crisco,  Vaseline  or  other  oil- 
based  products  —  they  damage 
latex  rubbers 

•  To  avoid  leakage,  pull  out  soon 
after  ejaculating  (grabbing  the 
cock  and  condom) 

•  If  you  want  to  be  absolutely 
safe,  pull  out  before  ejaculating 

For  more  information 

about  safer  sex,  call  the 

AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto: 

926-1626,  or  write  to 

ACT,  Box  55,  Station  F,  Toronto 

M4Y2L4 

Condom  Tips  courtesy  of  the  AIDS  Committee 
ot  Toronto 
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Neologisms  of 
endearment 

Nancy  Tatham  wonders  what 
you  call  your  partner 
when  "lover" just 
doesn't  say  enough. 
The  answer? 


I've  seen  the  winces,  I've  heard  the  complaints. . . 
heck,  I've  some  doubts  about  the  term  "lover," 
myself.  Some  straights  (and  probably  some  gay 
men  and  lesbians,  too...  though  not  in  my  pres- 
ence) have  stated  that  they  find  the  term  "lover" 
uncomplimentary  or  even  demeaning  when  used 
to  describe  their  partner  in  life.  So,  what  to  do? 
Create  a  new  word,  of  course.  Create  a  word  that 
encompasses  the  many  (dare  I  say)  roles  of  the 
loved  one.  Create  copsigolf. 

Lover,  in  modern  usage,  carries  more  physi- 
cal/sexual meanings  than  any  others;  partner 
sounds  as  though  the  two  of  you  have  gone  into 
business  or  sit  opposite  each  other  playing  a  nev- 
er-ending bridge  hand;  companion  conjures  up 
visions  of  an  attendant,  or  one  who  is  there  only 
to  split  gas  costs;  significant  other  is  unwieldy 


-!  A,\r 


and  fatuous;  friend  just  does  not  go  far  enough. . . 
juggle  them  around  a  bit  and  if  your  co-vivant 
(not  even  in  the  running  —  too  facetious)  fits  the 
bill,  you  have  a  copsigolf. 

CO  from  companion,  P  from  partner,  SIG  0 
from  significant  other  (just  for  the  fun  of  it  and 
out  of  a  necessity  for  vowels),  L  from  lover  and  F 
from  friend  =  copsigolf.  The  term  was  coined 
only  recently  in  Kingston,  Ontario,  as  I  prepared 
to  face  a  ruthless  group  of  Human  Sexuality  stu- 
dents. The  last  class  had  grilled  the  gay  and  les- 
bian panelists  on  their  usage  of  "lover;"  and,  all 
the  while  that  I  defended  my  stance,  stating  that 
as  a  lesbian  defining  her  own  life  and  lifestyle  I 
ought  to  be  able  to  define  my  own  language,  deep 
down  inside  this  dyke  I  knew  that  I  was  not  fully 
pleased  with  the  term  for  which  I  was  fighting. 

In  its  pronunciation,  copsigolf  has  its  empha- 
sis placed  on  the  first  syllable  and  the  vowels  are 
all  soft.  The  beauty  of  the  word  is  that  straights 
cannot  complain  that  we  have  "stolen  another 
decent  word  from  the  English  language"  (!)  and 
furthermore,  that  the  word  is  not  intended  to  be 
restricted  to  use  within  the  gay/lesbian  communi- 
ty. Husband/wife/spouse  only  manage  to  convey 
the  fact  that  the  person  in  question  suffered 
through  a  too-long,  too-costly,  rice-flinging  cere- 
mony. . .  they  fail  to  define  any  of  the  (dare  I  again 
say)  roles  of  said  person.  Copsigolf  is  a  word  full 
of  pride  and  love  for  the  person  it  describes,  and  it 
sounds  rather  charming,  too. 

Another  feature  of  copsigolf  is  that  it  may  ap- 
peal to  the  historically  homophobic  in  society. 
The  first  syllable  will  soften  the  hearts  of  those 
hard-headed  folks  with  authoritarian  personali- 
ties, while  the  final  syllable  will  score  points  with 
the  sports-minded. 

The  originators  of  the  term  offer  it  to  any  and 
all  persons  who  feel  that  the  concept  of  copsigolf 


has  relevance  in  their  relationship. 
Some  usages: 
'  I  'd  like  to  introduce  you  to  my  copsigolf. . . .' 
'We've  been  copsigolfs  for  four  years  now. . . .' 
T'm  not  ready  to  copsigolf;  I  just  want  to  have 
fun....'* 

'We've  been  copsigolfing  off  and  on  for  the 
past  few  months....'* 

*  It  is  to  be  stressed  that  copsigolf  does  not  lend 
itself  easily  to  use  as  a  verb;  however,  do  with  it 
what  you  will. 

Interpretations/definitions  expected  to  arise  from 
the  introduction  of  the  word  copsigolf: 
Coprophilia  •  said  of  a  copsigolf  adept  at  cop- 
ping a  feel 
Copshop     •  an  order  given  in  a  non-egalitari- 
an  relationship   when   Mother 
Hubbard's  cupboard  is  bare 
•used  in  explanation  of  a  hefty 
Mastercard  bill 
Copy  »a    diminutive,    used    as    an 

endearment 

•  the  excuse  given  when  one's  copsi- 
golf has  dashed  to  the  lavatory 

Copyright    •  used  when  one  concedes  an  argu- 
ment to  one's  copsigolf; 

•  an  exclamation  drawing  attention 
to  the  fact  that  one's  copsigolf  is, 
in  fact,  literate. 

Understandably,  many  will  feel  that  copsigolf  is 
an  inadequate  term  because  it  connotes  posses- 
sion. Our  humblest  apologies  to  those  people, 
but  please  bear  in  mind  that  in  a  society  which  is 
nine-tenths  straight,  possession  is  nine-tenths  of 
the  law  —  even  in  the  law  of  neologisms.* 
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OFFER     EXTENDED 


Order  a 

subscription 

in  the  next 

30  days  and 


elebrate  gay  pride  '86  with  a 
subscription  to  The  Body 
Politic  —  the  magazine  that's  been 
celebrating  gay  pride  with  you  for 
15  years. 


lie* 


WANT  TO  CELEBRATE! 


Send  me  a  full  year  of  The  Body  Politic  at  a 
special  Pride  Day  saving  of  25%! 

D  Payment  enclosed  for  $18.71. 

□  Bill  me. 

□  Mr  □  Ms   


! 


Address 
City 


Prov 


Code 


Mail  to  TBP.  Box  7289.  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5w  1X9.  Offer  expires 
July  31.  1986  Outside  Canada,  please  pay  U.S.  funds. 

02     BPA086 

□  I  do  not  wish  to  receive  selected  mailings  from  groups 
interested  in  reaching  gay  people. 


This  very  special  offer  has  been 
extended  until  August  30.  Order 
your  subscription  before  then  and 
you'll  celebrate  a  big  saving  — 
you'll  pay  just  $18.71  for  a  full  year, 
instead  of  our  regular  price  of 
$24.95.  That's  a  saving  of  25%! 

You  save  even  more  over  the 
newsstand  price  —  almost  38%.  It's 
like  getting  four  issues  free! 

Celebrate  gay  pride  all  year  long 
with  the  magazine  that  has  meant 
gay  pride  for  a  decade  and  a  half. 

This  offer  expires  August  30, 
1986.  So  send  us  your  subscription 
order  today! 


